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PREFACE. 






X HE following concife hiftory of a 
People, who, for fome time, made no in- 
confiderable figure in Hindoftan, after a 
delay of many years, is at length pre- 
fented to the world, at a period when the 
paifions and interefts of men being no lon- 
ger concerned in any of the events of 
which it treats, it may poffibly meet with 
a more impartial and indulgent reception, 
than it might otherwife have been fuppofed 
entitled to. 

But, as fome particulars contained in it 
have- been the fubjedt of much acrimoni- 
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cus difcuilion, both in England and ia 
India, it majr not be improper that* the 
writer (hould previoufly ftate the circum*^ 
ftanccs which, by pofleffing him of the ma- 
f erials, firft led him at all to think of ftich 
a compofitlon, as this may ferv^ to con? 
vince the candid reader, that, in venturing 
to obtrudjs thi& littlp produdlion upon his 
attention, \ie is not aftuated by any finifter 
views, nor by that fpirit of party, which, 
iinhappilyi byt too much prevails, .even 
in matters where it pughf leaft to be met 
with, and where it is mofi: prejudicial to 
^he advancement of truth and knowledge; 
and, in doiqg this, he will endeavour 
to (hun, as much as poflible, unneceflary 
egotifm, although it muft unavoidaly com-r 
pel him to touch upon fubjedts which 
^ould ptherwife be altogether foreign 
and improper* 

I • 
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PREFACE. V 

Soon after the author's firlt appointment 
into» the India Company's fervice (about 
fifteen years ago) he applied himfelf, 
with forae affiduity^ to the ftiidy of th? 
oriental languages, particularly of that 
grand incdium of all correfponderice dhd 
negotiation In India, the Perjian\ about 
three years after, he had the honour to be 
called upon by the officer then command- 
ing that portion of the Bengal army 
which was on the field ftatlon, (who is 
now in England) for hi^ affiftance in that 
particular department, for which he had 
by this time qualified himfelf, to wit, 
tranjlation and country correfpondence : Here, 
as a new field of inveftigation and inquiry 
was opened to him, in the probability that 
he might, in the courfe of his duty, have 
the management of political bufinefs fre^ 
quently committed to his charge, he was 
anxious to acquire fuch a degree of know- 

A 3 ledge 



vi ? R E F A C £• 

ledge of the hiftory and connexions of the 



neighbouring ftates, as might enable him 
to execute matters of that kind in a man- 
ner worthy of fo important a truft. — It 
was, at the fame time, his fortune to 
meet with a perfon of fome confequence, 
who was an Afgan, then acting on the 
part of the Kohiila Chief Fyzoola Khan, 
in a confidential capacity ; and from this 
perfon he procured, (among a number of 
other valuable papers,) a Perfian manu- 
fcript, containhig a compleat relation ot 
the whole Rohilla ftory, from the firft 
foundation of their power, to the battle of 
Cutterah, fought between the Rohillas 
and the Allied army of the Company's 
and Vifier*s troops, on the 23d of April, 
1774, which, by the defeat of the former, 
put an end at once to their government and 
independance. 

Pregnant 
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Pregnant as this appeared to be with 
many fingularly flriking and interefting 
events, the then recent tranfadions , had^ 
moreover, rendered it an obje^fl of parti* 
cular curiofity, and thefe confiderations 
alone were fufficient to induce the writer 
to employ his firft leifure hours in arrang- 
ing and turning it into Englifh : this de- 
termination he forthwith proceeded to ex- 
ecute, and, about ten years ago tranflated 
the following narrative, in a form and fub- 
fiance little difFerent from that in which^ 
with becoming diffidence, he now fubmits 
it to the public eye* 

With refpe£t to the motives which in- 
duced the writer fo long to withhold this 
compilation, before he would hazard to 
commit it to the judgement of the world, 
he will not offer to encroach upon the pa- 
tience of his readers, by mentioning the 

• A 4 commoi>« 
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common-j)lace topics fo often tifed by 
many before him, fuch as, that "• the 
** work was originally written with no 
*' Other view than pierely the amufement 
•* of a few friends,** and fo forth ; deck- 
rations j which are commonly as infuffi- 
cient to cover the vanity of an author, as 
to impofe upon tlie penetration of others : 
•—In truth, he always regarded the mat- 
ter contained in this little traft as by no 
means unworthy of being made known ; 
but yet, in' a point of fuch moment, he 
wilhed not to ad with a mflinefs of which 
he might afterwards have fufficient occa- 
lion to repent : nor was he, indeed, lefs 
deterred by an apprehenfion that, were it 
to come forth at a period when the conteft 
of oppofite factions, refpefting the affairs 
of India, had agitated men's minds to an 
•uncommon degree of animofity, or whilfl 
the decifion of the Legiflature upon the 

moft 
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moft interefting part of its f\ibjc£l was 
yet pending, it might have been regarded 
as a frivolous Farrago, vamped up mere- 
ly to fcrve the purpofe of the hour ; and, 
as fuch, have drawn upon its author fuf- 
picions, which, he trufts, cannot, with any 
fupport of probabih'ty, be imputed to him. 
at prefent. 

The particular reafons which were, for 
fo confiderable a period, obftrudtive to his 
wiflies and intentions have at length ceafed 
to exift : — ^Thofe events of the following 
ftory in which the Englijh were any way 
concerned have been fully canvaffed before 
the higheft human tribunal ; and a judge- 
ment from which there lies no appeal 
feems to have been already paffed upon it* 
—Neither are the different parties who 
were principally interejfted in its difcuffion 
now any longer in a fituation to excite the 

hopes 
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hopes of partizans, or the apprehenfions 
of opponents ; fo that the writer of this 
little tra£t prefunmes he may ftand fairly ac- 
quitted of any undue bias in the produdlion 
of it, 

. But, whilft folemnly difavowing any" 
intereft whatfoever in the views either of 
parties or of individuals in this publication, 
yjet will he venture to confefs that he is 
not altogether indifferent in the motives^ 
which have led him to it ! Concerned for 
the honour of h\s country, and anxious for 
the reputation of a fervice in which he 
has fpent the flower of his life, he would 
willingly, if pofEble, remove even in a 
fingle inftance, fome part of that horrid 
odium which has of late years, for what- 
eyer purpofe, been fo feduloufly excited' 
againft thofe devoted men who, at the ex* 
pence of all the moft comfortable enjoy •. 

ments 
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ments of exiftence, are rendering the pub- 
lie. no unimportant nor unmeritorious 
(though certainly very tbanklefs) fervices 
in India* 

Here, perhaps, the writer might be 
tempted to enlarge fbmewhat beyoi^d the 
bounds which the confined nature 6i his 
fubjed prefcribes to him, were it not 
that, in fuch a difcuffion it would be 
fcarcely poffible to avoid animadverfions 
which , in the eyes oifome^ would bear the 
conftru£lion of finifter defign or of pef- 
fonal inveftive, rather than of the fober 
inveftigation of truth. — Much ahjlradied 
reafoning,^ indeed, might be advanced on 
the abfurd improbabiUfy of the very grofs 
and univerfal depravity, which has been 
declared to contaminate the minds of our 
countrymien in that department of (he 
empire, where they have been depifted, 

not 
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not in the charadlers of meftf but of ^* 
vages more fell than the tygers of the rfe- 
gion in which they refide. But, in a cafe 
of general prepoffeffions, derived, in (nany 
' inftances, from fources which ought always 
to deferve to be regarded as of the higheft 
authority, it is ncceffary that time (hould 
be allowed for the force of immediate in* 
terefts to be weakened, and the virulence 
of contending parties to fubfide, ere it can 
be fuppofed that the admonitions of 
fober, unimpafGoned reafon fhould have 
any operation ia their cure. — He will, 
therefore, only touch upon this matter 
at a diflance, and merely fo far as r?- 
fpefts thofe operations of the Englifli 
which form a part of the fubjeft of this 
narrative. 

Of all the events which have been made 
ufe of for the purpofes of crimination 

againft 
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agalnft the fervants of the Eaft-India Com- 
papy, none have made a greater figure, 
either in the national proceedings, or ia 
theperifliable publications of the day, thaa 
the Rohilla War^ and various efforts have 
been made to paint both the conduft and 
the confequences of it in the moft horrible 
colours. 

When, in the perufal of hiflory, we read 
of whole nations being extirpated by the 
Goths, or rooted out by the Vandals, we 
pidure to ourfelves a country invaded by a 
band of fierce and favage conquerors, who 
purfue the haplefs inhabitants with indis- 
criminate mafTacre, carry off the few thejr 
fpare from the fword into perpetual captivi- 
ty, anj4 proceed in their deftrudive career, 
until the whole territory exhibits nothing 
but a dreary, filent wafle ! 

Similar 
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Similar to this is the- opinion which, 
.(from the force and extent of the expfef- 
fions that have been applied to it) have 
been, by many, conceived of theconqueft 
of Rohilcund. 

God forbid that Brhijh troops (hould ever 
be employed in a£ls of fuch deteftablc 
atrocity !-r-With refpedl to thofe in par- 
ticular who efFefted that revolution, it may 

« 

with confidence be affirmed, that, however 
high their fenfe of fubordination, however 
ready at all times to obey the mod perilous 
orders of their fuperiors, had fuch a fervice 
been allotted to them, they would have 
turned from it with abhorrence ! 

To confute afperfions fo cruelly injurious 
to thefe gallant men is, it muft be owned, 
one, and that not the leaft, of the author's 
aitfis; an aim which, when guided by 

{ iruih^ 
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truthn he conceives to be neither blameable 
nor difhonourable. — He means not, how- 
ever, to call in the aid of argument for 
this purpofe : the fa^s follow, and will 
fpeak for themfelves : neither is it his 
bufinefs or his intention to enter into any 
. difcuffion of the principles upon which 
this celebrated expedition was undertaken, 
as this point muft be referred to a judge- 
ment to be formed upon the fame grounds: 
if they were wrongs nothing he could here 
advance would fuffice to juftify them ; if 
rightj it is not in his power to arraiga 
them^ 

Having premifed thus much with refpeft 
to the circumftances which originally led 
to this compilation, and the motives for 
the prefent production of it, it may not 
be improper to fubjoin a few obfervations 
upon the work itfclf. 

The 
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The difficulty of collefting materials 
capable of forming a regular, conne£^, 
and authentic detail of events in the 
northern parts of Hindoftan within the 
laft century, muft be well known to all 
who have ever made fuch an inquiry the 
obje6l of their purfuit : the univerfal d©-. 
cline of learning in the empire within that 
period, has afFefted hi/lory in particular; 
in the few crude produdtions of this kind 
which are to be found, the dates of the 
moft important events are generally mif- 
placed, and often entirely omitted ; and it 
frequently happens that no two authors, 
in the relation of the moft momentous and 
interefting fads, exaftly coincide in the 
points of place ajnd circumftance : — the 
writer is therefore feafible that his work 
muft contain fome anachronifms, and per- 
haps, in a few places, deviations from 
the relations of others ; the former of 

thefe 
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thefe h^ has as m^ich as poilible Aiidied to 
avoid or redify ; and with refpedt to the 
latter, none that be has been able to difco- 
ver appear of any manner pf moment ; 
indeed^ he has beenthie lefs folicitous upon 
this head, as he depends much upon the 
authority of the iperfon under whpfe in- 
ipedion (as he has before intitnated) the 
Perfian manufcript, which forms the ehiQf 
ground of the wo^k, was drawn up j whofe 
^knowledge of the ful>je£l mud be na^tu- 
rally fuppofed to be accurate and extenfiye, 
as he was z Robilla^ ai confidential fervant 
of one of their chiafs^ and b^d himfetf 
been perfonally engaged in many of the 
events related in it# 

The narrative is preceded by i Aort. 
view of the actual ftate of the diftrKfts b£ 
Hindoftanj fubje£l to the Muflulman go- 
vernn^nts^ as they flood ^t, the period of the 

B importaat 



m 



XViii V R B P A C ]fc. 

important revolutions which have been . 
efFc6led by the unparalielled fuccefs of- the 
Englifli : this Iketch will, prohably, be 
regarded as very flight and imperfea, con- 
fidering the magnitude of the fubjefl: ; 
the writer, however-, is encouraged to ofFcr 
it, not only as it may tend in general to 
the illuflration of what follows, but al(b 
as it may ferve to obviate certain rhifcon- 
ceptions which have been, with vaft la- 
bour and ingenuity, raifed in the minds of 
the public, and to evince with what pecu- 
iiareafe political revolutions maybe brought 
about Inthofe countries, without inducing 
any of the dreadful confequences which 
have been folemnly pronounced (in a place 
and from an authority too liigh to be here 
mentioned) as the conftant and neceffary 
refult of them. 

An appendix is alfo given, containing 
copies 
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copies of fuch original papers as may 
ferw the more fully to exhibit the leading 
circumftances of the firft rupture between 
our Ally the Vizier Suja-al Dowlah, and 
the Rohillas, as well as of the treaties of 
peace which put a period to the calamities 
thofe countries^ bpth from their natural 
and political fituation^ had for many years 
been fubjeft to. 

. In the original draft of the work, it 
was termed a T^ranjlatlon ; both as it was, 
in fa6t, in a great meafure literally fo, 
(from the manufcript, as already mention- 
ed) and alfo, becaufe the writer thought 
he could thus beft cover its blemiflies and 
imperfections : but, as in fome parts of it 
(thofe, in particular, which treat of fuch 
proceedings of the Englifh government 
as were any way connefted with it) he has 
neceffarily had recourfe to other fources of 

B 2 infor- 
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information, Co He has thought It flfioft 
fmtable to drop that appellation, a'n3 K> 
fend it foVtli under the title bf Wh^t it 
really Is, a Ulfiory or tiifioncd P^etatUh, 
where all tlic incidents 'arc co'iilbiriM iii 
theirnatural 'conrieaion with aind 'de'Jitfft- 
dance upon each other. 

After having faid fo much, it Would 'Be 
■unpardonable to trefpafs farther upon the ' 
patience of the reader; yet niaythe Writer 
be permitted to add ifhat, if in this little 
publication he fliould appear to 'have at- 
tempted beyond his ftrchgth, — ^if in ad- 
dition to the {everal defefls he is ciibfcious 
it. contains, the fuperior penetration of 
others ftiould chance to ilifcbver ftill more, 
heneverthelefs hopes that every reafonablc 
allowance will be made for him j the mfag- 
nitude aiid importance of a laborious un- 
dertaking, in which he Is at prefent enga- 
ged 
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ged, has afforded him but little Iei:(ure for 
revifal and correSlion^ and none for the ftudy 
of Tiarmony of language, or elegance of 
ftyle, were he even difpofed to imagine 
that his efforts in this refpedt could be at- 
tended with fuccefs ; — to exceL therefore, 
has not bqen fo much his aim as to inform : 
and it is to be prefumed that, in the eye 
of the candid and the judicious, fome 
littlp credit will be given to the intention^ 
even though he fhould be fo unfortunate as 
in any manner to fail in the execution of 
it. 

Some paffages in the following narrative 
muft be interefling to every Englifh reader, 
and, however fliort its period or confined 
the fcene of its tranfadipns, yet it may 
perhaps be found, by fuch as are defirou3 
of drawing their conclufions from plain 
f^£l^ rather than from vague qffertion^ not 

33 ^^ 
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to be altogether dcftitute of ufeful and en- 
tertaining matter ; neither can the hiftpry 
of a government which underwent the 
whole progreffive feries oirife^ independancCy 
zxAdtJfolution^ within the little fpace of 
J^irty-fioe years, be held unworthy the at- 
tention of thofe who, abftrafted from any 
narrow interefts or partialities, may be dc- 
lirous of deriving amufement and inftruc- 
tion, from a review of the unprofitable 
toils and tranfitory viciflitudes of Human 
Life. 
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•SHORT VIEW 

OF THE STATE OF THE 

Provinces of H I N D O S T A N, 

SUBJECTTOTHE 

MUSSULMAN GOVERNMENTS; 

WITH RESPECT TO THE 

Jlelatlve Situation of their Inhabitants* 



In order to give a more clear and diftiud 
conception of this fubjeft, it may be ne-^ 
ceffary to premife, by taking a curfory 
retrofpeft to the circumftances, which, 
through a variety of revolutions efFefted 
in the courfe of many centuries, have led 
.to. the modern and very fingular ftate of 
thofe diftrids v^hich are termed the Muf- 
fulman Provinces in India. 

B 4 la 
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In a country of fuch vaft extent as H/«r 
dojian^ famous from the earlieft ages for 
the richnefs of its produftions,'the faju- 
brity of its climate, and the fertility of its 
foil, it is to be fuppofed thslt there are re* 
fidetits of all completions^ and of every re- 
ligious perfuafioh : There are, however, 
only two defcriptions to be confidered as 
forming the. grand charjkfteriftic diftinc- 
tions undej: v^rhich the inhabitants, in ge- 
neral, may be arranged ; the Hindoos and 
the Muffulmansy or Mahpmmedans : Ofthefe, 
the former are the Aborigines^ and the lat- 
ter the defcendants of the profelytes from 
the Hindoo religion, or of thofe Arabs, 
Perfians, and Tartars, who, in the courfe 
of the laft eight Hundred years, have fpread 
themfelves over the face of this extenfive 
j'egion. 

The hiftories of the Hindoos trace bacjc 

• ■ ' • ' *' ' ' • ' * '■ • ' • • ' 

the annals of an mdependant fyftematic 

form of government ah4 legiflation over 

the greateft part of this immenfe fpace to 

a period far beyond the date of European 

chronology, 
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chronology, and pourtray a people flourilh- 
ing in all the fuperiority of civilized life, 
at a time when we fuppofe the reft of maa- 
kind to have been funk (with very few ex- 
ceptions) into the moft abjeft barbarifm. 
Brave, aftive, poliftied, and induftrious, 
the Hindoos, in their original ftate, appear 
to have been no wife deficient in the qua- 
jlities necefl'ary to^thc defence of their wide- 
ly-extended territories, agalnft the incur- 
iions of the various wild and favage na- 
tions by whom they were furrounded; 
and, if we arp to credit their accounts, and 
the more unqueftionable teftimony of the 
remains of antiquity which are every were 
to be found, they enjoyed, for many ages, 
under a mild and fimple form of govern- 
ment, founded on a religion whofe very 
-effence feems to be benevolence and an ab- 
horrence of blood, a degree of happinefs, 
the extent and duration of which is not to 
be equalled in the hiftory of any other por- 
tion of the human race. 

H»d no events tjiken place calculated 

to 



A SHORT VIEW, &C. 

to effeft important revolutions as well in 
the manners of a great part of mankind 
as in the fate of many empires ; had the 
barbarous hords around this happy region 
never been aftuated by any more forcible 
impulfe than fuch as the hopes of plunder 
might infpire ; it is probable that feveral 
centuries might have been added to the 
felicity and independency of the Hindoos : 
time, however, and the concurrence of 
circumflances, have wroughta great change 
both in the political fituation and perfonal 
charaiSer of this people, in many of the 
richeft and mofl extenlive provinces of their 
ancient dominion. 

The impoftor of Mecca had eftabllihedj - 
as one of the primary principles of his 
doctrine, the merit of extending it, either 
by perfuafion or the fword, to all parts of 
the earth. This iiijiuidlon his followers 
Jo fleadily adhereii to, and lb earneftly 
purfued, that in ids than three centuries 
after its iirfl: propagation, a large part of 
Europe, Afia, and Aiiica, was leen to em- 
brace 
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brace or fubmit to ** the law of t^e pro-' 
" phei'j^ and, among the reft, the nor- 
thern provinces of Hindoftan, which had 
fo long flouriflied in tranquil fecurity, were 
at length overwhelmed by armies of fierce 
and hardy adventurers, whofe only im- 
provements had been in the fcience of de- 
flrudtion, who added the fury of fanaticifm 
to the ravages of war, and whom a firm 
belief in the rewards which, they were 
taught to expeft, awaited all who (hould 
be fo fortunate as to die in the promulga- 
tion of thefaithy infpired with an energy 
which nothing could refift. Here, however, 
the great end of all <heir conquefts met 
with obftacles fuch as were no where elfe 
oppofed to it ; and in India alone, the 
Muflulman fword, although it could over- 
throw governments and fubjugate king- 
doms, was incapable of gaining or of 
forcing profelytes in any proportion to thei 
numbers who were fubdued : Multitudes 
were facrificed by the favage hand of reli- 
gious perfecutibn, and whole countries 
|vere deluged in blood, in the vain hope 
' " that. 
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that, hy the deftri^ion of a part^ the rc- 
inainqer might be perfuaded or terrified into 
the profeffion of Mahommedanifm : the 
nature of the Hindoo religion held forth 
|nyincib[le obftacles to their views : original 
in its nature, and abfolute in its decreeSf 
its precepts induce a total feclufion from 
the reft of mankind : and this feclufive 
principle extends not only to the wholp 
of the Hindoos, with refpe<9: to' the reft 
of the world, but alfo to every cafi or clafs 
of thpfe with refpeft to every .other fofi : — 
|t neither admits converts from other fyf- 
tems, nor allows pf the fmalleft even tern- 
forary deviation from its own ; infomuch 
that, if a Hindoo be difcovered to have 
cy^r eaten or drank^ or to have affociated ixx 
theie aSs with others, contrary to the rules 
prefer ibed to him by his religion (whether 
voluntarily, or by compulfion) he "^r- 
felts Us Cast," — that is to fay, he be- 
comes utterly ;bamfhed from fociety, is 
confjijer^d by his friends and relatpns as 
4eiid, and i$ thenceforth profcribed as an 
idiath^ with whom no communication can 

legally 



/ 
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legally be held : hence every tie which call 
lay hold upon the heart of man, every en- 
joyment which conftitutes his chief delight, 
arc the pledges of a Hindoo's perfevcrance 
in the faith of his anceftors.— The Muf- 
fulman Princes and Generals who firft fuc- 
ceeded in their attacks upon Hindoftati 
foon perceived the futility of thofe fart- 
guinary efforts, which might extirpate, 
but could feldom Convert^ a people whom 
neither terror nOr intreaty could tempt to 
defert a fyftem upon their adherence to 
which their whole happinefs was thus 
made to depend : they therefore determined 
to relinquifh the impradicable ideas with 
which they had, at firft, entered upon their 
career ; and from that period to the prefeiit 
time an univerfal toleration feerbs (with 
few exceptions) to have been the markiri]g 
charaderiftick of the Muffultnan rules 
throughout Iiidia. 

All the countries of Hindoftan, from 
the /Ww to the Ganges^ \9ttt in courfe 
of time fubdued by the Muffulman arms ; 

they 
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they afterwards extended their conqueftsto 
the eaftward and fouthward ; all the ter- 
ritories on each fide of the laft-mentioned 
river (as far as the Cummow mountains) 
Bahar Bengal, the Decan and the Car- 
natick, fucceffively fell under the Ma- 
hommedans, who fettled in the countries 
they had thus acquired, governing them 
(for the moft part) in the name and under 
the authority . of the Emperor at Delhi, 

,who was recognized as Lord Paramount 
over the whole : Many other provinces 
which never were aftually fubdued, were 
fufFered to retain their ancient laws and 
form, of Government, under their own 
hereditary chiefs, or Rajahs^ thefe acknow- 
ledging fealty to the Muffulman court at 
Delhi, and paying tribute to its officers : 

. — Some few, fecured by their infignicance, 
or their inacceffible fituation, ftill conti- 
nued to retain their former independance. 

Thus the Emperors of Hindoftan held 
. dominipn, at one period, over a vaft Mo- 
narchy, confifting of diftrids, provinces, 

and 
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and kingdoms, of two different defcrip- 
tions:— The firft, thofe which, having 
been conquered by the Muffulmans, were 
more immediately and completely under 
fubjedion ; being protefted and held iu 
obedience by Muffulman armies ; having 
Courts of Juftice eftabliflied in them upon 
the fame principles as in Perfia and other 
Mahommedan countries, in which all 
caufes were judged and decided by the 
ftandard of Muflulman jurifprudence ; and 
governed by Royal deputies or Nawabs^ 
whofe occafional appointments took place 

at Delhi : ^The fecond, thofe, which 

never having been completely fubjugated, 
{till retained their ancient laws and ufages, 
and were governed by Rajahs j fucceediiig 
each other, in* general, according to lineal 
defcent ; but, liable to ejeftment upon any 
failure, either in the payment of their fti- 
-pulated tribute, or the furnifhing of mi- 
litary aid when required, holding their 
lands, in fad, \xy 2i ioitoi feudal vajfalage. 

. .< . * 
A fyftem fo unwieldy from its extent, 

and 
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and compofed of fuch heterogeneous parts^ 
could not long be prcferved entire ; and ac* 
cordii^gly, the hillory of Hindoftan^ for the 
laft five hundred years, exhibits liCtleiclfe 
than a continued feries of rebellions and in- 
furredions, and reiterated efforts on the part 
of the fupreme government to quell them. 
The vigorous ad minifl: ration of a long line 
of able princes held it, indeed, for fome 
time, undiminiflied ; but a few weak reigns 
ttndid the work of ages ; and during the 
decline of the houfe of Timour, within 
the laft century, this immenfe fabrick fell 
rapidly to ruin ; Province after province 
feceded from their obedience, and the ex- 
tent of the imperial authority was gradu-^ 
ally circumfcribed, until at length there 
remained to the defcendants of that illuf- 
trious family nothing more than a wretch- 
ed remnant of territory immediately around 
the capital, and a ftill univerfally acknow-* 
ledged title to royalty exprefled by ineffi- 
cient declarations of fubjeftion and ajttach- 
n^nt, which, like the ruins of fome ftately 

pile» 
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pile, fcrves only to point out the fplendor 
it wa^ bnce pofleikd o£ 

In the difiii^nibernleiit of this unwieldy 
empire, little alteration was made in the 
interior government or policy of each parti- 
cular, province :— the Newabs negleftedto 
Iremit their revenues to the royal treafury, 
^nd the Rajdbs witheld their tribiitej or re- 
nounced their obedience, the countries of 
each remaining, refpe£lively, under the 
fame laws, and fubjed to the fame modes 
of public adminiftration as before ; except- 
ing only that every chief, as he threw off 
his ailegiaacei (in fa^ if not in terms^) in- 
ftead of depending any longer upon the 
appointment of the Court, affumed to 
himfelf the right of eftablifhing the fuc-. 
cedion to the dominion of his territory in 
his own family t each fucceflbr endeavour- 
ing, however, to give oftcnfible validity to 
his claim, by proquring Firmans or com- 
tnidions froth the Emperor, to whonl all 
ftiU continued to acknowledge fealty, and 

C to 
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to allow the barren privikgfc of beftowitiig ' 
nominal honours and marks of difiladiou. 

Thus, the empire of Hindoftan became, 
and has from that period confifled of, a 
number of kingdoms, provinces, and di- 
ftridls, totally independent of each other, 
or of any fupreme head, and of twodiftinft 
defcriptions or denominations, Hindoo and 



Of the former of thefc wc forbear to 
(peak, as this view is meant to be confined 
folely to thofe provinces which, on the ge- 
neral defection, remained, as before, under 
the dominion of the MulTulmans ; and 
this, although it particularly points at the 
territories ufurped by the Rohilla Afgans, 
may ncverthtefs be confidered as equally 
applying to all other provinces of the fame 
clafi. 

The Hindoos in thefe diftrlfls, although 
they have loft much of their priftine pu- 
rity and fimpiicity of manners, do yet fttU 
retain 
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ft. 

retain the ftrongcft marks of aa original 
character. — ^Their climate, their food, and 
the 'delicate conformation of their bodies 
concur to render them foft and eflfeminate ; 
and the (ingular eafe with which the earth 
yields all her produdions contributes to 
cherifti the natural indolence of their 
difpofitions. — They are brave, but their 
courage requires an impulfe to fpur them 
on to aftion, which feldom offers where 
all the rewards of military exertion are mo- 
nopolized by others : they are naturally 
avaricious ; but the total infecurity of 
property, whilft at the mercy of unprinci- 
pled and rapacious tyrants, in general, 
^ either con fide rably checks this paflion by 
difcouraging its end, or prevents its affum- 
ing any other fliape than that of apparent 
penury, covering the moft fecrct and moft 
Ibrdid accumulation : — hence, they arc 
little defirous of improving their (ituation 
or increafing their poffeffions by any of the 
bolder or more dangerous purfuits of am- 
bition : — that abafement of mind which 
is the neceffary confequence of a long (late 

C 2 of 
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of (Uvifh fubjoSion*, feems wholly to havp 
fupprefled the energy of fpiih ueceflary to 
the undertaking of great aod daring' ac- 
tions; and whilH: the inhabitants of tfaofe 
Hindoo ftates which, in the courfe of va- 
rious revolutions, have preferved or leoo- 
vered their original independence, are en* 
terprifi«gand adtive, thcfe,- although acute 
and lngenio«is, are yet frigid and ioert* 
Theie imperfeftions do not prevent them, 
however, from being as induArious as the 
Dature of the arts they purfae or the foij 
they cultivate renders neeeflary, at the 
fame time that they make them the more 
«afily governed ; and they are accordrngly 
vntformty fubmiffive and obedient. 

From this it will appear that their in- 
clinations and imbecilities lead tbeav in 
general to prefer and purfue the quietef 
and more peaceable occupations of life ; 
and, excepting the caft of Kyettriei, who 
are Ibldiers by birth or by the precepts of 
their religiou, and who hire themfclves as 
mercenaries, indifferently, to any power 
under 
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unikt which they can procure employment,, 
— tjiey are almoft all either manufafturcrs, 
or tillers of the ground. The few among 
them who acquire wealth, finding in ^- 
crecy their only feoirity againft extortion^ 
never have their property fo fituaeted as 
would give them any intereft in the fate 
of the country they inhabit ; and, with 
refpeft to the remainder, if they be in- 
dulged in the unmedefted exercife of their 
religious ceremonies, and the current pro- 
vifion of a {lender maintenance for their 
families, they little care under what go- 
vernment they live, or by mafters of what 
completion they may be ruled : one fet of 
conquerors isdriven out by another, andtheir 
affumed rights again ufurped by a third ; 
whilft the Hindoos J whofe country is the 
object:, and from whofe labour and inge- 
nuity that objeft derives its value, behold 
the QOiitdk with an indifference of which 
thofe who have never had an opportunity 
of being acquainted with the utter apathy 
of their difpofitions can form no idea :— ^ 
the viftors, whoever they may be, find the 

C 3 fame 



l6 A SHORT VIEW, &C. 

fame intereft in cheriftiing and protecting 
thofe innocent and ufefulfubjefts as had tho 
vanquifhed ; — thus the Hindoos, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, fuffer but little in fuch 
convulfions; and taking no part in the 
quarrel, are in a great meafure fcreened 
from a participation in its confequen«es. 

The Mahommedans, greatly as they 
muft have accumulated in fo many ages, 
do yet bear an infinitely fmall proportion in 
point of number to the Hindoos, among 
whom ftrift temperance, and early marri- 
age being indifpenfable religious oblerv- 
ances, population (hoots with a vigour 
unknown in any other climate of equal 
temperature. 

The purfuits of the Mahommedans, in 
general, differ very much from thofe; of the 
Hindoos. — Excepting their priefts, law- 
yers, and other diftindions of the learned 
and reclufe, their views do almoft univer- 
fally lie in the army or the court ; fome 

I few, 
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^few, indeed, of the very loweft fort arc 
traders or mechanicks, cnaaufadurers or 
labourers. 

The only Huidoos of any note are the 
Zlmeendars or principal landholders, who 
are, however, totally dependent upon their . 
Muflulman lords, and anfwerablc to them 
for the amount of their rents, or for a 
fixed tribute at which they are aflefled, (be- 
fides being obliged to aflift them with fuch 
proportion in men or money as may be re- 
quired upon every emergency,) — fo that the 
whole of the revenues ultimately centers 
with the Mahommedans, who fill all the 
important offices both in,tbe army and in 
the other different departments of the ftate^ 
thereby referving the efficient pow'cr al- 
together in their own hands^ 

Thus it appears that, in thefe provinces, 
the great body of the people is compofed 
of Hindoos^ who till the ground or carry 
on the manu failures, and are invariably 
attached to the foil ; whilft the compara^ 

C 4 tively 
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lively trifling number of MahommedansT 
hold the Aate ia fubje£tioQ, difpofe of its 
revenues, and arc removable by every 
change in politicks or power. 

So long as the fapreme government re- 
tained a vigour which was imparted to all its 
fubordinate depend encjes^ the Hindoos iti 
thefe provinces enjoyed, perhaps, as high 
a degree of happinef^ and eafe as could be 
confident with a ftate of abfolute vaflal* 
age. — ^Whijft the Houfe of Timour conti- 
nued to flourifb, the ear of the Emperor 
was always open to the complaints of th^ 
meanefl of his fubje&s ; au unremitting 
vigilance was preferved over the conduft of 
all who were entrufted with authority ; » 
and the fatal confequen<:es of mifcondufl or 
malverfatjon were known (in the prompt 
decifions of abfolute power) to be equally 
rapid and unavoidable, Mprepver, the 
Muffulmans were not, like other foreign- 
ers who yifit Hindoftaq, mere temporary. 
Jbjourners. Obtaining entry into, or domi- 
nion over, a territory, their firft defigns, 

originating 



l^lginating In the bigotry of a miftakent 
steal, or the barbarous rapacity of defultoiy 
incurfion, were fucceeded by the milder 
and more equitable views of a permanent 
eAablifliment, fee ure4 upon the principles 
of juilice and moderation, which alone 
pould render their acquiiitions capable of 
yielding them any lafting advantage i-r-s 
Xhrty fettled m the country, and thus ber 
coming naturalized, had a certain intere^ 
in the foil. — The ftern and harfh features 
of the Muffulman charader infenfibly ac- 
quired fome fofter tints from an alTociation 
with the mild, forbearing, and amiable 
temper of the Hindoos ; and a firong and 
united iyflem of ad minifl ration afForde4 
the tatter protedion, at once, from domefr 
tic oppreflion and external injury. — This 
pleafing face of things has, however, long 
iince undergone a mofl deplorable alterar 

tion : the power of one univerfal defpot 

being ov^erthrown, a way was opened for 
the intolerable and uncontrouled licentioui^ 
nefs of numberfefs petty tyrants :— in the 
^narchy which increafed with the increaf- 

in 
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ing weaknefs of the Imperial Court, t\^ 
violent and unprincipled fadions of con* 
tending nobles united to tread all order and 
fubordination under foot ; and the tumul- 
tuous diftradrions hereby engendered ex- 
tending to the more diftant provinces, dif- 
fufed their fatal efFefts wherefoever the 
royal authority had reached, at the fame 
time that the licentioufnefs of manners 
which is the ufual attendant of civil dif- 
cord, introduced, perhaps, no fmall change 
into the general charadter and deportment 
of the Muffulmans about this period ; and 
thus, from the operation of a variety of 
caufes, they became equally diffoiute and 
rapacious. — In the rapid lapfe of revolu- 
tiouF, efFeded lefs frequently by the man^ 
date of the prince than by the dagger of the 
hired affafTm, all who could obtain truft or 
command were anxious to feize the oppor^ 
tunity for making the moftof fituations fo 
precarious : — as money was the life of every 
intrigue by which individuals hoped to 
rife to power or fcreen themfelves from iu'* 

jury, fo no means, however nefarioqs, 

were 
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were omitted to acquire it : all regard ta 
the^intereft of the country or the profpe- 
rity of its inhabitants was loft, where the 
verfatile fituation of affairs was occafioning 
a continual change of mafters : — and the 
Muflulman Government every where dege- 
ijerated into a confirmed fyftem of the 
jnoft profligate venality and the moft 
abandoned peculation ; whilft the great 
body of the people, deftitute of any 
efFciSual patronage or protection, became 
by turns the prey of every upftart adven- 
turer, whofe circumftances or abilities en- 
abled him to afpire at rule : and it was, 
fdoubtlefs, the Angular ftate of thefe coun* 
tries in the particulars we have defcribedi 
which could have alone preferved then^ 
from being altogether depopulated and lai4 
wafte, in the progrefs of fuch a fcene of 
contention and blooddied* 

Such was the aftual ftate of thefe pro* 
vinces, when the folly and cruelty of 
Sujar-al-Dowlah, in its confequences, 
formed a peccflity for the Englifli to adl 
an important and decifive part upon this 

theatre:— 
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theatre : — fuch was the real ftate of tl>^ 
territory which had been wrefied from the 
Mogul government by theRphiUa Afgans, 
when the policy (whether juftifiaWle or 
other wife) of fecuring the dominions and 
fupporting the caufe of our ally induced 
the Britiih government in Bengal to aflift 
him in their expulfiou. 

.. The dedudions to be drawn from thefe 
obfervationsy fo far as they may apply to 
the matter contained in the following 
pages, we ihali leave to the judgement of 
the reader. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

A HE writer has ftudioufly endeavoured 
in the courfe of this work, as much as pof- 
fibk to avoid the repetition of Oriental 
terms and phrafcs ki their original form^ 
which local knowledge alone can render 
clear and familiar to thi^ European reader^ 
and to fuhftitute fuch Englifh expreflions 
as bear the moft appofite fignifications to 
them. But, with rtfpeO: to proper names 
and titles^ which fo frequently occur, and 
can neither be omitted nor altered, and of 
which it is in general very difficult 
to retain a difcriminating remembrance, 
he has followed a plan not heretofore 
adopted by any writer on thofe fub- 
jefls, and here begs leave to fubjoin a lift 
of the principal perfpnages concerned or 
mentioned in the courfe of the following 
narrative, which may ferve as a table of 
occafional reference, in the perufal of It, 

The 
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The narrative begins by a retrofpe^ 
to the ulurpation of Shere Shah^ 

The fubftance of the hiftory is Included 
within the reigns of 

Mahummcd Shah ^ 

AKmed ShaK 1 Mogul Emperors of Hin- 

&11 TT .' I doftan, and 

AUunjjgcer II. y ^ ^ 

Shah Aulum, the prefent Emperor. 

Kummir-ad-deen-Khan, Vizier under Mahammed Shah. 

Scfdar Jung> Vizier under Ahmed Shah. 

Ghazec-ad-dcen Khan^ Prime Minifter under Allumgccr If. 

not officially Vizier. 

Sujar-al-Dowlah, Vizier under Shah Aulura. 



Nadir Shah, King- of Perfia. 
Ahmed Abdillee, Sovereign of Candah^r< 



Genealogical 
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vSenealogical Table of the Family of AUee 
% Mahnmmed, 

Founder of the Rohilla Government. 



Shah Aulum 



Hufein Khan 



J 



I 



Daood Khan — HaiSz Rahmut Khan,&c. 
I 

r A;llee Mahpmm kd- ^ 

TNiamutKhan. DoondeeKhan.^ 



Sallabut Khan. | 

^Mahboola Khan — Fittec Ooolee'Khan^ 



TAbdoola Khan, Fyzoola Khan,- Sydoola Khan, Mahum-^- 
j. med Yar, Allah Yar, and Murtooza Khan. 1 



Offices in Rohilcund, after the death of 

Alice Mahummed. 



Hafiz Rahmut 
Doondee Khan 

Niamut Khan 
Siimbut Khan 



} 
} 



Guardians. 



AiTifbint Miniflers* 



JFutteh Khan, Khanfaman^ or Steward, (fucceeded by his 

Son Ahmed Khan. 

Sirdar Khan, Bux^^ or Paymafter, (fucceeded by his So» 

Ahmed Khan. 

Other 
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OtBer Perfons of note. r 

Mcef Munnoo, Son to the Vi»icr Kummir-ad^teen Khan^ 
fbmetime Commander in Chief of the Mogal Army. 

Nejeeb al Dowiah^ an Afgan of eminence^ who aftrd at 
MinlAer at Delhi in the abfence of the prefent Emperor* 

Zabita Khan> hit Son. 

Kaeem Jung, Chief of the Bdngifli tribe of Afgatw^ 

poiDefied of Ferrochabad* 

JfymA Khim Songiifaf Brother and ^uccriTor to Kaeen 

Jwng. 

Maxzlffer Jung, Son and Succcflbr to Ahmed Khan 

Bungifh. 
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A 

RELATION 

O F THE , 

Origin^ Prdgrefs, and Diflblution, 

' O F T H E 

Government of the RoHtLLA Afgans^ 



X HE ^fgan Tartan whofe hUmerous 
tribes (under the general denomination of 
Patans) occupy all the mountainous coun- 
try which forms the North-weftern boun- 
dary of Hindoftan, had for a long feries of 
time held the greateft part of this immenfe 
dominion in fubjedlion, aud ftirnifhed a 
race of monarchs who filled the imperial 
throne at Delhi upwards of three centu- 
ries^ until the fubjugation of the northern 

D IndiA| 
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India, and the overthrow of the Patau g^ 
vernment, by the arms of Timur Beg, y - 

About one hundred and forty years after 
that event, the ufurpation of Mahummed 
Fereed-Shere-Shah, who in the nine hun- 
dred and fiftieth year of the Higera fuc- 
ceeded in his rebellion againft the Empe- 
ror Humaioon, and drove that monarch in- 
to exile, having occaiioned a violent dif- 
tradion throughout all the countries in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, many of the 
inhabitants forfook thofe diftrids, and fled 
to the "tnore diftant provinces, hoping in 
the remotenefs of their fituations to find a 
fecurity from the extortions of the ufurper* 

Shere Shah was himfelf an Afgan or Fa- 
tan ; and it was at this period that num- 
bers of Afgans, expefting in him and his 
fucceflbrs to fee another Dynafty of the 
Patans eftabliflied upon the throne of 
Delhi, haftened from all parts tocnlift un- 
der the ftandard of the new emperor. 
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< As thofe who fled from the tyrannical 
exa^ions of the ufurper and his creatures 
chiefly confifted of fuch as had ferved in 
the great offices of the ftate, or as coUedlors 
of diftridls and principal landholders under 
the former government, to fome of thefe^ 
new comers he prefented grants of the 
evacuated eftates.and employments; many 
he raifed to pofls of the higheft power and 
diftindtion, arid to all he gave every poili- 
ble encouragement to fettle in that part of 
Hindoftan ; and hence, on the death of 
Shere, when Humaioon recovered the em«* 
pire by the defeat of Secunder, the nephew 
and fucceflbr of his former competitor, the » 
Afgans formed a powerful body in thofe 
diflrids^ 

As the in furred ion 8 and rebellions which 
have at all times difturbed the tranquillity 
of the Mogul government, prefented the 
moft ample field of advancement and di^.^ 
ftindion to thefe bold and hardy foldicr$ 
of fortune, after the foregoing event, 
every adventurer who could collcdl a band 

D z of 
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6{ lawlefs freebooters, ufed to repair /o 
Delhi to ofFe rhis fervices to the king ; ajnd, 
^s the appointment of ftrangers, deftitute of 
any dangerous interefts or connexions, was 
the moft eliigible policy in the government 
of the more diftant provinces, thefe offers 
were generally excepted ; this wife precau- 
tion, however, which for a time Certainly 
contributed to fupport the authority of 
the Mogul princes, and to preferve their 
empire entire, tended, in its unavoidable 
confequences, to precipitate their down* 
fal ; as the influence, credit, and numbers 
of thefe adventurers and their defcendants 
at length increafed to fuch a degree, as fi- 
nally enabled them, in the general difmem- 
berment of this unwieldy monarchy, to 
fecure to themfelves the independent pof- 
feffion of many of its richeft provinces. 

Of the various petty independencies 
which thus grew out of the ruins of the 
Mogul monarchy, one of the laft (though 
not the moft inconfidcrable either in power 
or extent) was eftablilhed in the country 
I of 
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Q^Kuttaher^ in latter times better known 
by^emmcofRohilcund. 

This territory is fituated to the eaftward 
of the Ganges, between the province of 
Owde, and the firft range of northern 
hills commonly called the Cumtnou Moun^ 
tains ; — as its fliape is nearly that of an ir- 
regular triangle, embraced on two of its 
fides by the Ganges and the laft-mentioned 
boundary, it would not be cafy to give, in 
general terms, any accurate idea of its di- 
menfions ; — its mean length, however, is 
about one hundred and eighty, and its 
greateft breadth about ninety miles, from 
which dimenfion it gradually decreafes un- 
til it terminates in its moft northern point 
at Hirdewar^ where the Ganges flows 
through the before* mentioned range. 

From a concurrence of happy circumftan- 
ces, (as it lies in a temperate climate, and is 
watered by feveral fine rivers) the country 
is, in general, rich and fertile, and con- 
tains many cities of confiderable notCf the 

D 3 chief 
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chief of which are Owlah, Barilla, 
radabad, and Rampore. All thefe, p^ 
ous to the ufurpatioiis of the Rohillas, had 
been the capitals of royal Vowjedarrys (or 
lieutenancies) and the two fornner have 
fince, at different times, refpeftively be- 
come the feat of government, during 'the 
fhort period of Rohilla independence. 

Among other Afgans who, from the 
caufes ah*eadv related, came to fcek their 
fortunes in the lower countries, in the 
1084th year of theHlgera, (A. C. 1673) 
two brothers named Shah Aulum and 
Huflcin Khan, having forfaken their na- 
tive mountains, fettled in Kuttaher, where* 
they procured fome fmall employments 
tinder the officers of the Mogul goverment ; 
but nothing farther is related of them 
worthy of note. 

Huffein had three fons ; Doondy Khan, 
NiamutKhan, and Sillaubet Khan ; thefirft 
of whom will make a confpicuous figure in 
the fequel.— The elder brother, (Shah Au- 

lum) 
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Inm) had two fons, — the firft named 
Uacod Khan, and the fecond Rahmut 
Khan. 

The latter of thcfe not bearing any Im- 
poi tant part in the enfuing fcene of adion 
for feveral years, it is needlefs to obferve 
more of him at prefent than that his firft 
ootfet ill life was in a mercantile capacity, 
fuitable to the obfcurity of his origin ; and 
that he continued to trade between Lahore 
and Delhi, until he was called forth to fill 
more elevated and important ftations. 

Daood chofe a military life ; and after 
the manner of other Afgan adventurers, 
collecting together fomc followers, offered 
himfelf and was admitted as a volunteer 
into an army fent by the vizier to oppole 
the incurlions of the Mahrattas, who about 
this period had acquired a confiderable de-^ 
gree of power, and were become not a little 
formidable to the Mogul government, lay- 
ing wafte the country between Narwa and 
Gowalior, and extending their depredations 

D 4 towards 
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towards the banks of the Jumna.— ~Qn 
this expedition Daood diftinguiflied hj/n- 
felf by his bravery ; and being on a particular 
pccafion, detachecl from the main army, hacj 
the addrefs to furprize and cut off a pafty 
of the enemy, bringing in with him fomo 
elephants and other fpoils, 

As a reward for this fervice, Ddood, oa 
,the return of the ' royal forces, obtained a 
grant qf a little diftrid in the territory of 
Budavon, which forms a part of Rohil- 
cund ; but, a retired life ill fuiting with 
his aftive and enterprifing fpirit, he pre- 
fently recruited his little force, confifting 
of thefirft followers of his fortune, with a 
confiderable body of his countrymen, and 
with thefe rendered many fervices to the 
neighbouring Rajahs and Zimeendars, who 
were happy to procure his fuppcrt in their 
frequent difputes with each other, which • 
in thofe countries are generally decided by 
force. 

The fame of this bold partizan foon 

reached 
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reached the ^ars of the Rajah of Cummou 
(<ijf Kummdoori) who invited Diood into his 
fervice, and in a little time after gave 
him the command of all his forces ; — in 
this iituation D4ood performed many 
^rvices of confiderable advantage to his 
mafter ; not meeting however with 
thofe rewards to which he thought his me- 
ritsand ferviqes entitled him, he was pre- 
paring to leave the Rajah'S employ in dif- 
guft ; but in attempting to cfFeift this he 
was feized ; *and the Rajah cruelly ordered 
his feet to be cut off, and the (inews of his 
legs to be forcibly drawn out from the 
flumps ; an operation which foon caufed 
the parts to mortify, jmd occaljoned his 
death. 

Daood left two fons j Mahummed, and 
AUee Mahummed* :— of the former of 

D 5 thefe 
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* Some accounts have faid that Allee Mahuiiimed 
was not the f on of Daood, but by birth a Hindoo^ and 
adopted by him ; — this however is not only an incon- 
gruity ^as a Hindoo is feldom nor ever known to be 
adopted by a Muflulrnan,) but is moreover altogether 

unfupported 



36 .HIST OR Y OF T HE 

thcfe nothing remarkable is recorded ;~ 
but it was to the afpiring abilities and igh 
trepid perfevcrance of the latter, (co-ope- 
rating with the turbulence of the times) 
that the Afgans owed the foundation of 
their independance in Rohilcund. 

Daood had always indulged a ftrong par- 
tiality in favour of his younger fon Allee 
Mahummed, and had him early inftrufted 
in every military exercife, and in all other 
accompliftiments which migltt enable him 
to make an eminent and fuccefsful figure 
in the execution of that plan of feparate 
and uncontrolled independence which the 
increafing imbecility of the Imperialautho- 
rity had taught him to hope might fome 
time or other, with the afliftance of his 
countrymen, be efFedled in Rohilcund. 



unfupported in the original Perfian manufcript, where 
he is pofitively mentioned as Daood's fecond fon. 
Of the other fon (Mahummed) the MS. takes no far- 
ther notice whatfoever, except merely mentioning his 
name, as above. 

When 
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When Daood firft conceived his defign of 
jTjjuitting the Rajah of Cummou's fervice, 
he took care prevloufly to tranfmit the 
principal part of his property, under the 
charge of his favourite fon, to Budavon ; 
fo that, upon his death, AlleeMahummed 
found himfelf at once pofleffed of confider- 
able wealth, and fupported by a numerous 
train of his father's adherents, to v^honi 
his gallant and munificent fpirit had much 
endeared him, and whofe defperate cir- 
cumftances and experienced bravery ren* 
dered them the fitteft inftruments for the 
pjofecution of his ambitious views. 

With thefe he entered into the fervlce of 
Azmut-OolahKhan, aperfonof rank, who 
had been appointed from the court of 
Delhi Fowjdar * of Moradabad : — here he 



* A Fowjdar implies, in its literal meaning, a com- 
mander of troops ; and is an officer appointed to aft as 
governor or lieutenant of a diftrift, undera commiffion 
ifrom the king, which empowers him to levy troops 
and make war, &c« as occafion may require. 

fooa 
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fbon ingratiated himlelf with Azmut- 
Oolah, foas to procure, through his meanj>' 
a renewal of the grant which had been 
beftowed on his father, and alfo to obtain 
the colledkion of a confidefable purgunna 
on the part of the Emperor, together with 
zjeydad^ orconfignment of fome villages, 
which he artfully procured for the fup- 
port of his followers. 

( Azmut Oolah being fliortly after recalled 
to court, Allee Mahummed feized the op- 
portunity which this interval afforded him,^ 
whilft there was no royal deputy at hand 
who might control his motions or coun- 
teract his defigns, to raife a ftrong force, 
and^cftablifh himfelf in the poffeffion of 
thofe lands, the charge of which he had 
obtained through the favour of Azmut- 
bolah : — and as thefc parts of India have 
at all times fwarmed with multitudes of 
vagrants (chiefly Afgans) who wander 
over the country in fearch of employment, 
and are ready to enlift under any ftandard 
that may be raifed, or to fight in any caufe 

that 
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that may offer, fo he foon ' increafed the 
number of his followers (which, at the 
time of his father's death had not exceeded 
three hundred in all) to fuch a degree *, 
that when a fucceffor to Azmut-Oolah was 
appointed from Delhi, the Afgan found 
himfelf in a condition to make his owii 
terms, and even to engage him (by fome 
valuable prefents) fo much in his favour as 
to procure, through his means, acommif- 
fion from the Court, authorizing him to 
retain the charge of the lands already men- 
tioned ; and alfo the gift of a fmall Jagecr 
in addition thereto, for the fupport of his 
dignity. 

AUee Mahummed thus raifed to fome 
degree of rank and confequence, neglefted 

* It may, perhaps, appear furpifing that an ob- 
fcure individual fhould be able to collect or fupport a 
formidable force with fuch facility:— it is to be con- 
fidered, however, that in an Indian army the compa- 
rative number of thofe who receive regular pay is very 
fmall : the horfe and accoutrements of every trooper 
are his own property, and he often engages with no 
Other view \\\^vi plunder. 

no 
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no means in his power to ftrengthen his 
intereft and enlarged his connections, and 
the circumftances of the times afforded 
him ample fcope for accomplifhing thefe 
views by methods the moft eafy and >ob- 
vious. — The Court of Delhi being, at this 
time, torn to pieces by the ftruggles of con- 
tending nobles, had loft much of its power 
and influence ; fo that AUee Mahummed, 
confcious of his ftrength, (hewed little 
attention to the imperial mandates, and 
delayed or avoided, on various frivolous 
pretexts, any payment of revenue into the 
royal treafury, employing the income of 
his lands in raifing troops, purchafing ar- 
tillery and military ftores, and, above all, 
in fecuring the friendfliip of many of the 
principal perfonages in the prefence, by a 
judicious and well-timed liberality; neither 
was he remifs in cultivating the attachment 
of the lower orders by the fame praftices 
as enabled him to fucceed with their fu- 
periors ; and he now only waited an op- 
portunity to throw off the ma(k and open- 
ly affert his indepcndance, as moft, of the 

governors 
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governors in the more diftant provinces 
had already done. Such a one prefei>tly 
prefented itfelf, although perhaps fomer 
what prematurely. 

Omdat ^1 Moolk, who was at this period 
Meer Buchjhy or Paymayfter-General of 
the Empire, and pofleffed a confiderable 
fhare of influence at court, held the dif^ 
trifts of Owlab and Minnownah in Jagecr 
from t^e King. — Thefe diftridls bordered 
clofe upon the lands in the pofleffion of 
Allee Mahummed ; and the paymaftcr had 
difpatched a favourite confidential fervant 
to colle6t the rents : whether this perfon 
had received any particular inflruftions 
with regard to the Afgan is not certainly 
known ; but, very foon after his arrival, 
he gave occafion for a quarrel, by endea- 
vouring to fequefter the rents of fome vil- 
lages to which Allee Mahummed laid claim, 
but which the deputy infifted lay within 
the bounds of his Matter's Jageer. — An 
encroachment of this nature the high*fpi- 
ri ted Afgan would by uo means fubmit to ; 

and 
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and after various difputes, and ineffe£lusl 
negotiations, the deputy refolved to at- 
tempt executing his defigns by force ; and, 
as his power was fupportcd by the name 
and countenance of the royal authority, he 
vainly flattered himfelf that no troops 
would venture to oppofe him : — the event 
fliewed, however, how much he was mif- 
taken in his conjefture, as, in an engage- 
ment that enfued he himfelf was flain, and 
his troops totally routed* 

In this exploit Alice Mahummed 
flrengthened himfelf with all the (lores 
and numerous artillery of the enemy : but 
this was not the only advantage he derived 
from it ;- the boldnefs of his aftions and 
munificence of his difpofition had already 
acquired him fome degree of credit with 
his -countrymen, when the fame of this 
viftory raifed his charafter fo high among 
them, that multitudes of Afgans imme- 
diately came from every part of the coun* 
try to offer their fervices ; and as he attach- 
ed them ftrongly to his intereft by making 

over 
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cVer to them almoft the WHole df there- 
venues of his diftrifts; thofe vagrants foon 
became enthufiafts itl his caufe, and were 
ready to fupport him in aiiy ^ttempt^ how- 
ever defperate. 

Ndr was Allee Mdlunittied defiitUte ot 
a powerful friend at court, to raife hi* 
charafter, and extenuate his dppofitiori to 
the imperial authority: in truth, fomife- 
rably was the Mogul gdvernnient funk at 
this time into the bafeft venality aiid cor-* 
tuption, that Rebellion itfelf could with 
eafe irii^ advocates to plead its catife ; and 
where this means failed, the fame efFedt 
was frequently produced in the dutrageous 
animofities of unprincipled and fadlious 
ambition* 

The high office of the Fl^drit was, at 
this period, held by Kummir-ad-deen Khan, 
ji nobleman of the firft charafter for integ* 
rity and abilities: — It is probable, how-j^ 
ever, that the re£titude of his prinqiples 
wa$ not altogether proof of againfl: the 

£ fedu(3:ion$ 
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reductions of imniediate interefl ; as Altee 
Mahummed, from the firft rife of his for- 
tune, had paid court to him with unremit- 
ted afliduity, in the way wc hare already^ 
mentioned ; and it is certain that the Vi- 
zier fupported him on every occafion^ 
where decency and a regard for reputation 
would admit of his fo doing, in the fequel : 
— Neither was he, in the prefent inftance, 
tinafiedked by thofe other motives we have 
mentioned above ; as a mutual enmity^ 
originating in the jealoufy of court in- 
trigue, had long fubfifted between him and 
the before- mentioned Omdat-al-Moolk.— 
Allee Mahummed, after his vidory over 
the deputy of Omdat-al-Moolk, as already 
related, feized the latter*s Jagheer, and con- 
Verted the revenues arifing from it to his 
own ufe : the paymafter-gcneral, already 
incenfed at the death of his fervant, whent 
he found that his eftate was thus appro- 
priated, piade loud complaints of the ini- 
quity of fuch violent and flagitious proc?e* 
dings :— but the Vizier, not reftedling how 
foon his own interefts might fuffer by the 

encro: :'> 



etacroachments of fuch a daring ufiirper^ 
and happy in fupportlng any one in oppo^* 
fition to' his rival, exerted the whole of his 
weight and authority at court in behalf of 
the Afgaii Ziiheendar, reprcfenting his 
breaeh with the deputy as arifing foleljr 
from the raflinefs and rapacity of the latter^ 
who, inftead of attempting to tSc&: the 
purpofes for which he had been fent^ hstd 
endeavoured to rob AUee Mahummed of 
all his treafure and efieds, with a view to 
enrich himfelf with the IpoiL— The rafli- 
nefs of the deputy*s proceedings certainly 
fifibi'ded fome colour of juftice to this plea ; 
and although thefe arguments had been 
weaker, yet they would have fufficed to 
turn the fcale in Allee Mahummed's fa- 
vour, when fupjported by the credit and 
influence of the Miniflfen 

Atiother incident took places flibrtty 
after this, which ferved to give Alice Ma- 
hummed a reputation for loyalty, fuch asr 
hid real defigns but little entitled him to,; 
and to confirm and increafe the intereft he 

E z had 
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had already laid the foundation of at 
court. 

In the prcfent diftrafted ftate of the erxi- 
pire, every petty Zimeendar dared to rife 

in rebellion againft the government. 

There was a fettlemept of Seyds of the 
tribe of Barrah^ which had been eftablifli- 
ed fome years before in the neighbourhood 
of Anopjhier (a town oppofite to Rohil- 
cund, on the wefternbankof the Ganges) 
where their leader or chief, Seyd-ad-deen, 
a man of a troublefome and turbulent dif- 
pofition, had been admitted as a renter; 
and at length, in a confidence of his own 
ftrength and the imbecility of the govern- 
ment, excited his followers to raife an in- 
fixrre£lion, and to murder all the Emperor's 
officers who were a£ting in that quarter, 
or to expel them from their diftrift : — in 
the fiippreffion of this difturbance Alice 
Mahummed (from whatever motive) emi- 
nently diftinguifhed himfelf, joining the 
Emperox's forces, and entirely routing 
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the infurgents in an engagement in which 
tbeir ring leader was killed* 

It vvras generally fuppofed that AUec 
Mabummed had been induced to engage 
thus warmly in the royal caufe, at the in- 
ftigation of the Vizier ; and in gratitude 
for the countenance and favour he had 
lately fhewn him ; however that might be, 
Kummir-ad-Deen did not fail to reprefent 
the gallantry and loyalty of his conduft 
on the late occafion in the moft favourable 
light to the Emperor, who, as a reward, 
conferred upon the Afgan the dignity of 
an An:;ieer, with the title pf a Nawab^ ac- 
companied hyzl^helaaty or honorary, drefs; 
at the fame tin^e iffuing a Firman^ or 
royal warranjt, confirming him in the 
land? which he had fq furreptitioufly pof- 
fefled bimfelf of, and invefiing him with 
other honours and ranks of diftindlion. 

This fuddeij and extraordinary elevation 
pf a man who had, on more than one oc- 
(:afion, manifefled a dlfpoiition by no means 

E 3 confiflent 
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confident with the imperial intereft, wa$ 
as impolitick and fhort fighted in the 
court as it was fortunate for Allee Mahym-? 
xned, whofe fame and confequence were en- 
lianced by it in a prodigious degree : but, 
in the moment when his fprtune feemed 
to be ripening, he was again engaged in ^ 
bufinefs on which he rifqued all his iiiteref^ 
and fupport at Pelhu 

Rajah Hir-Nund, a Hindoo of fome 
eminence, was appointed by the Vizier to 
the Fovy^arrey of Moradahiad. 

)' 
A? the Vizie^?, however friendly his dif? 
pofit^on might be, was well aware of the 
ncceffity of curbing and keeping within 
bounds the afpiring fpirit of thp A%aa 
chief, the new Fpwjdar had particulaf 
inftfuflioi^s to look narrowly into the 
condufl; pf AUeeMahummed, whofe Views; 
had already begun to extend in confequence 
pf his late acceffion pf rank :— He was 
alfo direfted to make requifition of the 
propprtipA due to government from the 

wnt^ 
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rents of the Afgan's lands, which were com- 
prehended within the jurifdidion of the 
Moradabad Fowjdaruy ; and, to enable him 
to do fo with efFe<%, he was accompanied 
by a confiderable body of horfe, and a 
refpe^able train of artillery* 

Hir-Nund, on his arrival at his govern- 
ment, intimated his delSre of an interview 
with Alice Mahummed; this, however, 
(although an indifpenfable mark of duty 
and attention to the royal commiffion) th^ 
latter declined : the Rajah^ foon after,* 
made a formal demand of the royal quit- 
rents, to which AUee Mahummed replied 
only by a repetition of fubterfuges and 
delays ; and at the fame time began to 
colled his n^merou8 followers, and to 
put himfelf in a pofture of defence. — ^The 
Rajah appears to have been ibmewhat vio«* 
lent and precipitate: in fad, the recent^ 
honours beftowed upon the Afgan had ex- 
cited the envy of many ; aiid there were 
not wanting thofe who would endeavour, 
iu hopes of efieding his ruin, to ftimulate 

E 4 thp 
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the Fowjedar to adapt an abfolute and over^ 
bearing mode of cdndu(9t, tending to pro^ 
yoke rather than fo intimidate : — At length 
prefumption oa the one hand and difguft 
Upon the other urged both parties to 
aftion : — the Fowjdar made foitie move- 
ments with his troops which feemed to 
indicate a defign of feizing on a number of 
fmall forts within the couhtry of AlieeMa- 
hummed ; but, if he had any fuch tnten- 
tions, they were fruf]:rated by the valour 
and addrefc of his adverlary, who attacked * 
the army of Hir Nund one morning by 
furprife,' and gave them a total overthlrow, 
feizing on all their treafure, artilkry, and 
camp equipage ; — and the body of the un- 
fortunate Rajah was found, after the en- 
gagement, in his tent, ftabbed in feveral 
places ; fb that it was ftrpngly I'ufpefled hp 
had perifhedcbyfbmecoUufive treachery, 

AUee Mahummed imnaediately made a 
reprefentatiori of the nature of this rupture 
to the Vizier, and endeavoured to difcharge 

himfelf of any blame in the tranfadiion, as 

'■■•-''••■ « • • 
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liavxng been in fome.meafure compelled to 
exert his means of defence in the manner 
he had done by the headftrong violence of 
Hir-Nund. — ^The Vizier, however, was by 
no means pleafed with the bufinefs, in w hich 
he had been confiderably injured in his owu 
.property, a§ the greateft part of the ar^ 
tiliery and ftores belonged to him ;-^and 
he alfo refented the death of the Rajah, 
who was an old confidential fervant, and 
his particular favourite. — He therefore dif- 
patched his fon, MeerMunnoo, with acon^^ 
(iderable force, to demand fatisfaftion for 
the injury wliich the imperial authority 
had fuftained in the difcomfiture of the 
Fowjdar. 

The remainder of this traofafiion is in- 
volved in fome obfcurity.-»-rWe (hall not, 
however, liazard anycbnjeftures, but fliall 
iimply adhejre, in our relation of it, to the 
;^ccount as it ftands in thp originaL 

Meer Munno proceeded with his troops 

^o Secunderabad, and from thence to the 

» . ■ • 
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banks of the Ganges oppofite toDaranagurft 
Bt which place the river is fordatje in the 
dry feafon, but by a long winding paffagc, 
anfomuch that it would be very difficult for 
any aroiy to crof$ over there in that manner 
if oppofed by an enemy ;-^here he faw the 
Afgan chief encamped on the oppofite (hore, 
with a force fo much fuperior to his own^ 
that he did not judge it prudent to attempt 
the paffage,'-— In this fituation the armies 
lay in light of each other for fome time, 'till 
at length the two commanders came to z 
proper underftanding^ and a negociation 
took place, in the courfe of which AUee 
Mahunimed found means not only to make 
his peace, but alfo greatly tp reinforce his 
intereft with the Vizier by beftowing a 
daughter in marriage upon one of the fons 
of that minifter with a conjiderable dowry ; 
and (probably in confcquence of this po- 
litick mcafure) procured a grant of the 
lands formerly occupied by Hir-Nund, 
which he henceforth included within the 
circle of his poffeffions, and out of which 
he engaged to pay a ftipulated annual quit* 

rent 
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rent into the royal treafury .-<-,» As AUep 
jMahummed, and th^ greateft part of th^ 
followers by whofe affiftance he had heea 
enabled to rife, were of the tribe of 
Afjgans denominated ReheeSj or Jlohillas^ 
(fo termed from Reh^ which in the P&taa 
dialed fignifies a mountainous country^ it 
was about this period that the diftridl of 
Kutt^her began to be diftinguifiied by the 
name of Kohikund^^ although this tera^ 
was not applied to it in any publick inftru- 
ments or other ?^uthentiek records until 
fome years after* 

Allee Mahummed having thus laid the 
foundation of independence in Rohiicund, 
refolved to ufe the prefent interval of 
tranquillity, not only to eftablifh himfelf 
in his new acquifitions, but to revenge the 
death of his father Diood, by attacking the 
^ajah of Kummdooff. 

» 

The diftri^t of KummdQon (or Cummow\ 



f^ 



f Jn^licfr^^ The fhu or refidtnce of the Jftobillas.^ 
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lies along the back of thofe hills which 
derive their name from it, and which 
form the northern boundary of the low 
country to the eaftward of the Ganges.—^ 
It does not appear that it ever had been 
before fubdued by the Muflblmans, al- 
though the Rajah paid a frpall tribute and 
acknowledged fealty to the Mogul govern- 

p^ent. Preparatory to this expedition, 

Allee Mahummcd fettled the interior po- 
licy of his country, and put his finances 
iinder proper regulations. He then ad- 
vanced towards the hills ^yith ^ body of 
fifteen thoufand veteran Afgans. He was 
joined in the beginning of his march by a 
multitude of predatory vagabonds, who 
abound in every part pf Hindoftan, and 
are ready to join in any excurfion merely 
with a view to {hare in the plunder ; but 
they receive no pay, and are pf no ufe in 
aftion.— As AUee M^hummed wag fen- 
fible of the difficulties he would have to 
ftruggle with ^n the courfe of his under- 
taking, efpecially with refpe£t to provi- 
fions, he determined to throw off the in- 

• .... ^ ^ 

cumbrancc 
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cumbrance of thofe ufclefs banditti, and 
accordingly publiflied a proclamation de- 
claring *' that any ftranger or other per- 
** fon not enrolled, who (hould be fourid 
•* within the camp after a certain day, 
♦^ fhould be puniflied with death."— The 
rigorous execution of this menace in a few 
inftances foon drove away all fuperfluous 
mouths, and eventually contributed not a 
little to the fuccefs of the expedition.— 
Allee Mahummed now proceeded to Co* 
lipore, a fortrefs on the borders of the 
northern Forefts which fringe the Ikirts 
of the Cummow hills to the depth of fe- 
vera! miles; — here he colleftcfd a large 
flock of provifions, and alfo carriages for 
as much grain and other neceffaries as 
would ferve his little army for two months. 
— ^Thefe meafures, indifpenfably requi- 
fite to the ultimate fuccefs of the Afgans^ 
neceflarily occafioned fome delay ; fo that 
the Rajah was fufficiently aware of the 
Rohilla chiefs intentions, and prepared 
for his reception by fortifying all the 
ghautts or pafles over the mountains which 

led 
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led into his country.—^AUee MahummcJ 
hddy ibme time before^ employed hid 
fcouts to explore the woody region which 
(as above obferved) runs along the foot of 
the Cummow hills, in hopes of being able 
to avoid the Rajah by purfuing an utiex^ 
pe£ted route* — ^Some of thefe meflengera 
returned with an account of their having 
difcovered a prafticable paflage by which 
(although their defcription of it was hf 
DO means encouraging) it was determined 
to advance.— —The Afgans, accordingly, 
boldly penetrated at once through the 
fbrefts, and after a march of eighteen days^ 
during which they fufFered incredible hard* 
ihips and fatigues, at length gained the 
upper country, and arrived at Chumndwtee^ 
(a village in Kummdoori) which was the 
firft inhabited place they had feen for ibme 
time paft.-^The troops of AUee Mahura-» 
med here found themfelves reduced to 2tOi 
under every difadvantage, as they h^d no 
provifious but what they brought upoii 
their backs^ and had been obliged to aban-» 
doft thek artillery^ and alia to leave all 

their 
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their hories and other cattle behind^ thefc 
being unable to furmount the fteepd; 
the fuccefs of this bold attenopt, however, 
fb terrified the Rajah, that he never offered 
to oppofe the Afgan troops, but fled hh 
dominion, and took refuge in the neigh- 
bouring country of Sirnagun — ^AUee Ma- 
hummed thus making himfelf mafter of 
the territory without refiftance, foon over* 
ran it, and acquired a prodigious booty ; 
and having rented the whole diflridt of 
Kumfndoon to the Rajah of Simagurr for 
three lacks per annum, he returned with 
his plunder to Owlah. 

The fortunate refult of this expeditiorf ,r 
and the riches which AUee ^fehummed^ 
and his followers had acquired by it, would 
not a little have contributed to the exten<« 
fion and confirmation of his power in 
Rohilcund ;-^~but foon after his arrival at 
Owlah, he found himfelf once more in- 
volved in a quarrel with the court, out of 
which he did not extricate himfelf with hi& 
ufual fuccefs^ 

I Some 
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Sohie of the Afgah chiefs Rohilla ire^ 
teiners had a difptitfe with the fervants 
of Scfdar Jung, Subadar of Owde^ who 
had been fent by their mafter to cut 
Saal^ timbers^ which abound in the forefts 
at the back of Kuttaher :-^-this produced 
a fray, in which feveral were killed on 
both fides ; and the gumafhte (or agent) 
tvho commanded Sefdar Jung's people^ 
was obliged to fly, leaving behind him all 
his effefts, which, according to their ufual 
cuftom, were fcized as lawful fpoil by 
the Rohillas* 

The agent repaired immediately to 
Owde, and laid a complaint before the 
Subadar, who, incenfed at the treatment 
his fervant had met with, and confidering 
his own honour concerned to refent itj 
repaired immediately to Delhi, and repre* 
fented to the fovereign (Mahummed Shah) 



* The Saal Is a very beautiful tree, growing per- 
fectly ftrait, to the height of 6o or 70 feet ; of colli, 
blerable ufe in building, &c. 

th(S 
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tHe injurious ihfult he had fuftained in 
fuch ilrong coloiir^, that an order was im- 
iiiediately difpatched to AUee Mahummed, 
Siredling^ him td recover and reft^rc all the 
Gumaflite's efFefits ; witH ftrift injunftions 
to deliver up fuCh of the Rbhillas as had 
been concerned iii the before-mentioned 
difturbance. 

To this ire^uifitidn Alice Mahummed 
returned an anfwer filled tvith expreflions 
bf the iiioft fubmiffive obfedience,.— but, 
'fatthefanie tim6 intiniating— -** that he 
^* would nfever fufFer the Gumalhtes of 
any man to come into his country with- 
out his confent ; that he could not but 
approve of what his people had done ; 
and that he would neither reftore the 
efFefts nor deliver up the plunderers, 
who had received, in the infolence of 
the Subadar's people, a provocatioa 
which fufficiently juftified their pro- 
ceedings." 

This incautious reply, which amounted 

F to 
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to ail explicit declaration of avowed rebels 
lion, at length roufed the court from tho 
fiipine lethiargy into which it had been fo 
long lulled, with refpe£l to the deligns of 
AUee Mahummed ; and the Emperor hay- 
ing at prefent no other obje<Sl of greater 
tnoment to occupy h4s attention, relolved, 
if polFible, to root out* the ^fgan free- 
booters, and expel them entirely from 
Kuttaheh Sefdar Jung, who hoped by 
the difgrace and overthrow of AUee Ma- 
hummed to add Rohilcund to the extenfive 
dgminion he already held, which from its 
relative iituation would render the whole' 
of his polfeffions perfedly compact and 
eafily defenlible, was induced by every 
motive of intereft, as well as of revenge, 
to enter warmly into this determination^. 



* The term, in the original is IJiccfal, the cafual 
interpretation of which (upon another occaCon) Into 
*' ext'rpate^^^ has given rife to great and unfounded 
clamour : — the true meaning is here exliibited, both m 
the tranjlalionoi it, and in the circumflance to which 
it applies. 

and 
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iand to fupport arid urge It to the EmperoJ: 
by eyery argument iii his power. He ri3- 
preferited the notorious turbulence and ra- 
pacity of the Afgans, and the cohtUma- 
eious demeanour of Allee Mahtfmmed, 
which had been fufficiently difplayed, not 
only in his withholding the revenues of 
the country with the charge of which hb 
had been entrufted, but alfo in his lately 
undertaking a predatory expedition againft 
the Rajah of Kummdoon without pretext or 
authority ; — and the difgrace to the impe- 
rial honour, in fufFering a contemptible 
tribe of fifteen or twenty thoiifand lawlefs 
adventurers to exercife abfolute fway over 
a territory of fuch value and extent as 
Kuttdherj under the immediate eye of the 
Court, and almoft, as it were, within 
fight of the royal refidence,. The Subadar 
alfo endeavoured to engage the Vizier, Kum- 
tnir-ad-dieenj to take a decifive part in the 
tneafures he propofed ; but that Minifter, 
from a jealoufy df the growing influence 
of Sefdar Jung, although the eircumftances 
t)f the times obliged him to exhibit an ap- 

F 2 pea ranee 
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pearance of coinciding with him, yet en- 
deavoured in fecret to thwart and counter- 
afl: his views ; — this underhand oppofitioa 
on the part of the Vizier, however, was 
not fufficient to fcoth the Shah's refent- 
ment, or to prevent the profecution of his 
defign. 

Although the treafury was, at this pe- 
riod, very low, yet, by the affiflance of Sef- 
dar Jung and fome other nobles who 
hoped to (hare in the fruits of AUee Ma- 
hummed*s ruin, the Emperor was enabled 
to levy a confiderable army, at the head of 
which he marched towards Rohilcund in 
the nxonXhRibbee-al'Sanee^ A. H. 1154. * 

AUee Mahummed does not feem to have 
a£led on this occafion with his ufual 
promptitude and capacity : whether he 
might hope, by not attempting any refift- 
ance, to have the affair made up through 
the interpofition of the Vizier ;— whether 
he expedted that the violent feuds among 
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the king^s minifters might operate to his 
advantage, — or was doubtful of the fidelity 
of his own people ;-~whatever was his mo- 
tive, he never attempted to face the royal 
forces ; they croffed the Ganges at Han- 
gout without oppofition ; and proclamations 
were forthwith iflued throughout th6 
neighbouring country offering proteftion 
and reward to all fuch as fliould defert Al- 
ice Mahummed, and threatened his retain- 
ers with the fevereftpunifhments.-p^Sefdar 
Jung feconded the force of thele edicts by 
a variety of underhand pradlices, of which 
his long experience in the fchool of crooked 
politics had rendered him a very complete 
mafter ; and, by means of numerous em if* 
faries, fpread terror and difafFedlion 
throughout the troops of Allee Mahum^ 
med ; fo that he found himfelf in a fhort 
time almoft entirely deferted ; and to avoid 
immediate deftruftion, was under the ne-r 
ceflity of taking refuge, with a few follow-^ 
ers ^yhoftill remained faithful to him, in 
the fort X)f Bang^r^ \(rhich was immedi- 
ately invefled and clofely bcfiegcd by the 

F 3 royal 
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royal army. — Here, when feemingly oil 
the brink of inevitable ruin, his affairs were 
fuddenly retrieved by the mediation of the 
Vizierand feme other Amras, who, inoppo- 
iition to the SubadarofOwde (whom they 
all feared and detefted) joined in prevail- 
ing upon Mahummed Shah to be reconciled 
to the Afgan chief, — He was accordingly 
permitted to approach the prefence and 
make his peace, on condition of relinquifli- 
ing his country and attending the King to 
Delhi. In confequence of this compro- 
mife, AUee Mahummed and his garrifou 
furrendered and were honourably treated, 
iiotwithftanding the remonftrances of Sef-r 
dar Jung, who infifted on the expediency 
of making an example of the contumacious 
Afgan.— But the Emperors lenity was not 
the only difappointment the Subadar expe- 
rienced on the prefent occafion, as he fail- 
ed in hisdefign of getting charge of iTiR^//^- 
her^ which, to his ufpeakable mortification, 
was entrufted to the government of Ferid- 
ad-deen Khan, the fon of Azrtiut-Ooo- 
lih, formerly Fowjd^r of Moradabad. 

• ' AUee 
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AUee Mahummed, on his attending the 
Emperor to Delhi, left his family and moft 
valuabk effefts at Budavon, on the borders 
of his late pofleffions, where he hoped he 
might, fbme time or other, be able to re- 
inflate himfel£ 

Sefdar Jung,' provoked at the unprofit- 
able event of the late expedition, and ap- 
prehenfive that fome future coincidence of 
circuniftances, by reftoring Allee Mahum- 
med to his lands, might fubvert the hopes 
he ftill entertained of adding that tra£t to 
the province of Oude, omitted no means 
by which he might efFefit the Afgan's 
ruin ; and fuch fway did he bear in the 
councils of the King, that Allee Mahumiyied 
found it expedient to fecrete himfelf oa 
one occafion, in order to avoid the effedrs 
of his malice^ 

In warding off the blows aimed at him 
by the infiduous and implacable Subadar, 
Allee Mahummed. found himfelf much 
aflifted by fome of the pfincipal nobles who 

F 4 bad 
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had before intercecjed for him at Bangur, 
not more perhaps put of regard to hin^ 
than frorn hatred to his enemy j and (as it 

was deemed proper to keep him for fomc 
time in a kind of honourable reftraint) the 
Vizier gave him apartments in hispalace,ii} 
which he remained confined as a fort of 
Jiate prifoner for feveral months. In the 
mean time, in order to avoid any difturb- 
ances which mighf be excited in favour of 
the Afgan chief, a Firman was iflued, 
prohibiting Rohillas, and all other Patens, 
of every defcription, who had formerly 
adted under AUee Mahummed from crofr 
iing the Ganges, or entering Delhi, under 
any pretence whatfoever. . 

Theonly ftep, howeyer,iwhich could have 
effedually broken the Afgan confederacy, 
had been neglefted. — When -AlleeMahurr^- 
rhed furrendered, no precautions were taken 
for the expulfion of his friends and retain- 
ers from Kuttdher^ (as had been intend- 
cd,) hence they ftill continued to hold 
a local confequence and flrength \ an^ 

fliortly 
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ftiortly after the Emperor^s return to Delhi^ 
9 confidcrable number of them colle£ted at 
Sumbull (a city in the northern Rohilcund) 
•PT-and becoming impatient of the abfencc 
of their popular and fuccefsful chief, and 
perhaps afhamed of their late pufiUanimous 
defer tion pf him, refqlved to make an ef* 
fort to releafp him from bis prefent con- 
finement, and fet him again at their head* 
For this purpofe upwards of four thoufaud 

pf them, by the' connivance of fome Afr 
gaji commanders in the royal forces, elud^ 

ing the vigilance of the guards at the fords^ 
crpflefi the Qanges, ^nd paffing over th^ 
Dodib ^ province in feparate parties under 
difFerenf difguifes, aflembled at a gardei^ 
or villa in the fuburbs of Delhi, from 
jvhenge they iflued in a body to the rpya| 
palace, and there, with much clamour, 
infifted on the enlargement of Alice Ma- 
hummed. There v^a^ at th;s time but a 






* This, (as the name fignifies) is the country ly- 
ing between two rivers^ the Ganges and the Jumna ; 
pelhj is fituated upon the latter. 

" very 



^- 



6t HISTORY OF THE 

very fmall force in Delhi ; a confiderable 
part of thofe lately levied had been already 
difbanded ; fome had been left under the 
command of Ferid-ad-deen, to fecure the 
trapquillity of the countries beyond the 
Ganges ; and the remainder had, a little 
time before, marched under Meer Mun- 
BOO, towards Lahore*, as there was an 
jpprehenfioA of the empire being at- 
tacked from that quarter :~thus fituated, 
fhe court was not a little ftartled at this 
unexpefted and alarming infurreftion ; and 
their ignorance of its origin and extent in- 
creafed the terror and perplexity of the 
King and his minifters.— There were, how- 
ever, among the latter, fome Afgan Amras^ 
who were in fecret not much difpleafed at 
this fedition, and they determined to make 
tife of it as an argument for the immediate 
releafe of AUee Mahummed, whofe enter- 
prifing abilities they conceived might con- 
tribute to the aggrandizement of their par- 
ty : they therefore urged the neceffity of 
taking fome ftep in his favour, in order to 
avert the gathering ftorm ; becaufe, being 

exceedingly 
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exceedingly popular with his countrymen^ 
f here was reafon to apprehend that the pre* 
fent tumult might extend to a general in- 
furredion of all the Paidns in the northern 
provinces, which, in the imbecile condi^ 
tion the ftate was then reduced to, liiight 
t>e attended with the moft ferious confe-* 
quences. 

The unhappy neceffity of prefent cir- 
pumftances g^ve fuch weight to thefe ar- 
guments as at length induced the minifters 
to yield to the turbulent clamours of Alice 
Mahummed's adherents ; and the Vizier 
found himfejf conftraincd reluftantly to 
give way to the tide of general opinion ;— 
for, though from family connexion, and 
other confiderations, he was much the Af- 
gan's friend, yet he by no means confidered 
him a perfon fit to be entrufted at any di* 
fiance from the irnmediate eye of govern* 
ment. 

It would have been dangerous, in the 
prefent crifis, tp fufFer Alice Mahummed 

tp 
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to retura to hi$ former poflefiions ; — the 
collection of the country of Sirhind was 
therefore beftowed upon him, where, being 
atadiil^ce frQm his original conuedions^ 
it wa$ prefumed he would reniain more 
gmenable to the authority of the court :— 

Allee M^hW'^nrie.d .^c^of^Wgly proceed/sdto 
that place, leaving two of his childrei^ 
V^ith the Vizier as hoftagcs for his fidelity. 

Allee Mahummed ha^d, at this period, 
^x fon^,— Abdoola Khap, Fyzool? Khan, 
SydopU Khap, JV^ah^mmed Yar JChan, 
Allah Yar Khan, ai)fi Murtop^a Khan ;— * 
of thefe, the jirfl and f^cqiyl \yere jthe 
pledges delivered as above. 

It was (hortly after the appointment of 
Allee Mahummed to Sirhind that the fa- 
mous ^hmed Shah Abdallee invaded HiQ- 
doftan. * 

No notice has been taken, in its proper 
place, of the invafion of Nadir Shahi as 
that event did not, at the time, bear any 

Jmmm'm^*' '■ ——■I, I 

* A.H. 1 155, A.C. I744, 

dire<Sl 



R0H2LLA AFOANS. Jt 

dire£t relation to the hiftory of the Afgans; 
—but as its deftru6live confequences to the 
Mogul power contributed not a little to the 
facility of forming the Rohilla, and many 
other independent eftablifhmfents which 
foon after fprung up in different parts of 
India^ and, though not in its immediate 
operation^ yet in its fubfequent cfFeGs^ 
materially tended to alter the general fy- 
ftem, it may here be neceflary to take a 
Ihort retrofpeft, as a proper introdudlion to 
what follows. 



■ 1 ' Nadir Shah, after fubjugating 
all the provinces of Perfia, and fpreading 
his ravages over the region which formed 
the ancient empire of Ghizni, advanced 
into Candahar, from whence he was in- 
duced, by the fadions which weakened 
and diftrafted the Mogul government, to 
proceed towards Delhi ; — and to this ilep 
he was, moreover, invited by fome mal- 
content Amras in India, who expeded in 
the ruin of their monarch, and the over- 
throw of the ftate, to find opportunities for 

the 
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the gratification of their own flagitioili 
ambition^ 

It was not probable that a Weak and ef^ 
feminate prince, aided (or rather governed) 
by a council compofed (the Vizier only 
excepted) of men of the moft abandoned 
principles, each of whom was folely occu- 
pied in the care of his own little interefts^ 
without the fmalleft attention to or regard 
£br thepublick good, Ihould be able to con- 
du6l an army fo as .to make an effedual 
ftand againft the incurfion of troops who 
had been bred up in war, and wer« long 
accuftomed to viftory : — after an aftion irt 
which, however, it appears that the Mo^ 
guls behaved in a manner not altogetheif 
unworthy of their ancient chara<3:er, fome 
of the principal Commanders in Mahumr 
med Shah's army, perceiving that the ir- 
regular efforts of perfonal bravery woiild^ 
in the end, prove no match for the un- 
daunted firmnefs of Nadir's difciplined ve- 
terans, began to defpair ; whilft thofe 
traitors who had invited the Perfian to 
invade their country, and among whom 

were , 
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were fome of the chief fervants of the Em- 
peror, fecretly coxiimenced feparate negor- 
ciations with the enemy; — aad intelli- 
gence of this being conveyed io Mahum- 
rmed Shab, the unhappy prince, tottering 
on tb^ brink of ruin in the midft of his 
irrefolute officers and perfidious miuLfter3, 
was advifed by his Vizier to throw hicor 
felf upon the mercy and generofity of his 
adverfary. He accordingly furrendered, 
and was treated with refpedt ; and the 
Perfian forces proceeded towards Delhi, 
which city Nadir Shah entered upon the 
ninth of March, A. D. 1739- 

The particulars which followed have been 
minutely related by others : it is therefore 
fufficient to obfervc that having, by the 
feizure of the royal treafury and regalia, 
by contributions, taxes, and pillages, coU 
lefted to the enormous value oifeventy tml-* 
Honsjierlingy Nadir Shah returned towards 
Perfia, marking his route with horror and 
devaftatioii. Not very long after, he was 
affaflinated ; upon which event, a number 

of 
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of rivals immediately ftarted up to dKpiitb 
the fucceifioti to his extenfive conq^ueft^^ 
and, as is always the cafe on fuch occa-^ 
fions, that empire which he had formed 
with fo much rif<^ue and labdur, and fuch 
deftruftion to the humati race; fell to' 
pieces, and became divided into a number 
of independent fbvereignticSi 

Among other adventurfei-s who raifed 
tbemfelves to royalty upon this occafiori 
was Ahmed Khan, furnamed Abddlleii 

Ahmed Khan was in Afgari^ a iizMi 
of Herat, of the tribe of Afgans denomi-* 
nated Ddran Abddl^ whofc anceftofs; had 
held a confiderable dominiott in the moUfl'- 
tains which feparate Hindoftan from Pet- 
iia: — the fortunes of his family beirfg 
ruined^ and his country overrun by the 
arms of Nadir Shah^ he was^ coiTftrained id 
enter into the fervice of the Perfian ; and 
although at firft entertained in a^ very low 
capacity, was gradually advanced by that" 
difcerning prince^ on account of hiS'abiti^ 

tiei 
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tics and merit, until he attained the poft 
of treafurcfy on the laft expedition to Hin- 

dofian. 

* 

Ahmed Khan^ taking advantage of the. 
tmiverfai confufion which fucceeded the 
murder of the tyrant, found means to 
carry off a great part of his wealth, with 
the care of which he was entrufted by the 
nature of his employment, intofome ftrong 
receffes in the hills near Gh6rebund in 

^ 

Zabuliftan, which had been the refidence 
of his anceftors. — Here he was joined by 
fiich of his tribe as had ferved in Nadir 
Shah's army, and having collefted together 
a body of thirty thoufand Durdnnees (as 
the Afgans of this region are commonly 
called) iffued forth into the neighbouring 
country, which being at prefent without 
'any acknowledged head, was eafily fub- 
jefted to his authority^ infomuch that, in 
the courfe of two or three years, he laid 
the foundation of a new and powerful mo- 
narchy, affuming the title of Ahmed-Shah 
Abddllee. 

G Ahmed 
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Ahmed AbdMlec, having perfcdly cfta- 
blilhed hitnielf in his new acquiiitions^ 
began to turn his thoughts towards Hin* 
doftan, where the increafing imbecility of 
the empire gave fiim hopes of a fuccefs 
fimilar to that which had attended the ex* 
pedition of his late mafter : and with this 
view he marched eaftward, croffed the 
Attuck^ dnd advanced through the country 
of Punjab^ a Ihort time before Allee Ma- 
liUmmed was appointed to Sirhind, as 
already related. — As Ahmed's army con- 
lifted of not lefs than fixty tjioufand well- 
appointed cavalry, when his intentions 
became known, the Sultan and his Amras, 
as well as all the inhabitants of Delhi and 
the fuiTounding country, who even yet 
feverely felt the cruelties of Nadir Shah, 
were overwhelmed with terror and dejec- 
tion.— -The fame intrigues however, which, 
on the incurfion of Nadir Shah, had been 
lo deftrudive to the public caufc, did not 
at prefent exift; and the Vizier found him- 
felf at liberty to employ his integrity and 

I vigour 
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vigour, unimpeded by the counter-plots 
which had then obftrufifced their operation. 

Meer Munnoo (the Vizier's fon) was 
ordered to advance towards Lahore*, with 
fuch forces, as were then at Delhi, to 
Watch Ahmed Shah's motions and re- 
tard his progrefs : — the farther prepara- 
tions for defence were likely to have re- 
ceived a confiderable check from the infur- 
jredkion of the Afgans in favour of Allec 
Mahummed ; but that bufinefs being fet- 
tled, and accounts daily arriving of the 
nearer approach of the Abdallee, the Vizier 
coUeded what remaining troops he could 
mufter from Rohilcund and other parts ; 
and being farther reinforced by a confide- 
rable body of horfe under Sefdar Jung, pro- 
ceeded to join his fon, and oppofe the iu- 
vader. 

The Vizier advanced to Sirhind, where 

he found Meer-Munnoo, who had aot 

thought it prudent to venture farther 

:. bh account of the great fuperiority of 
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the Durdnnees; the united troops, hav- 
ing lodged all their heavy artillery and fu- 
perflupus baggage in this place, purfued 
their route, and had proceeded three days 
march from thence, when they came with- 
in iight of the enemy at a place called 
.MV/^tt^r^i—— Here the adverfe armies, as 
If unwilling to bring matters to any fudden 
decifion, ftrongly intrenched themfelves, 
and began their operations againft each 
other by a diftant cannonade, which was 
continued for many days, at intervals, 
without any material lofs on either fide.— 
At length, it unfortunately happened that 
the Vizier was killed one evening by a 
random (hot, in his tent :— -His body was 
wrapped up in fhawls by the attendants, 
and it was determined, in a council of the 
chief commanders, which was immediately 
convened upon this unhappy accident, to 
keep his death a profound fecret, and to 
attack the ei\emy the very next noorning, 
before a knowledge of this event (hould 
have diflieartened the foldiers, who were 
known to place their chief dependance oa 

the 
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the approved valour and abilities of the 
Vizier, Accordingly, a general adlion en- 
fued next day, in which, after various fuc- 
cefs, the troops of Ahmed Abdallee were at 
length repulfed, with the lofs of a confi- 
derable part of their artillery, and driven 
leveral miles from the field of battle. 
Ahmed, a few days after, once more tried 
his fortune againft the Mogul forces, and 
was again defeated ; but this able foldier, 
iar from being difmayed by thefe failures, 
at the very point when his fortune feemed 
to be ipoft defperate, fuddenly turned the 
rear of the imperial army, and with a cho- 
ftn body of cavalry pufliing to the eaft* 
ward, nothing was heard of him for two 
days, and it was univerfally imagined that 
he. had gone off towards Candah&r, when 
he feemed to fpring up out of the earth be- 
fore- Sirhind, which immediately furren- 
dprcd to him. Having levied a hafty con- 
tribution in that place, and plundered the 
neighbouring country, he retired as ra- . 
pidly as he had advanced, ^ and pafling 
within four niiles of the Mogul army in 

G 3 the 
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the night, proceeded towards the Punjaht 
carrying with him Fyzoola Khan and Ah* 
doola Khan, the two Ions of Allee Ma- 
hummed whom the Rohilla had left as 
hoftages of his fidelity, on his appointment 
to Sirhind, — as before mentioned. Thefc 
young men had accompanied the Viziey 
thus far, on his march to oppofe Ahmed 
Abdallee ; and had been ordered to remain 
at Sirhind, by which means they fell into 
the invader's hands, who confidered them 
as the moft valuable part of his acquifition 
in this defultory incurfion ; as, by his 
power over them, he would be able to fe- 
cure the neutrality of Allee Mahummed 
(whofe abilities and enterprifing difpofition 
he was well acquainted with) — and even 

i 

to render him fubfervient to his future 
views upon Hindoftan. 

The command of the Mogul army, 
which ftill remained to the weftward as a 
check upon Ahmed Abdallee, devolved 
upon the gallant Mecr Munnoo, fon of 

the 



B-0 H I L i» A A r Q A N S. St 

the dcceafipd Vizier,, who \x^d fignally .di- 
ilinguifhed him£elf inithc late adiooSi^ 

The old Sultitn, .Mahumincd Shah, 
never recovered the £bock which he fuf- 
tained in the death vof his favpurite^ the 
r. faithfulXummir-ad-deen ; — he diedihort- 
ly after, and was fucceqded in the imperial 
dignity hy his fon Ahmed, who appointed 
Sefdar Jung, the Subadar of Owde^ to the 
Jiigh office pf the FizareL 

iConfidering all cxrcumftances, the re- 
pulfe of the Abdallee was certainly an 
^event which could fcarcely have been ex- 
pelled, — and ferved, for the moment, to 
keep alive the dying embers of the royal 
power. — But, whilft fome remains of the 
empire were thus prcferved in one quarter, 
many of its provinces were alienated in 
suwther^ 

» • . ■ 

J[t \is^i already been oblerved that Alleo 
M^v mined Aiil entertained hopes of being 
jtblci ibme time or other, to recover the 

D 4 Jagheers 
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Jagheers and other tenures which he had 
pofTeiTed in Rohilcund. 

On his arrival at Sirhiqd, h^ immedtately 
began to call together his fcattered bandittp^ 
whom he gratified with whatever he could 
glean from the country which had in fb 
weak a manner been ' entrufted to his 
chargQ ; and in confequence of his laviih 
pYofufehefs to his ' followers, could make 
ftt> remittances of revenue to Delhi ; — he 
was, however, deterred from undertaking 
any thing openly, for the prefent, by the 
tircumftance of Meer Munnoo being foe 
fome time encamped near Sirhind with the 

advanced divifion of the royal forces. 

• 

When he heard that the Vizier was about 
to march from Delhi with the remaindec 
of the Mogul army, in order to form a 
junction with Munnoo, he withdrew to 
Gungapore, a town about fixteen miles 
diftant from Sirhind, under pretence of 
collecting the repts of that Purgunna, but 
in reality to avoid an interview with the 
minifler^ and to evade any demands which 

might 
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might be made of him in the prefent exi-* 
gency : — and, as foon as he underftood 
that the Vizier had paffed Sirhind, he pro- 
ceeded immedLatdy to the Ganges, andcrof- 
ling that river at Biceghaut, marched direfl:- 
ly into the heart of Roljilcund ; and being 
there joined by the greateft part of his old 
retainers, prefcntly poffefled himfelf of all 
the countries which had formerly been ia 
hishai^ds, as well as the Jagheers of Kum« 
mir-ad-deen, Sefdar Jung, and others, 
comprehending almoft the whole of Kut- 
tfeher. 

As a great part of the royal forces had 
been withdrawn from thefe provinces to 
reinforce the main army under the Vizier, 
the few who were left never attempted any 
oppofition to Allee Mahummed. — Some 
of the commanders he bought over to his 
intereft ; others he drove away ; and the 
circumftances of the time preventing the 
poffibility of any meiafures being taken to 
remedy his defeftion, he was left at full 
liberty to purfue every ftep which might 

be 
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be necefTary for his eftabliihmeat. He, 
by contributions and other means, raifed 
cooiiderable fums, which he enoployed iu 
levying troops, providing artillery-ilores, 
building fome forts and repairing others ; 
isind made fo rapid a progrefs in his fchemes, 
that when the government at Delhi was 
feftored to tranquillity, he found himfelf 
able to make his own terms with the new 
Viauer) and in confequence of a private 
bargain with the oiinifter, obtained from 
the Emperor, foon after his acceflion, grants 
of all thofe territories he had lately fei^ed^ 
including the Jagheer of Moradabad, be? 
kmging to Kummir-ad-deen, but which 
had been vacated by his death, that of the 
Nizam confifting of the diftri£t of Barelli, 
that of Sefdar Jung confifting of Dam- 
poor and Sheerkootgh, together with other 
cftates of many principal Amras ; fo that 
in fa^, (if the grants of an impotent prince 
coruld be faid to beilow any additional title) 
Allee Mahummed procured, as a fubjed; 
p£ the Mogul government, a full and legal 

authority 
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^uthoritj over the whole of Kuttahe^* 

Nothing can afford fo ftrong an mftaoccr 
f>f the deplorable imbeGility to which the 
Court of Delhi was at this perioxl reduced, 
afnd of the corruption or infatuation which 
reigned in its councils^ than this conduct: 
towards a man whofe whole life had exhi- 
bited a continual feries of fe(iftaiWe^ and 
contempt of the imperial authority.*--*W6 
have juft feeli an efFdrt nftade to repel a 
fbrmidableyir^/^« foe, attended with Itic* 
cefs ; whilft, from a want of interior po- 
litical fbtmina, every Zimeendar railed the 
ftandard of rebellion with fuccefs, every 
lawlefs ruffian committed his enormities 
without fear.ofpunifhment, and every fpe* 
cies of rapine an(| devaftation Were perpe-* 
trated without reftraint ! — but to return^ 

Allee Mahummed finding himfelf at 
length permanently fixed in what had fo 
long been the obje£t of his wiflieSj began 
immediately to fettle the interior police of 

^i^»^MMI»^^pl^»*^-**— i^■— i^il till I ■■ I I < ^ 
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the territory uuder proper regulations ; 
and, that he might not be incomipoded by 
the incurfions of the petty Rajahs, who 
held tradls along the foot of the Cutnmo^^ 
hilh, he rooted out all thofe frona whom 
he had any apprehenfions, and drove them 
to the other ficje of the Ganges, without 
any regard to their prior right in thofe 
lands, which h^d been the feats pf their 
anceftprs for rnany centuries. This was a 
mode of ading dianietric^lly oppofite tp 
what had ever been obfervcd by the Ma- 
hommedai) fettlers in Hindqftan ; the Rp- 
hilla chief, ho wever^ did not (lop here ; 
but conducted hinifelf towardsajl the HiQr 
doos of any rank or confequence in Rohil- 
cund (the only name by which Kuttaher 
was after this diftinguiftied) wjth ^ cruel 
and unjuftifiaj^le feverity. He deprived 
fuch as were Zimeendars of their lands, 
and the public officers of their employ-? 
ments, and filled the places thus* vacated 
with his creatures ; fo that in the fpaceof 
a few mpnths the country was put comr^ 
pletely under a Patau government. This 

* decide4 
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decided mode pf ? proceeding, , although 
hiarfli and tyrannical, yet was certainly the 
only means of fecuring Allee Mahunimed 
iti tha't abfolutc independence at which he 
aimed, ad it formed a coriibination apparent* 
ly too ftroDg to be (hakenor deranged by any 
meafures the court of Delhi might in fu- 
ture adopt fbr the recovery of its domi- 
nion, leaving the revenue of every diftrift 
at his fole difpofal, and opening to him the 
moft fecret fources of intelligence; — and 
accordingly we do not find that, during 
the remainder of his life, any attempt was 
miada to difturb or fubvert the defpotic au- 
thority of the Afgans in Rohilcund. 

. Had the life of -Allee Mahummed been 

m 

prolonged^ it is certain that he would have 
raifed this country to a high degreeof hap- 
pinefs and profperity ; as, being altogether 
unmolefted by other interference, he em- 
ployed his whole time in making various 
wife and falutary regulations, placing his 
army on a refpeftable footing, and cor- 
refting and arranging the different depart* 

ments 



J 



flfiMts of goverameot with a ikill which 
'Aftinguilhed his charader ds much for his 
policy and prudence in the exercife of 
power, as his preceding actions, for the 
perfeverance and enterprise by which that 
power was acquired* 

But the time ibon arrived, when Aiiee 
Mkhummed, in common with other fu(> 
cefsitil heroes, was to prove and experience 
the idle vanity of all the purfuits of ambi- 
tion. 

He had for fome years been fubjeft to pe* 
riodical returns of dcafneft, but withoirt 
any material injury to his health in othfeif 
relpefts ; — this diforder, about fourteen 
months after his reinftatement in Rohil- 
cund, returned upon him with uncommon 
violence, infomuch that it is faid he could 
not hear the report of a cannon ; he was 
at the fame time feized with a dropfy which 
baffled the (kill of the phyficians ; and 
finding that this laft difeafe increafcd upon 
hicni and that his difTolution approached, 

he 



ROHIXLA AFGANS. S^ 

he was anxious^ to put affairs on ilicha 
footing as would fecure the inheritance of 
hi^ territories to his children. 

As all bis. ions wcxc flill under age, AU 
lee Mahttouned was fufficiently avirare that 
the transfer of the government into any 
4me hand until their nniaturity would be 
likely to defeat his intention ;~hut be. 
hoped by a judicious partition of the whdie 
power among . a number of the principal 
individuals for that period, to create a coun- 
terpoife of interefts in the communityt 
which might eventually operate in favour 
of his heirs. 

He therefore called together all the chief 
perfons of the Rohilla party ; and it is <Hi 
this occalion that the firfl mention is mads 
of Rahmut Khan and Doondy Khan, 
as bearing any part in the tran&c- 
tions in Rohilcund : the former of thelb 
was the uncle and the latter the coufin of 
Alice Mahummed : — they had heretofcfe 
moved in a very humble Iphcre ; but tbeir 

* S^ Page 5. 

relation, 
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rdatloD, upon his final eflabliihment ih 
that quarter, had beilowed upon them the 
charge of fome of his moft important di- 
ftrifts in the territories of Barellce, and 
Bifibolee* He now conftituted the former 
of thefe Hqfiz^ or chief Guardian of his 
children during their minority ; he like* 
wife joined Doondy Khan in the guar<- 
dianihip appointing him commandant 
of the troops. He in their prefence ex- 
ecuted a will, in which he direded that, 
until the return of his two elded fons, 
Fy^oola Khaa and Abdoola Khan, (who 
Bad been carried c£F by Ahmed Abd&Ilee 
to Candahar) the fupreme government 
fliould, under the diredion and control 
of the guardians, be vefted in his third fon, 
Sydoola Khan ; and he received from the 
guardians the moft folemn promifes and 
affurances of their inviolable attachment to 
all his children, which they ratified by 
oath upon the Koran. Thefe men were, 
of courfe, to be neceflarily entrufted with 
a principal (hare iu the executive autho- 
rity ; — but as a check on the dangerous in- 
fluence 
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fluence with which they woiild hfefebytife- 
come vefted, he iinited with them his kittC-' 
mcDj Niftmut Khaij and Sillabut Khan, iti 
the general adtniniftration of affairs. He 
alfo created iwd prihcipal officers of ftate ; 
•^— Firtte Khatii one of his moft favourite 
retainers^ whd had iliVariabij adhered to 
hi& interefts in every change of his for- 
tune, he nominated to the po&: of Khanjh'--' 
matiy or fteward ; and Serdar Khan to that 
of Buxy^ Or paymafter, to aftimhiediately 
under thie regents. To all thefe Allee 
Maihummed gave the governtncrit of dif- 
ferent diftrids, which they refpeftively 
fwore to hold in truft for his children. 
The whole were^ Upon every emergency, 
to confult together for the good of the ge- 
neral ftate ; and, in cafe of neeeflity, each 
was to lead his proportion of forces into the 
field, and to pay a ijuotd into the grand 
treafury under the Buxy for the difburfe-* * 
ment of ctontingencies. Allee Makum-* 
med*s laft care^ previous to his dec^afcj was 
to dffcharge, with a fcrupulous exaftnefs, 
all the arrears due to bis troops ^t he alfo* 

H diftributed 
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diflributed an advance among them to th^ 
amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees, 
taking an acknowledgement from every 
individual, by which each folemnly bound 
himfelf to ftand by and adhere to the caiife 
of his family ; and thefe acknowledge- 
ipents were lodged in the Tojhek-Kban^^ or 
chancery, under the care of Futte Khan, 
khanfaman. 

Allee Mahummed did not long furvive 
the new arrangement of the Rohilk go- 
Ycrnment; and the circumftanccs of his 
death were n6t lefs remarkable than thfe 
whole tenor of his life. On the morning of 
his deceafc, he was carried into tfce Durbat", 
where were aflembled all the principal per- 
fons with whom he entrufted the manage- 
ment of his territories. — Here he publicly 
declared the particulars of his will, in 
which he had fettled the different divifions 
of the country upon his fons, according to 
adiftribution therein mentioned; — and in- 
treating their prote<5lion of his children, he 

expired 
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expired amidfl the united murmurs of for- 
row and applaufe, on the 4th of the fecond 
Jemmddj in the i i6oth year of the Higera*, 
after acquiring a great and lafting reputa- 
tion among his countrymen. 

Allee Mahummed, at his death, left fix 

fons, whofs names have been already men* 

tionedf ; the two eldeft of thefe were ftill 

with Ahmed Abdallee at Candahar J ; the 

remaining four, — to wit, Sydoola Khan, 

Mahummed-Y^r Khan, Allah- YSr Khan, 

and Murtooza Khan^ being yet infants, 

were committed for the prefent to the 

charge of Futte Khan, khanfaman, and 

the guardians provided an adequate eftab- 

iifhment fw their fupport. 

/ 

The death of Allee Mahummed opened 

the way for feveral attempts to overfet the 

Afgan interefts in Rohilcund, and to drive 

them from their ufurped poiTeflions. 
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With this mtcntion, K\ittub-ad-deen^ 
the grandfoQ of Azmut Oolah, repaired Co 
Delhi, and with eafe obtained a Firman 
for the fucceffion tp the Fowjdarrey of Mo- 
radabad. But the power of the court was 
now reduced fo low, that it could not afford 
liny affiftance to its fervants to enforce the 
royal mandates : orders were every day 
iffued which never were obeyed^ aad^ di* 
ftridls granted which could never be fuh* 
dued. — Kuttub-ad-deen fatally experienced 
the tfuth of this obfcrvation : — marching 
into Rohilcund under the fandion of the 
loyal commiffiont but with a force by no 
•means equal to fuch an undertaking, he 
was met at Dampoor by the Rohilla troops 
under Doondy Khan, who entirely defeat- 
ed him, and put all his followers to the 
fwofd, 

^ Scarcely was this difturbance quelled, 
before another more formidable enemy ap- 
peared to contend wkh. 

Some years previous to the events wehave 

been 



been relating, the Afgans of the Bungifli 
tribe had made a fettlement at Ferrocha- 
bad, which from the fubfequent imbecility 
and increafing weaknefs of the court, had 
fince been (like many other parts of the 
empire) erefted into a fort of independent 
principality; paying only a nominal tri- 
bute, and acknowledging the authority of 
the Mogul government, but without ex- . 
hibiting any real proofs of dependance 
upon it.-^Kaeem Jung 6ungi(h was, at the 
period here treated of, chief of that tribe, 
and was ftiled ** Nabob ofFerrochabad^-^ 
He entertained the fame hopes which had 
deluded Kuttub-ad-deen, of profiting by 
the death of AUee Mahummed, concluding 
that the Afgan chiefs in Rohilcund, being 
deprived of their ufual firm fupport by this 
event, would eafily yield to the firft im- 
preffion he fliould attempt to make in that 
quarter.^ He accordingly prepared a nume- 
rous army, and a formidable train of artil- 
lery ; and croffing the Ganges on a bridge 
of boats at Futty^Ghur, proceeded up the 
erftern bank of that river, on pretence of 

H 3 feeking 
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feeking fatisfadion for fomc encroach^ 
ments which had been ipade upon him by 
the Rohillas, and fbme affronts his people^ 
had received from them in the fmall por* 

tion of his territory which lay on that fide 

■ » • • « • . •*- 

of the river. 

The chiefs in Rohilcund, when they 
were certified of Oeem Jung*s intention, 
were at firft flruck with terror arjd difmay ; 
as they were well acquainted with his 
ppwer and bravery, and' their government 
had not yet attained a fufficient degree of 
firmnefs to enable it to withftand fuch a 
Ihock without manifeft danger. The two 
^Ideft fons-of AUeeMahumrhed were more- 
over abfent ; and the third, in whom the 
oftenfible authority of theftatewas vefted, 
was as yet a child, whofe prefence pould 
infpire but little {lability in their councils, 
or valour in the field. The guardians 
therefore fent ambaffadors to Kaeemjung, 
in the moft fuppliant terms, to deprecate 
his refcntmcnt, and ofiering to furrender 
to him the whole territory they were pof- 

feffecl 
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feffed of to the weftward of the Ganges ; — 
they likewife reprefented to hiip the ill 
policy of the Afgan powers quarrelling 
with and difabling each other, at a time 
when their force fhould rather be combined 
to refift the machinations of their common 
enemies. 

All this reafoning, however, had no 
efftSt upon K^eem Jnng, who was deter- 
mined to aim at nothing lefs than the total 
fubjugation of Rohilcutld ; and the fumif- 
Hvo profeflions of the chiefs indicating a 
great degree of confufion and alarm, in- 
duced him the more obftinately to perfift. 
The Rohillas were therefore obliged to pro- 
vide againft the worft. 

The guardians and other minifters af- 
fembled their forces, and fet young Sy- 
doola Khan at their head, in hopes that 
his prefencc, by reminding the foldiers of 
their former fuccefs under his father, might 
be regarded b^ them as a propitious cir- 

H 4 cuftance, 
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cumftance, and be attended with fome 
good effe61:# ^ 

Kieem Jung advanced to Owde, and 
from thence attempted, by directing his 
route to the eaftward, to penetrate into the 
heart of Rohilcund. 

Shortly after, the adyerfe armies met 
upon the jplains of Dpwrey,' about fourteen 
miles from Owlah, where a bloody engager 
ment enfued, in which, qfter a variety of 
fuccefs, K^eem Jung being flain by a matcht 
lock fhot, his troops at length gave way, 
and were totally routed. 

The Rohillas after this viOiory feize^ 
on all the poffeffions of Kaeem Jung, to 
the eaftward of the Ganges. 

Sefdar Jung, who had by this time ac-: 
quired an unbounded authority at Delhi, 
reigning over the Emperor himfelf as well 
as the j4mras of the court with an abfolute 
fway, was much pleafcd at this breach be- 

tween 
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twccn the Afgan powers, whofe growing 
influence in thd northern proviiif es wa^ 
greatly dreaded by him ; and had indeed ' 
hecn no inconfiderable check upon his am-> 
bitious defigns ; — nor was the confcquent 
defeat and death of K^ecm Jung lef§ agree- 
able tQ him, as that chief had often treated 
the orders of the fupreme government, and 
the Emperor's requifitions of fupplies for 
the fervice of the ftate, with the moft con- 
^emptuous indifference and negleft ; and 
thefe events afforded an opportunity for 
tecoyering the dominion of Fcrrochabad, 
^»Hd feizing on the treafureand effeOis of the 
deceafed as a puniihment for his contuma- 
cy. With this defign the Vizier marched 
from Delhi at the head of a confiderablc 
force, and inverted Ferrochabad. 

Kaeem Jung's family having been left 
^t Ferrochabad without any prqteftion, 
Vi^ere in no condition to oppofe Sefdar JungJ* 
^nd endeavoured to make their peace, by 
furrendering to him their whole property ; 
!rrbut he, in order to prevent any future at- 
tempt 
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tempts to revenge this extortion in behalf 
of the Emperor, feized Kdeem Jung's mo* 
ther, and fome others of his rel^tions^ 
and fent them to the fort of Allahabad ; 
^-^determining to hold them as hoftages 
for the future demeanour of their party. 

In the mean time, Ahmed Khan Bun*«* 
gilh, the brother of K&eem Jung, after the 
battle of Dowrey^ collected the remains 
of the defeated troops at Maw. Here he 
was joined by his brother 'S wife, who had 
contrived to efFe<3: her efcape from Ferroch^ 
abad, and brought with her fome money 
and jewf^Is, and a few faithful followers. 
Thefe propitious events ferved to fupport 
the declining fpirit pf the Ferrochabad 
Afgans ; and number? of them floclfed ia 
every day from all parts of the country to 
the flandard of Ahmed. This foon ena- 
bled him to proceed to action ; and he pre^ 
lently marched to Ferrochabad, drove the 
troops of Sefdar Jung out of that city, and 
put to death .all thofe who had been any 

way 
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)vay inftrumental in the misfbrtunes of hi§ 
family. 

K 

Rajah Newel Rty, who was a favourite 
retainer of Sefdar^ and aded as his deputy 
in the province of Oude, immediately 
marched with a great army from that place 
to attempt the recovery of Ferrochabad« 

Ahmed Khan Bungifh had by this time 
(b much ftrengthened himfelf, that he took 
the refolution of marching out to meet the 
^ieputy, who had paffed over the Ganges at 
Kinnoge, about thirty miles below Fer- 
rochabad, and was already fome way ad* 
yanced on his route towards that city. 
Their forces engaged upon the banks of the 
Galli-Nudee (a fmall river which runs in* 
to the Ganges) and after an obflinate cou« 
fiift, the Rajah being at length flain, his 
troops fled on every quarter. — Ahmed Khau 
purfued therp for feveral cofs from the field 
of battle with terrible (laughter ; and fbl« 
lowing his blow, he crofled the Ganges on 
^he bridge of boats which Newel R^y had 

conftruded 
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conftruded upon that river at Kinnogc, and 
marching diredly to Oude, feized on all 
the treafure and efFefts of Sefdar Jung. 

The Vizier^ incenfed at this overthrow, 
tnoft bafcly and cruelly caufed all the indi- 
viduals of the Elungifli family, whom he had 
imprifoned, to be put death ; and taking 
forty pieces of the royal artillery from Del- 
hi, marched in perfon with what force he 
rould mufter againft Ahmed, who imme<p 
diately returned frora Oude toward the 
Ganges, and paiiing over on the bridge of 
boats before mentioned, difpofed a part of 
his troops fo as cffeftually to cover the ter- 
ritory of Ferrochabad, and with the re-^ 
mainder prepared direflly to meet and en- 
gage the royal forces* This boldnefs in* 
timidating the cowardly Vizier ; and after 
fome ikirmilhes, in which Ahmed Khan 
was generally fuccefsful, the contending 
parties at length met on a large plain near 
the village of PattidreCy within twelve 
miles of Ferrochabad, where enfued one 
Qf the fierceft engagements recorded in the 

ftruggles 



R OH ILL A AFGANSh lO^ 

ftruggles of the declining empire. At 

firft, thip aftion, from the fuperiority of 
forces (particularly artillery) feemed ra** 
ther to incline in favour of the royal army ; 
but during the hotteft part of the engage- 
ment there fuddenly arofe a fand-Jlorm^ 
(common in thofe parts of India) which 
blew with violence diredly iii the faces oF 
the Moguls ; and the Afgans, improving 
this advantage, ruftied on in the bofom of 
a thick cloud of duft, and charged their 
enemies withirrefiftible impetuofity. — The 
Vizier's troops being blinded by the fand, 
could neither judge of the number, nor di- 
ftinguifli the attack of their aflailants; 
their panick was increafed by the whirls 
wind and darknefs which furrounded them, 
and in a few minutes they gave way and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation. All 
the Vizier's artillery was taken, and his in- 
fantry cut off to a man. — He himfelf ef* 
caped with difficulty, and two days after 
arrived at Delhi in a tranfport of rage and 
defpair. He now refolved, at all events, 
utterly to extirpate the Afgans, and to 

I riik 
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rifk the exijflence of his own power, and 
of the ruinous remain^ of the empire, to 
tffcGt his purpofe, by calling in the aid of 
the Hindoo powers, whofe alliance was 
fcarcely lefs deflrudive than their enmity. 

In purfuance of this refol,ution, he drew 
the whole of the money out of the royal 
treafury; and finding this to be infufBcient^ 
laid Delhi and the neighbouring country 
luider a heavy contribution. — He next en* 
tered into a treaty with the Mahratta 
chiefs, Apa-Jee and Mulhar Row, pro* 
curing their alliance by giving them a large 
fum in advance, and bonds to a confidera^' 
ble amount, in confequence of which they 
joined him with a body of fifty thoufand 
horfe. — By fimilar means he procured the 
affiflance of SoorSj Mull with a number of 
JSts. 

With thefe united rorces the Vizier ad- 
vanced once more towards Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan prepared to oppofe them ; 

but 
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but finding himfelf unable to contend, alone, 
with fo powerful a confederacy , he applied to 
the Rohilla chiefs for afliftance, reprefent- 
iug this as a common caufe, in which the 
whole of the Afgan powers fhould feel 
themfelves equally concerned. Thefe 
chiefs, however, were much averfe to in- 
volving themfelves in a quarrel, from the 
moft favourable iflue of which they could 
derive no eilential benefit, and in cafe of 
defeat had every think to fear ; — they 
would not, therefore, pay any attention to 
this reprefentation ; upon which Ahmed 
Khan fent his mother, who was a womaa 
of great art, and poiTefled of a mafculine 
under ftanding, to endeavour to negotiate 
an alliance with the Rohillas, and to fettle 
all matters of difpute that had arifen be«^ 
tween them and Kaeem Jung. 

The Begum accordingly repaired to Kut- 
taher, dnd applied feverally to the chiefs, 
but to no purpofe ; they declared *^ that 
** they had no objedion to compromife 
*^ every difpute with the Buiigilh fatflily ; 

" but. 
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•* but, that they could by no means think 
of involving themfelves in a new quar^ 
rel with the united forces of the Empe- 
ror, the Jits, and the Mahrattas,^ the 
•* event of which muft, in fome refpefts^ 
•* be prejudicial to them, and might prove 
** totally runious to their interefts/^- > 
As a laft refource, the old Begum waited on 
Sydoola Khan, and ufing every artful infi- 
nuation that could flatter his vanity or in<^ 
flame his ambition, at length perfuaded 
him to take a part in Ahmed's quarrel with 
the Vizier, notwithAanding the ftrong re- 
monftrances of the guardians and other 
ancient chiefs :— he accordingly prepared 
to join Ahmed, accompanied only by Fut- 
tee Khan and his troops, as Hafiz Rahmut 
and Doondee Khan fo entirely difapproved 
of this rafli proceeding, that they pofitively 
refufed to take any part in it. 

The Rohiilas do not appear, on this oc- 
cafion, to have afted with much fyftema- 
tick prudence, — By permitting a part of 
their forces to join Ahmed Khan they drew 

upon 
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upon themfelves the refentment of a 
power which, if fuccefsfol in the firft in- 
ftance, they would not be able to with- 
ftand ;— or, by fuffcring a narrow and 
felfifli policy to outweigh every more re- 
mote confideration, they, in the wilful 
facrificeof a natural ally, laid the founda- 
tion of their own misfortunes* 

Whilft thefe fcranfadions took place in 
Rohilcund, Ahmed Khan, in the mean 
time, finding himfelf utterly unable to at- 
tempt any oppofition againft the prodigious 
force of the Vizier, evacuated Ferrocha^ 
bad, and croffing the Ganges at t'utty 
Ghur, deftroyed the boats upon that river 
for many miles, and joined Sydoola Khga 
at Amraopore.*— The whole Afgan force, 
when united, did not much exceed fifteen 
thoufand men. 

Sefdar Jung, when he arrived at Fer-r 
rochabad, finding that place defblate, im- 
mediately difpatched a body of Mahratta 

I horfe 
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horfe to feize the boats at Raiqg^uty about 
feventy miles higher up the river. 

It would appear that the allied ztpxy of 
the Afgans was not properly difpofed, or 
that the commanders were not fufilciently 
aAive in defending the paiiages of the ri- 
ver, which Sefdar Jung, in a few days, 
ci'ofled at the above place, with little oppo- 
£tion. . Tpl^is neceffarily obliged the Af- 
eans, who had before advanced to the fbuth* 
ward, to fall haftily back in order to co- 
ver Rohilcund, Sefdar Jung halted for 
Tome days at Aflidpore, near the fords, 
and from thence wrote to Sydoola Khan 
and Futtee Khan, requiring them imme- 
diately to forfake the Bungifli chief, and 
repair to the royal ftandard. — He alfo dif- 
patched Firmans in the name of the Empe- 
ror, to the other Rohilla chiefs, demand- 
ing the Mogul government's proportion of 
the revenues for the laft three years, which 
they had never rendered any account of. 

The guardians now. felt the fatal ^Skds 

of 
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of that equivocal and indccifive mode of 
conduft which they had adopted, in fuf- 
fering one of their body to engage in this 
difpute. They found themfelves involved, 
and they muft either take an adive part, 
and openly rebel againft the acknowledged 
authority of their fovereign, or fubmit to 
fuch terms as might be impofed upon 
them. It may readily be conceived that 
they adopted the former alternative :t— in* 
ftead, therefore, of returning any diredl 
anfwer to the aforefaid demand, they pro- 
pofed to join the other confederate Afgans 
with their forces, in order to oppofe the 
Vizier ; — but before this junftion could be 
effected, Sefdar Jung, aware of their in- 
tentions, marched direftly to attack Ahmed 
Khan and his allies, who fell back at his 
approach, wifliing to avoid an aftion until 
they fliould be reinforced ; but the impe- 
rial forces ftill continuing to prefs upon 
them, a battle enfued in the neighbour- 
hood of Iflamnagurr, fourteen miles from 
Eiflbolee, in which the Afgans, from the 

I z irrefiftable 
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irreiiftable fuperiority of the enemy, were 
foon totally routed and difperfed. 

An univerfal panick immediately fpread 
among all the Afgans throughout the Ro- 
hilla territories.— Theguardians carried off 
Allee Mahummed's children to Owlah« 
and finding no fafety there, fled with their 
families and treafure to a firong poft in the 
Cvo^m&w hills, a fhort diilance above Loll* 
d6ng.«— Here they intrenched themfelves, 
and rendered their fitu^tion impregnable 
ftgainft any fudden attack ; which they were 
allowed abundant leifure to accompli(h by^ 
the uaccountable dilatorinefs of their ene« 
mips, who, inftead of profecuting their 
blow with vigour, halted near the field of 
battle feveral days, and afterwards ad- 
vanced towards the hills by very eafy 
marches, At length, when the impe- 
rial troops arrived before the poft which 
the Rohillas occupied, Sefdarjung, judge- 
ing it extremely hazardous to attempt an 
attack, refolved to form a fort of blockade, 
^n Ijopes of reducing ?hem by famine ; and 

wheft 
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-when his heavy artillery arrived (which 
had been delayed in their approach by the 
thicknefs of the woods and the badnefs of 
the roads) he commenced a ciannonade 
againft the Rohilia works, but with little 
e&di. The Afgans, during thefe operations^ 
made many Tallies , and fome with confir 
derabie fuccefs : they alfo found means to 
be fupplied with provifions frond the hills 
in their rear fufficieut to fubfift them for 
ibme months ;-«-but they became iickly 
from the unhealthfulnefs of the place ia 
which they were pent up^ and muft fbc» 
have been reduced, had not the intrigued 
of the court, and the obflrudtions &fdar 
Jung met with in his own army, contri* 
buted to their deliverance^ 

Whilft the Vizier was profecutifig his 
operations againft the Rohillas, advices 
were received from Delhi that Ahmed Ab- 
dallee, having repHlfed the royal forces, was 
marching againft that phce with a lafge 
army ; determined, as was fuppofcd, to 
depofe Ahmed Shah, andeftabliih bimftlf 

I 3 upon 
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upon the imperial throne. The Emperor, 
at the fame time, wrote to the Vizier with 
his own hand, requiring him in the moft 
prefling terms to return direftly to court ; 
and he moreover found himfelf greatly em- 
barraffed by the clanMurs of his allies, the 
J4ts and Mahrattas, who were already 
weary of the tedious fcrvice in which he 
had engaged them, and which was fo ill 
fuited to their ideas and habits of warfare ; 
—a fevere ficknefs, alfo, began to rage 
in his camp^ In the perplexity occa- 
fioned by all thefc untoward circumftances, 
Sefdar Jung found himfelf, unwillingly, 
conrtrained to accede to the offer propofed 
to him by the Rohillas ; and he agreed to 
grant them apeace, on the flender foundation 
of their delivering him bonds to the amount 
of fifty lacks of rupees, tobe difchargedoutof 
the enfuing colleftions of the country ; 
with a promife of paying every year in fu- 
ture, a peijhhujhj or quit-rent, pf five lacks 
to the Emperor, of whom they folemnly 
profefled to hold their territories in fealty. 
The bo'j4s, the obligations of which the 

. Rohillas- 
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Rohillas had not the moft diftant idea of 
ever fulfilling, were delivered by Sefdar 
Jung to the Mahratta commander, Mulhar 
Row, as a fecurity for a part of the fubfidy 
ftill remaining due to him* ; and, on the 
before-mentioned terms, the Afgans Were 
reinftated in, all their former poffeffions, 
and afiairs in Rohilcund once more bore the 
appearance of tranquillity +. 

The circumftance which had fo fudden- 
ly recalled the Vizier to Delhi, proved to 
be only a falfe alarm* 

Ahmed AbdlUee had pafled the Je^ 
n&ub J, and laid the country to the eaft- 



* It may not here be improper to remark that this 
event, however remotely, may beconfideredasthecri- 
^in of all the fubfequent revolutions in Rohilcund; 
being the foundation of the Mahratta claims in that 
quarter. 

\ A. H. 1164.— A. C. 1753. 

% One of the five rivers ifhich, watering thetern^ 
tory of Punjab, fall into the lndH% in the province of 
Mgultam 

I 4 ward 
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ward of that river under contribution ;— 
but it does not appear that he had 
any farther intentions at that tune; as, 
on the approach of a part of the Mo- 
gul army under Meer Munnoo, he again 
retreated towards Candah^r, without of- 
fering to come to adlion. This defultory 
ejcpeditioUy however, afforded an opportu- 
nity to fome of the A%an Amras at court, 
who favoured the caufe of the Rohillas, 
and hated the Vizier, to impede the opera- 
tions of the latter, by greatly exaggerating 
the danger of the empire from the incur-* 
(ions of the AbdMlees ; and the Emperor, 
as we have feen, weakly entered into the 
views of thefe nobles, in preffing him to 
return. Thus was loft the only opportu- 
nity that perhaps fhould ever occur, of to- 
tally fubvcrting the power of the rebellious 
Afgans, and reducing thefe provinces, to 
complete fubjedidn. 

It was on this incurfion that AhmiedAb- 
d^liee, in order to attach the Rohillas to 
his intereft, releafed Abdoola Khan and 

Fyzoola 
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FyzooU Khan, the Tons of Aliee Mahum- 
medy and loading them w((h preients^ per- 
mitted them to depart for Lahore^ wherii 
thej were met by feme Rohilk command^' 

ers, who conduced them to Kuttdber. 

The AbdMlee, at the fame time, wrote let- 
ters to Hafiz Rahmut and the other chiefs^ 
ftrongly recommending a ftri£t attention Co 
the will of Alice Mahummed, and requir- 
iqg them to receive and acknowledge iheie 
young men and their brothers as his proper 
heirs, and to eftablifli then:^ forthwith in 
tl^ir inheritance. 

On the approach of the brothers, they 
were met at Banghaut upon the Ganges^ 
by the giiardians, who received them with 
every poflibie mark of di^indion and re* 
fpe£):^ and accompanied them to Oulah, 
where their four younger brothers at this 
period refided 

Here the fons of Alice Mahummed 
lived together a (hort time with great cor- 
diality and fatisfa£tion ; but fome trifling 

difputes 
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difputes arifing from fo many of them 
refiding in the fame place, where each was 
attended by a numerous train of dependants, 
whofe frequent fquabbles gave occafion for 
continual altercation, it was judged expe- 
dient by the guardians to feparate them ; 
and, in a general council of the chiefs held 
upon the occafion, it was determined to 
cfFeft this by invefting them with their in- 
heritance. 

Even rn this firft execution of their 
truft, however, the guardians deviated con- 
fiderably from the will of AUee Mahum- 
med :— 'inftead of putting his fons into pof- 
feffion of the refpeftive portions of in- 
heritance therein fpecified, an equal parti- 
tion was made of all his acquifitions and 
vfurpations into three parts, each valued at 
thirteen lacks annual produce, which were 
allotted to the three eldefl: brothers refpeft- 
ively ; and the three youngeft were feve- 
rally provided for as coheirs with the 
others. 

By this arrangement^ Abdoola Khan 

and 
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and Murtooisa Khan got Owlah, and the 
countries to the northward ; Fyzoola Khan 
and Mahummed Yar, Barellec ; and Sy- 
doola Khan and Allah- Yar Khan^ Morada- 
bad ; — and a treaty of perpetual friendfhip 
and alliance being executed by the brothers, 
Sydoola Khan proceeded to take pofleffion 
of his government at Moiadabad, and Ab- 
doola Khan and Fyzoola Khan remained at 

m 

Owlah. 

But, however anxious the guardians 
might appear to eftablifh and feciire the in- 
terefts of their wards by the above parti- 
tion, it is certain they by no means de- 
figned that it (hould be a lofting one. If the 
brothers continued upon terms of mutual 
amity and good underftanding with each 
other, as they muft foon arrive at matu- 
rity, the confequence and power of the 
guardians and other miniflers throughout 
the country would ceafe of courfe. Under 
this apprehenfion, and actuated by an ambi- 
tion which overlooks every obftacle, and 
overleaps every bound of honour apd virtue, 

they 
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they determined to adopt fuch meafures as 
mttft eSedually overfet the intentions of 
Allee Mahumnaed, and leave the manage* 
inent of the government at all times en* 
tirely in their own power.— To obtain this 
end, nothing appeared fb well calculated as 
ibwing the feeds of diiienfion and diftruft 
among the family of Allee Madummed: 
as {boa» therefore^ as Fyzoola Khan and 
his brother were fettled at Owlah, the 
creatures and emiilaries placed about them 
by the guardians begun, by the moft art- 
ful iniinuationSy to excite a difagreement 
and jealoufy between them, refpe£ting the , 
claims of fome of their followers : this, at 
firfty occafioned only fome fmall bicker- 
ingSy but thefe ibon broke out into an open 
quarreL 

A riot enfuedy one morning, among 
their domefticks ; it had originated in fome 
very trifling circumflances : but each of 
the brothers warmly efpoufing the caufe 
of his own fervants, and the minds of all 

being 
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being already fufficicntly inflamed by the 
underhand pra(9ices of thofe employed for 
that purpofe, the difturbance foon became 
general. Both parties flew to arms, — and 
every thing bore the appearance of the 
mof): alarming iofurre£tion. In the midft 
of this confuiion, a number of Rohillas 
found an opportunity to gratify their cui^ 
tomary avidity for pillage, by plunderihg 
the bazars of Owlah.— At length, night, 
and the interference of Hzfiz Rahmut and 
Doondee I^han^ helped to quell the uproar* 

The guardians had now. a ipecious pre« 
text for carrying the preface to their pro- 
jefl:ed fcheme into execution ; and foon 
after, accufing Abdoola Khan and his ad-' 
herents of having been the firft aggreilbrs 
in the foregoing affray, they fentenced 
him to be deprived of his ihare in the go- 
vernment, and baniihed him to the other 
fide of the Ganges : ■ ■ ■ thither Ije was 
voluntarily accompanied by his brothers, 
Allah Yar and Mahummed Yar. This vio- 
lent meaCure, however, excited fuch uni- 
yerfal difguil ^mong thd i^umerous retai- 
3 ners 
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ners to AlleeMahummed's family, that the 
guardians fbon found thcmfelves conftrain- 
ed to make fome alteration in their plan ; 
—therefore, after having prcvioufly fuper- 
feded the feniority of Abdoola Khan^ by in* 
yefting his brother Sydoola Khan with the 
oftenfible . infignia of authority, they 
thought proper to recal the forn>er, and 
fettled upon hica the diftrifts of Sehfwan, 
Ooj^nee and Shiddad-Naggurr, producing 
between four and five lacks annual revenue, 
and to the fecond of the above places he 
fhortly after retired, determining altogether 
to feclude himfelf from any farther con- 
cern in publick aflfairs. At the fame 
time, under pretence of the youth and in- 
experience of Fyzoola Khan, the guardi- 
ans took out of his hands the management 
of thofe countries which had fallen to his 
lot in the general partition, and fettled 
upon him a fmall diftrift of five lacks, in- 
cluding the Purgunnas of Rampore, Shawt* 
bad and Chatcheet ; and Fyzoola Khan 
fbon after repaired to the city of Rampore, 
which place has from that period been his 
principal refidence. 

Having 
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Having thus removed the chief obftacles 
to their views, the guardians proceeded, 
without farther referve, to the completion- 
of them, and made the real partition of 
the Rohilla dominion among themfelves, 
which they had intended from. the time of 
Allee Mahummed's death. 

« • 

By this new fettlcment, Hafiz Rahmut 
got the dift rifts of Barellee and Peeleabete; 
Moridabad fell to the ihare of Doondy 
Khan, together with the country extend- 
ing from thence to the city of Biflbolee ; 
— and the diftrids of Owlah, Budavon, 
Owfte, Koot and Ahrat were equally di- 
vided between Sirdar Khan, theBuxy, and 
Futtee Khan, the Khanfaman ; an acquifi- 
tion which was fufBcient to detach them 
from the interefts of the heirs of their for- 
mer mafter. As no territory was fettled 
\ipon Sydoola Khan, whom the guardians, 
to ferve their own purpofes, ftill continued 
to fupport in the ftation to which they had 
raifed him, a provifion was made for him 
by a penfion of eight lacks per annum, of 

which 
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ivhich two were furni(hed by the Khanfa* 
man/ three by Hafiz Rahmut, and three 
by Doondee Khan. No attention what- 
ever was paid to three younger Ions of Al- 
lee Mahummed in this adjuflment, and 
they were left either to ftarve, or refpec- 
tively to depend upon their brothers, ac- 
cording to the firft fettlement.— ♦' Thus** 
(to ufe the emphatick expreflions of the 
Rohilla hiftorian)— ** giving tHeir honour 
*• to the winds, and fufFering the tide of 
•* avarice and ambition to fweep away the 
** dying injunctions of their benefadlor in- 
** to the ocean of oblivion, the guardians 
** iniquitoufly deprived the children of 
•• AUee Mahummed of their birthright, 
•* and feized the reins of authority with 

^* the hand of ingratitude !" But this 

revolution*, although it changed the pro- 
perty, did not make any material alteration 
in the ftate with refpeft to its conftitutional 
arrangement, and the publick bufinefs con- 



* A. H. XI 65— A. D. 1754* 

tinued 
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(tiaudd to be Qarried>ou in the fanpie train as 
formerly^ . 

Sydoola Khan, who was a tyoung ifnza 
df high fpirit, being ^atceedinglryincenfed 
at the iniquitous ^proceedings, of IJafiz 
Rahmnt, and his colle^^es^ retired from 
Owlah in di%nft« Murtooza l^han, ifroni 
the fame motive, went afFto-Sequndewi. 
bad, where lie foon after 4lied: and his 
brother, AUah Yir, was abq^t thistlnae 
fcized with a confumption, whi<;h in a 
* few weeksf proved fatal to him« 

We have here related all; the principal 

domeftick tranfadions of the Rohilias, un* 

'dl the ultimate fettiement of their interaal 

fyAtmi'^^hvitthey had not, in > the mean 

i |lme, remained idle fpedators of; fibe con- 

^ tefndang l^ruggles of the vadaus newly-eib- 

-blifhed> powers around thefm;vand feveral 

ineidents ' txrcurred, dqring the period we 

'hiTC'been treatiog^f, which, id their events 

Jgrfettly feftd^ to the increaft^ of their po« 

K . lidcal 
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lit'ical weight and uifiuence, as well as to 
the extenfion of their dpmiaion. 

Sefdar Jung, not very long after the 
fruitlefs event of his iaft expedition agunft 
the Rohillas, having murdered Junetd 
Khan, the favourite of the Emperor, Ah- 
med Shah, and committed many other 
CDormitiec, was, by that monarch deprived 
of the ftzaref, and degraded from his 
' rank; incpnfequenceof which he rebelled 
. againft his fovereign, and even befieged 
him in his capital : but he was fruftrated 
in all his eHbrts, by the fuperlor bravery 
and abilities of Ghazee<ad-deen Khan, 
who commanded in Delhi under the Em- 
peror ; and being compelled to relinqtiilh 
this undertaking, retired to Owde, where 
he Shortly after died, and was fucceeded in 
his dominion by his fon, Suja-al-DowIah, 
who, however, did not obtain any rayai 
deedy by which he might oftenHbly fix his 
claim to the fuccefHon, until fome time af- 
ter. This prince, who, whatever defers 
qf character he might labour under, was 
an 
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an artful and able politician, forefeeingthe 
approaching diftrefles ofth^ empire, totally 
withdrew himfelf for a time from all con- 
nexions with the court, and wifely gave 
his whole attention to the regulation of the 
interior ceconomy of his government, and 
the proviiion of fuch means of defence as 
might fecure him frondi the cffeft of aniy 
change which fhould happen to ta|ce pl^ce 
in the Mogul adminiftrationt 

Soon after the deceafe of Sefdar Jungy 
<5hazee-ad-deen, who now poffefTed the 
whole power at court, having reafon to ap- 
prehend that Ahmed Shah, who equally 
dreaded and hated him, had formed a plan 
for hi3 def):ru^ion, depofed the uqfortynate 
Emperor, and deprived him of his fight ; 
arid releafing from confinement the prince 
Ydat'^ad^deen, who (with many others of 
the royal family) had paffed the greateft 
part of his life within the "walls of a prifon, 
itrbim upon the throne, under the title 
of *• ^Sumgeer the Sl(cond^ 

K a ■ Suja- 
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Siija-al-Dbwlah liad ever drdaacd the 
abilities iaad growing^ power of (jfhazasj-ad- 
deen, v^hofe pritidples he knew to be ds 

'flagUious ias his aiht>!tidii' vf&s unbdutided. 
This laft botd liitiarufe haVI left all the i-e- 

'inainiflg force and riches of the eriipireit 
that ntiitlifter's difpofat; 'aSa he' had lately 

"made ibnie overtures to an, alliance with 

^ Al!iaied KHati BiiiJgiih (who oh' the Cipi. 
tulation of the Itblfilifis to Sefiiar Juffig 
hid been fuffered to return to Ferrochabad, 
arid'to re-eftabliih hitafelf there) by 'iflat- 
teriiig him with a^promife bf'ippdintmg 
him to the cfiicie of Meer^Buxjf ot pay- 
mafter of the empire,, evidently with a 
view to prbfufe his iffiftance in a plan 
which Gha2ee-ad-deen had at this tirhe 

' formed for the conqtieft of Oude, as a fief of 
the Mogul enopire, the ^gfaiit of which had 

' ceafed bn the death of the former' Suhad&r. 

Suja-aI-Dov(Flah was n6t a little diTcbn- 
ceirted upon the difcoVery of the mitiifter's 
defigns ; and as he was willing to embrace 
every poffible means of ilrengthening him- 

felf 
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felf agaipl): the aj}proachip§ ^^J?gPFf h^i 
difpatched anabal&dor^ with conljderable. 
pxefents to the Rohilla chieft, aqd, wrote 
a letter, to young. Sydoola K^ap, (who% 
elder brothers had not, as yet, been libera- 
ted by Ahmed Adallee) requefting his 
friepdihip, an,d reprefenting hoy^r nauch.the 
conoimoA interejft of all in4ppendent; ft^tes. 
was concerned in vf}^^^^^^ tj[je.j^ref^lj, 
intentions of the n^^JLQ^g. 

The chbfe, on the receipt of the Suba^, 
dir of pude^s Iptters^ d^d notions ddOlbe- 
rate, oa what part they (ho\ild. a6L— They 
well knew that, in the event of tk^ ftibju^ 
gajdon^of SuJa-al-Dowlah, their ojiyn. over- 
throw ^ould be a cerf^ijp coi^fe^Hence ; ^^ 
they had already incurred the penalties of 
4ifp:be4^ei^ce and i^reach oj^ i^^tb by neg- 
Udlinji^, to fulfil any one of tlf e articles o|^ 

being attacked, by Ghazee-ad-deen^ ^?|^^^* 

^ ?«S?U^?§; T^^^X ^9'P^^ returned a 

K 3 favourable 
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favourable aufwcr, and, within a few 
weeks, entered into a formal treaty of alli- 
ance with Suja-alrDowlah ; each party 
mutuaUy engaging to fupport the other 

a^aiHit all enemies. 

<.•■'* 

' Mean tlrtie; Ghazfee-ad-deen having ef- 
fcAtd ^is' treaty witii Ahmed Khan Sun* 
gifti, arrived* at Perrochabad with a conii- 
derable army ; aitcl Was there joined Iby that 
chief with a body of twenty thoufand Pa- 

tSfn&—Fr6m' hence he marched to !Mindy- 

■ ■ _ • t f , •' . 

Ghaiut, andcohltrufting a bridge of boats 
up^n the Ganges, advanced to Goojer-poor, 
dri the eafter'n (ide of the river, and dif- 
patched a melTage' to Sija-al-Dowlah, ^e* 
ihariding in the Emperor's name, the im- 
iliediitfe teffiort of the country ; ahid re- 
quiring hihi forthwith to deliver up the 
treafiire arid jewels of his deceafed father, 
forfeited Hy his 4if6hedience and rebellionl 
To thii' peremptory meffage the Nabbfc re- 
turned ah evafiVe anfWiBt', land opened a ne- 
gOciation with Ghaze^-ad-deen, merely 
With a view to create delay : he had^ ih 
--•••' '-^^ ' ■ the 
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the interim, repeatedly difpatched exprefles 
to the Rbhillas, informing them of the 
imminent danger in which he ftot»d> 
At length, the chiefs colle£king the whole 
of their forces, proceeded to his relief. 

As the Rohilla army amounted to up- 
wards of thirty thoufand men, Ghazee-ad- 
deen judged it prudent to endeavour to draw 
them off from their conned):ion with the 
SubadSr ; and for this purpofe he caufed a 
Firman^ under the royal feal, to be <fireded 
to Sydobla Khan, ^' requiring the ailiftance 
^^ of the Afgans againft the rebelKous Son 
" of the traitor, Sefdar Jung."— The Ro- 
hillas, however, underftood tfaeir own in- 
tereft too well to join in the views of the 
minifter, as they were fully aware of the 
depth of his policy and the boldn^fs ahd 
extent of his deiigns, and knew that the 
inevitable confequence of Suja-al DoWf* 
hh's defeat muft be their own extirpation 
from their afTumed dominion in Kutt&her* 
—They therefore adhered firmly to the 
caufe of their ally, iniifted on the royal 

K 4 forces 
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forces imrnedlatiely evacua^trng bifl tviit^r 
rits^ and took pod in fucli aiiituaiipn fihat\ 
Ghazeeh>ad»deeri could not hayi^e attempt^ 
to adi/ancc^thout riikingf anqng^gpia^Qt?; 
and apjptuehoftdiog tha^, his army vjojildl by^ 
no means be an equal match for the unitedi 
focoesi of ;Wfir Qp|»fteQfe3> thft nMaiftQrr ^gr^d 
tor compiroxftiie^^ thfc bttAj^% wiijjh Sujnr^** 
Dwirlafa: hn tbe &saU iisfiti <^^ $H )M^8i o£ 
rti^tG^y ani aiib ohBgatW. t»> pay to, tbft 
Enbporoc ada aairuAi tiillpiit^ to th^j fdffi^ 
adaimaJrisiLfatureri suny^khse Qa(li: i^ing^ pAJl^fu 
and the pcopep bc»OMb QK^u^^ by- febeKa'- 

ture o£ Syddolai Khsm m the aam^ of t^o 
Rohilkijnates, the r«iyaA forces re^ni^ tp^. 
wdf ds> Delhi ; and tbef RohilW s^tfQke^ 
back to their own coiiiQrtty. 



It: was aixrut tbbp^iod that Ahicnod AV 
d41kd ieUafod the tim)i eldeft fensi of AU^ 
Makiiiiuned^ ais before men lionctd' 

•••••■,(• ■.!.•' 

. . » . ».t \ » I vJ •'*.>■•• - »•.*-•• * . • 

The northerii prtyvtocQS of Hiodoft^fi had 
already fuffored much from the inteilinr 

broils 
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bpt»i'^?j Qi tihe^r rnlerv when ^. OpW, a^di 

yvrhich foon reduced .ij^fly,- of ijb^gn^, tft 5%,. 
fiate of general defolation^ 

. Sp^^iseftiil?fiRfthUkfI}a«^r^ti^n^/r9m, 
Qu<i?fti th% Iti<iknqttm>,^ e^qiiragacj. bj{.thc. 
4*i^y 9fcf thefiOH^t, a^4, thft pr^fe^t <U|^. 

i^M^e4 Hhe P<^ uri^h; a confi<^i|^4 aftBijRis. 
«4 ff>^€;i«i. t^»r r^vagfe^ wet ^^. >»rh4?. 
C(»*pto3f,be|l;w€^» theGaijgesajfcdiih^ JiMja-, 
ija„. \HHil ^liejr r^achjq4 tj^e^wi^t^^^^^jf 
!^iJ€el?rajHPwylah,^ of >K^ft« it. •«»?»: rb^ 
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m}yj yo«tlj«, conae jfe^ ijljie I5^o^lJt?«l$, of 

f)fi» Bifli?ret PWn WifJ*. liWa be followed 
jtlse^andard p^f Aye^^^^^mn^ 4P^^ 

f){i his final eftablilhmeut in E«Hilcund, 

• ^ had 
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had rewarded his fervices with a grant of 
a fmall diftrid which forms the northern 
part of that province. 

After AUee Mahummed's death, Nijeeb- 
al-Dowlah ftiU ' remained firmly attached 
to the interefts of the Rohillas ; and in 
their laft war with Sefdar Jung, when 
they took refuge in the hills, he remarka* 
bly fignalized himfelf in their defence ; and 
on fcveral occafions, by his valour and 
good conduft, greatly retarded the ap- 
proaches of the enemy ; in confequeriqe of 
which,' when' afiairs were fettled, he had 
ibme additions made to his diilri6t:s ; and 
Doondy Khan befiowed upon him his eldeft 
daughter in marrSagfe. — ^Thus ftrengthened 
and conneftedj he was joined by a multi- 
tude of Aigan freebooters, and by . their 
means poUbfled himfelf of all that valua^- 
ble traft of country -ftretching weftward 
from the-Ganges tothe diftrift of Siharen- 
pore, along the foot of the hilla, afad fouth* 
ward aimbft to the gates of Delhi ; and as, 
• in 
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iii the prefent diftraftions of the empire, 
there were no immediate claimants to dif- 
putc his right, he foon eftabliffied himfelf 
in this quarter. From hence he repaired 
to court, where all ranks and orders of fb- 
ciety Teemed to be confounded, and every 
individual, however infamous, was at li« 
berty to raife himfelf to 4iAin£tion by the 
force of his abilities, or the power of his 
arm. — Here he conducted himfelf with 
fuch addrefs as foon ingratiated him with 
ibme of the leading men, and Ghazee-ad- 
deen, confcious of his inability to difpofefs 
him of the country he had feized, and iti 
hopes of rendering him fubfervient to his 
future views, obtained for him from Ah- 
med Shah a royal grant *of all thofe terri« 
tories : th^s he foon grew into great con« 
fequence, and afterwards became a power- 
ful fupporcer of the Rohilla interefts. 
' ■ * ■ . - • 

On the approach of the Mabrattas^ at 

• t - ' 

already related, Nijeeb-al-Dowlah col- 

lc6ted 



^34 ^ ^.S 'T ^^. Y OF THE: 

■• ■-» 

leded his, forces tpgp,t^er, in. ord^ir,tQ op-, 
pqfq tbe^e powerful itiyadcsrs; but, aftqf, 
ibme iJuhpalitieSf finding be \yas i^ r^able. tp 
Xfx^^andthcm in^tbe open fiel4> ^^ ^hfl^yf- 
lUQQ^lfy with, the greateft part of. his^ 
f9i;c^ 'into fpme ftrOOg ^ntrenchmeots zfr 

Sof^^rX^' Vf^C^ *ft!5 ^A^fi^^ ha;i^ of: 
tl^ Qanges, and \grote t^,his fyjgpj^at. 

l^utt^h^r fp'ji aiBiiaRpe ; if^ cqn^iquence: pf^ 
^^J9.h tbfi c^iqf^. iffspediatfily, difpatche^ 
l^ya^ Sirda^ Khai> w/^h. h^s forces to Ni- 
jef^^-Powlah's ai<J, a.i?fJi ^ote, tp Siyg-^ 
^^Btfivifi^h, i;equi^ng,9^h^,ai, in the prefent.' 

««»?g«!OFX»..a.'«'W» «f Aof^ goQd ojaSciqs, 
¥j^<^ ^ey.iii»ii;§n^redhJb|\i9m wpntha 
sigpJ .ia <?op%q(iity,.^ whi«h, the Sub^.- 
4lr.C9%i^e|d tog^thei; ibm,e,of his, t];pppsy 
^n4> af};V;|uce4. by rap^d m^rclJ^es towards 
% ]^? of adiprv 
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In the mean time, a body of Mahrattas 
qjfof]^ tfh^ Grange* A^ a fo;:d neig^r j^f^W^/^* 

^[}t$iw]|ah*s country which was iituated to 
the eaftward of that river 5 continually 

eluding. 
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'eluding, by tKe rapidity of their mdv^faients, 
every atrefcnpt^bf thcRbhillas to bring them 
to a6tion ; but on the approach of Sbja-il- 
Dowlah, they thought it moft advifeable to 
retreat. On the junftion of the Subad^r of 
Owde with the Afgans, the whole prepared 
^to pafs the Ganges ahd attack the Mahrat- 
tas in the Db&b ; but, oh receiving' hitelli- 
, gence of this defign, the latter raifed the 
blockade by which they had hitherto con- 
fined Nijeeb^aUDowlah within his in- 
trench rtlents, and having plundereid all the 
open country, retired towards Agra . » 
The Rohillas ftill remained in the field ; 
but Suja*al-Dowlah, dn the Mahrattas 
■ going off, returned to Oude. 

It Was at this period that Ahmed AbdkU 
lee di'reded his attention a fecond time to- 
wards Hindofhn. 

He had long been checked in his defigns 
upon this fide by Meer Miihnoo, Who with 
. great valour and good conduA profefled 
for a time the (battered remains of the em- 
pire 
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pire towards the Putydb. — ^Unfortunatdy, 
this gallant general was killed by an acci- 
dent : and the royal army were fo difpirited 
by this event, and fell into fuch diforder 
froni the want of a proper leader, that 
Ahmed Abdallee with e%ie eftabliflied hli:%> 
felf in all the province of Lahore, took 
that city with little pppofiiion, and obliged 
the Mogul forces to fall back to.Sirhind. 

It would be difficult to paint a more dif* 
trefsfyl fqene than what the court at Del- 
hi at this time exhibited. Allumgeer lU 
the wretched reprefentative of the houfe of 
Timyr, found himfelf furrounded by the 
fadiions of cpntending nobles, who, utterly 
devoid of every fentiment of loyalty and at-» 
tachment, fupported him in the noxninal 
jjflumptiops of regal dignity, merely with 
ja view to render him fubfervient to their 
fchemes of ambition; and were ready at 

. any time to take him off by the bowl or 
the dagger, vyh^n it Ihould fqit their pur- 

,.xpofe, 

\*ii • • • 
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Soon after the death of Meer Munnoo^ 
this unhappy prince privately invited Ah- 
med AbdMlee to Delhi, and befought his 
proteftion againft his own fervants. 

The Candah^r prince had reafons 
fufficient to induce him to comply readily 
with this requeft. He therefore marched 
from Lahore with an 'army of feventy 
thoufand Durances ; and whilfl: upon his 
march, he wrote to the fons of AUee Ma« 
hummed (whom he had lately fet free) 
and to the other' Rohilla chiefs^ requiring 
their afliftance in fettling the affairs of the 
empire ; and promifing them fuch rewards 
as, by their means in forwarding his mea<* 
fures, he might be enabled to beftow upon 
them.— He wrote to the fame efie£t to Ni- 
•jeeb^al-'Dowlah ; that chief, however, was 
conftrained from political motives to dif^ 
t fembie, as he held a high office under 
Ghazee<-ad«deen ; and the minifter having 
: xefolved to march agaiafi: the Durdnees^ 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah joined him, forthe^ire- 
fent, with his troops ; but fecretly pledged 

hinjfclf 




to 'ovcrthroW' Gi>az^«ad*deen) that lie 

Would rgb^t^cr to AhitSed Abddlfe^^on the 

very firft t^pottiinityr; 4nd be eV<ti tgaVe 

that prince private intimation of his defign. 

Thethiifs in Rohikund t(Jdca>mare ttpen 

»4ftd dcdded :part in favoUr-df Ahf»&d^^l)« 

>c^iee* On the redcipt of • bis Ictt^rSyl^y^ 

'ZooIa^Khan , witb two'^of hi&bfdtlfers, jf)ft)- 

5cfeedcd to ;Strhi*d, where* tb^-faiatid the 

<l^lindahdr -prince ; and giving him many 

' vahiable ptefdtit^, aflured him\)f the iftv«* 

^ riahle -attaChn^eat of the R ohiUas to his 

^intdrefta* 

"FrcMix Sirhind Ahnled Abdallee^ad^ariced 
■' towards -Delhi*— Ghazee*ad-^ee« tatteflifit- 
^*fed to retard his .'progrefs ^and was pte- 
rparittg tOigive bim^battle, When^he fdubd 
'himffelf fvMjdetily deferted- by Nijeeb*^al- 
-Dowlab aird his forces, -which Coirili-* 
' tuted a chief part of hisarmy. The oHfii* 
•''fter (btm p^rceiv^d' the fnaro into 'whCcb ho 
*had ialie^ ; but his abilities feilahled-him 
tdv^^rd off the r'uin intended by it : ^ with 

a deciiive 
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tL decifive promptitude, and a confidence in 
the honour of his enemyj which are fel- 
dom feen in that part of the worlds he de- 
livered himfelf up to the Abdaliee, and 
foon found means to allay the refentment 
and conciliate the favour of that prince ; 
mean while, the AbdMlee marched unmo- 
lefted to Delhi* which city he entered on 
the eleventh day bf September, 1 7574 

He had here an interview with the Em^ 
pcror, of whom he demanded a fubjidy to 
defray the expence of this expedition, 
which heprofeffed to have been undertaken 
entirely at his inftigation. The weak mo- 
narch gave him authority under his feal to 
levy acontribution upon this account, to the 
amount oi zcrore of rupees, on Delhi and 
the adjacent country ; and this exaflioti 
being in forced with exceeding feverity, 
fome difturbances arofe in the courfe of it^ 
the confequence of which was a dreadful 
maffacre and general pillage of the mifera^ 
ble inhabitants ; and the unhappy Allum* 
geer faw the refult of the defperate {lep he 

L had 
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had purfued, in the d^fl:ru(9:ion of his capi- 
tal, and the overthrow of the laft remnant 
of the Mogul greatnefs. 

It were painful to dwell upon fuch hor- 
rid fcenes : fuffice it to fay that, after hav- 
ing permitted his foldiers for fifty-fix days 
to commit at pleafure every lawlefs out- 
rage, Ahmed Abdallee reinl^ated Ghazee- 
ad-deen in his office, delivered the Empc- 
Tor back into the power of that minifter, 
who was now become his implacable ene- 
my, and marched fbuthward againfl the 
JdtSf who had of late ereded a powerful 
eftablifhment in the countries about Agra. 

On this expedition, Ahmpd Abdallee 
was accompanied by Hafiz Rahmut with a 
large body of Rohillas. 

Agra was ftill held in the Emperor's 
name* — Fazil Khan, the governor, fhut 
his gates, and refufed the Candahar prince 
admittance, upon which he befieged it in 
form ; but the inhabitants, warned by the 
I recent 
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iretrent fate of Delhi, fo well feconded the 
bravery of their govei-nor, that Ahmed 
Abd^llee, after lying befbrfe the place for 
fix weeks, found it advifeable to raife the 
fiege. He next attacked the Jats, and 
having taken many of their ftrohg holds, 
(which he put into the poffeffibn bf the 
Rohilla chiefs,) and pliiiiderfed all the open 
country round Agra, on the approach of 
the rainy feafon, he retired into canton- 
ments "^t Anapfticer, in June, 1758; 

During his ftay at this place^ Ahmed 
Abd^Uee, into whofe hands the preceding 
events had thrown the whole power of the 
ftate, took upon him, under pretence of 
regulating the affairs of the Mogul govern- 
ment, to give away provinces and depofe 
or fet up rulers at pleafure : and as the 
Rohillas had fo entirely coincided in all his 
meafures, he divided among them the di- 
ftrids which he had lately overrutl in the 
Dodb: to Nijeeb-al-Dowlah he allotted 
the Jagheer of Secundna; to FyzooIaKhan, 
Shikohab^d ; and to Sydoola Khan, Jella* 

L % fcr 
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fer and Fyrozeabad : and upon Hafir Rab- 
taut and Doondy Khan he beftowed tl>e 
government of Etdtvaj comprehending all 
the territory between Agra and Kulpee. 
It is to be obferved, however, that the 
greateA part of this diflributloa was, for 
the prefeot at leaA, merely nominal ; the 
Aohillas being as yet in no condition to 
avail themfelves of it to any great extent. 

On the breaking up of the rains, Ah- 
med AbdSllee proceeded to Delhi, and in- 
tended to have fpent a few weeks in the 
neighbourhood of that place ; but having 
received, about this time, fome difagreeable 
intelligence from his own country, he fet 
off fuddenly for thatquarter. 

The unfortunate Emperor was now en- 
tirely in the power of his implacable mini- 
fter : Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, in whom alone 
he could place any confidence, was bufied 
in fecuring the diftritSs which had been 
put in his pofleffion by Ahmed Abdallec,; 
and Ghazee-ad-deen, no longer feeling any 
check. 
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check from the Candahir prince, behaved 
with the utmoft cruelty to Aliumgeer 
Shah, confined him within certain apart-^ 
ments of his palace, made ufe of his name 
as an authority for the commiffion of every 
enormity, and even endeavoured to fecure 
the perfon of the prince, Allee Gohar*, 
who with difficulty efcaped from him» 

At length the unhappy Aliumgeer found 
an opportunity to write to Ahmed AbdSl- 
lee an account of his fituation, ^and once 
more applied to him for relief, to which 
the Candahar prince returned a favourable 
reply, promifing to fettle his own affairs, 
and proceed to Delhi with all poflible ex- 
pedition, and threatening Ghazee-ad-deen 
with the fevereft puniftiment. By fome 
mifmanagement this letter fell into the 
minifter's hands, and he, in revenge of the 
Emperor's appeal to the Abdallee, had 
liim aiTaifinated* 

As the prince, Alice Gohar, who was 
the next heir to the throne, had fled from 

L 3 the 
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thcmachi nations of the miniftisr, and at the 
period of his father's murder, was wan- 
dering through the country, and applying 
to diSereat princes for protection and relief, 
the empire was for (ome time withput any 
acknowledged head, and the reign of the 
hOufe pf Timur feemed to be an end. 

The Mahrattas had retired to their pwtj 
country, as before related, and were pre-r 
vented from undertaking any thing to the 
northward again, during the ftay of Ah^ 
med AbdMlee;-:r-and it was at this junc- 
ture that they were induced, from the de-: 
ranged pofture of affairs, and the univerfal 
anarchy which feemed to prevail in every 
department of the Mogul ftate, to attempt 
pverturning the Mahommedan, and efta- 
blifhing the ancient Hindoo government. 

With this view, Bala Row, the Peifh- 
wa, levied an immenfe army, the com- 
mand of which he defigned for his bro- 
ther, Ragonet Row ;— :but a difpute arif- 
pg between them concerning the provifion 

■" ■ pf 



of the ueceiTary fupplies, Ragonet Row 
refufed to undertake the management of 
the expedition, which was^ ofeoufequence, 
committed to Mahdo Sidda Shed, com- 
monly called the Bhao, the fon of Chim- 
na Jee A pa. As the Peilhwa abfolutely re- 
fufed to part with any money for the fup- 
port of the army to be employed in this, 
undertaking, declaring ** thataMahrattaar- 
" my ought always to be able to fubfift itfelf 
" by plunder,** Sidda She6 firft turned his 
arms againft the Niz^m, who being totally 
unprepared for any contention with fuch a 
prodigious force, was obliged to pay him 
down a confiderablefum, and to render up^ 
by treaty, the countries of Burhan-pore 
and Malava. Sidda She6 immediately 
laid thefe countries under contribution, 
and then marched northward, fuppofing 
that the Muffulman powers, from their 
inteftine diviiions, would become an eafy 
prey to fo great a force *. 

L 4 The 

* The particulars of the Mahratta tf khft^lions at 
J>rlhi and elfewhere^ previous to the battle of Paney 

put. 
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The time which had been neceifarily oc? 
eupied in the foregoing preparations, gave 
the Mahommedans full opportunity for 
taking the ncccflary meafures tb avert the 
danger which threatened ♦' thefaithr^ ; and 
they, for a time, forgot their mutual ani? 
mofities, and zealoufly united in this com? 
mou caufe* 

Ahmed Abdallee^ in purfuance of hi? 
promife to the Emperor AUumgeer, had 
returned to Gungapore, near Sirhind, where 
he was joined by Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, and 
his frienfls the Rohilla chiefs, with a large 
body of Afgans ; and he was foon after re- 
inforced by the arrival of Suja-al-Dow- 
lah and Ahmed Khan Bungifh. 

The circumftances of this junftion, and 

^' the fubfequent defeat of the Mahrattas, 

are already well known.— The Mahrattas, 



put, although flightly touched upon by the RohiUa 
hiftorian, are here omitted, as irrelevant to our princi- 
pal obje&* 

contrary 
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contrary to their ufual rule of condoft in 
tht field, inftead of carrymg on the cam- 
paign in that predatory kind of war, to 
which- their numerous bodies of hprfe are 
befl: adapted, fuHered themfelves to be 
drawn into a lituation, from whence they 
could not by any means be extricated with- 
out coming to a decifive engagement. A^ 
ter fome difputes among their chiefs coa- 
cerning their future operations, they in* 
trenched themfelves in the neighbourhood 
df Paneyput-KurnalL— This was the very 
point at which Ahmed Abdallee (whoafted 
as generaliffimo of the united army of the 
Muffulmans) had aimed. — ^The Hit>doos 
were furrounded by the Muffulman armies 
on every fide : their fupplies were all cut 
off, and their foraging parties deftroyed ; 
fo that they were foon reduced to the ut- 
moft diftrefs. — To add to their perplexity^ 
they were deferted by Sooraj Mull, who 
had ftrongly difapproved of their intrench- 
ing, and forcfeeing the probable confe- 
quence, with an ihftdelity which feems to 
|o be a marking <:hara<5teriftick^of all the 

' Indian 
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Indian powers, opened a fecret negociation 
with Ahmed Abdaliee ; and^ by the con- 
trivance of theMufTulman commander, an 
attack being diredted againft adiftant quar*- 
ter of the Mahratta camp* in the midft of 
a very dark night, the above chief found 
an opportunity, whilft the attention of his 
allies was engaged by this manoeuvre, to 
quit his lines unperceived ; and pafling 
through the Mahommedan army, went off 
towards Agra, with many thoufands of the 
J&ts, whom the Mahrattas had perfuaded 
or compelled to join them. The attack of 
the Muffulmans having fully anfwered the 
only purpofe intended by it, Ahmed Abdaliee 
fent orders to the aifailants to return into 
their own lines. The neceflary confe- 
quence of this order was a retreat, which 
the Hindoos attributing to a wrong mo- 
tive, they were filled with fuch a confi- 
dence in their own prowefs as determined 
them (independent of the prcfent di- 
ftrefsof their fituation) to march out of 
their intrenchments the next day, and at- 
tack their enemies.-— This brought on thi 

hattk 
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hattk of Paneyput^ one of the mofl: bloody 
jengagements which has occurred in nvodern 
times. 

The plain on which this a£tion waa 
fought had been celebrated among the 
Hindoos for fome fignal viffcories gained 
upon it by their anceftors over the barba- 
rians of the north ; and the flake to be now 
contended for was of the utmoft magnitude 
to both fides, including "in it nothing leis 
than the ultimate fate of two rival powers^ 
and the decided fuperiority or the eventual 
extirpation of theMufiulmans inHindoflaiu 

The idea of this being fortunate ground^ 
and the prefumption infpired by the fup-i» 
pofed repulfe of their enemies the prece« 
ding night, filled the Hindoos, on the pre-> 
fent occafion, with an enthuiiafm approach* 
ingto madnefs. They ru(hed out of their 
intrenchraents without any regular order^ 
and where repulfed by the Mahommedans 
with prodigious lofs« The defection of 
^be Jdts was not yet certainly knowa 

among 
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among them, when, a large column of 
horfe, led by the RohiUa commanders, 
poured down upon them under cover of a 
cloud of duft, and forming on the ground 
which the J^ts bad occupied, feparated 
the Mahratta army into two parts ; whilft 
a body of fix thoufand Duraiinees, who 
bad been detached by Ahmed Abdallee as 
foon as he difcovered their intention to en- 
gage, having made a rapid circuit of fome 
coiles, appeared in the rear of their right 
wing. This decided the fate of the day. 
The Mahratta right wing being nearly fur- 
rounded, was entirely cut to pieces ; and 
their left, after many defperate efforts, 
having loft feveral of their principal lead- 
ers, at length gave way, and a total route 
enfued. The Muffulmanspurfued them up* 
wards of fixty miles, and in a flhort time 
totally deftroyed that army which but a 
few days before had been fo numerous and 
formidable. — It is computed that the lofs 
of the Hindoos upon this occafion amounted 
to not l£fs than one hundred thoufand men, 
among whom were their general §idda 

Shed 
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She&, and VifwafsRow, the Peifliwa'seldeft 
foil ; together with the whole of their trca- 
fure, artillery, and baggage*. 

Ahnned Abdallee, fhortly after this vic- 
tory, returned to Delhi, where he placed 
the prince Jcwan Bukht, the eldeft fon of 
the heir apparent, Allee Gohar, upon the 
throne, committing the guardianlhip aiui 
fuperinteiidencs of the government under 
the young prince, until the return of his 



* As the Rohilla text is the only authority we have 
confulted in our relation of this a£lion; it is not un- 
likely that it may contain many inaccuracies. — One 
thing muft be remarked, which is, the total omiffion, 
in it, of the eminent part which Suja-al-E(owlah bore 
in this memorable event. — It was certainly najiural - 
for the national pride of a Rohilla to afcribe to his . 
own countrymen more than their due portion of me- 
rit, and perhaps, to detradl from that of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, whom a per fon of this tribe cannot befup- 
pofed inclined to reprefent in any favourablcv-point of 
view. — It is, however, but juftice to obferve, that all ^ 
€ther accounts concur in the clrcumftance of Suja-al- , 
Dowlah having", by his bravery and adlivity, rendered 
the fortiuie of the day decifive. 

father, 
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father. Into the hands of Nijeeb-al-Dow- 
lah, whom he raifed to the office of prime 
mihifter, and the dignity of Ameer-al-^m^ 
rah. The infamous Ghazee-ad-deen, ap- 
prehenfive of being called to account by 
the Abdillee for the murder of the Empe* 
ror Allumgeer, had fome time before with- 
drawn himfelf from all political concerns, 
aiid retired to the Dican. After fettling 
affairs at Delhi in the heft manner that the 
circumflances of the time would admit, the 
Candahdr prince returned towards his 
own country. 

The partition of the countries In the 
Dodb^ which Ahmed Abdillee had made 
the year before, among the Afgan chiefs, 
^ could n6t fail of exciting a war between 
thofe powers and the Jats, who had been 
the former pofTefTors : but as Nijeeb-al^ 
Dowlah was chiefly concerned in it, and 
had now all the wealth or force which re- 
mained from the ruins of the empire, at 
his command, the Rohillas, with his af- 
fiflance, reprefTed all their attempts to re- 
cover 
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cover their countries, and e{labli(hed them*- 
felves with every appfearance of perman- 
ent fecurity as well here as in their origi- 
nal poiTeiTions in Kuttaher; whilA Suja-al- 
Dowlah omitted no means to improve his 
power and confirm his independence in 
the province of Oude. 

In this difpofition of things, the jarring 
interells of Suja*al* Dowlah, the Rohillas^ 
and other MuiTulman chiefs in thefe pro- 
vinces, who had totally thrown off ail 
farther dependence upon the Mogul go- 
vernment, (which, in fadl, at this time, 
ceafed to exift) and now held their domi-^ 
nions in their own right by the tenure of 
the fword, might have continued to be 
pretty well balanced, perhaps, for fome 
years ; — but, in the mean time, a power 
iprung up equally formidable and unex- 
pected. ; the fuperior influence of which 
iboQ wrought a great change in the general 
fttlitical fyftem. 

The Engllih, having furmounted incre- 
dible 
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^ible hardfliips and difficulties in Bengal, had 
been led, from motives of immediate felf-pre« 
fervation, to takefuch fteps as ended in the 
acqutfition of the complete and uncon- 
trolled dominion of that and all the neigh- 
bouring dependent provinces. The parti- 
culars which led to fo important a revolu- 
tion are foreign to, this narrative : fuffice it 
to fay, that on their breach with the Na- 
bob Meet Coffim Allee Khan, the Britifh 
commanders defeated and purfued him out 
of Beh4r, conftraining him to feek refuge 
in the neighbouring province of Oude. — 
Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little alarmed 
at the rapid progrefs and unexampled 
fuccefs of thefe new neighbours. — At the 
pfioment, however, when their good for- 
tune feemed to have operated decifively in 
their favour, he learned that a dreadful 
mutiny had broke out in the Englifh army, 
and that a general defertion threatened its 
annihilation, whilft he knew that their 
lately-acqjuired dominion was ftill involved 
in the confufion and derangement incident 
to recent concjueft, — Ever watchful, as he 

was. 
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was, to feize any occafion that might offer 
for his own aggrandizement, and the en* 
largement of his dominion, he conceived 
the prefent a happy opportunity at once to 
relieve his fears arid gratify his ambition, 
by poffeffing himfelf of the Bengal pro- 
vinces. — Thefe fentiments, added to the 
influence and treafure of the expelled Na- 
bob, determined him, without even a 
fhadow of provocation, to make head 
againft the Englifli^ He accordingly col- 
lected all the forces he could mufter, and 
with a (hort-lighted and heedlefs temerity 
marched towards Patna, on pretence of 
acting under the orders of the prince Allee 
Gohar (who had fometime before thrown 
himfelf on his proteftion) and reftoring 
Cofliim Allee Khan to the Mufnudof Ben- 
gal.— In this expedition he was joined by a 
confiderable body of Rohillas under En^it 
Khan, the fon of Hafiz Rahmut. — Being 
repulfed in the Ikirmifh of Pitchee-Pehirey, 
and afterwards totally defeated at Buxar, he 
fled to Fyzabad,^ and hearing of the march 
of a detachment of EngUfli troops towards 

M Lucknow 
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Lucknow, he took ^ refuge in Rohilcunc^ 
He was hofpitably received and entertained 
at Barellee by Doondee Khan, — Here he 
made many attempts to procure the affift- 
ance of the Rohilla chiefs againft the Eng- 
lifli ; but they^ terrified by the recent fate 
of Coffim AUee Khan, and Suja-al-Dow- 
lah*s ill fuccefs, would not venture to take 
any part in his favour : he at laft, however, 
prevailed on Hafiz Rahmut to join hina 
with a' body of three thoufand Afgans, and 
being farther reinforced by a fmall army of 
Mahrattas under Mtilhar Row, was encou- 
raged to try his fortune once more in the 
field againft the English. — ^He advanced 
into the Doahj and made fome attempts 
againft the troops under General Carnac, 
and was again defeated. — Hopelefs of fuc- 
cefs, and deferted by a great part of his 
troops, Suja-al-Dowlah at length deter- 
mined to throw himfelf upon the genero- 
fity of his enemies, and foon after came 
into the Britifh generaFs camp. Thefe 
occurrences led to the celebrated " treaty of 
AUehabdd.^'* By this treaty Suja-al-Dow- 

I lah 



lah was reinftated in his original Jominion 
of Oude, and every other right he enjoyed 
previous to the vsrar, except the dominion of 
the provinces of Korah and Allehabad, 
which form the fouthern part of the Dodih 
— Thefe diftrifts had been prefented by Ah- 
med Abd^llee (in his general partition of 
theD^^^ among the Afgan chiefs) to Sy*^ 
doola Khan, who, being fenfible of his in- 
ability to fubdue or hold them, as they lay 
at a confiderable diftance from Rohilcund^ 
made them over to Suja al Dowlah, and 
that prince had fei^ed the forts of Kurra 
and Allehabad, and fome other ftrong holds 
in thefe territories, but had not yet been 
able to eftablifli himfetf in perfeft poffeflion 
of the country, when his unprovoked war 
with the Englifh drew his attention from 
every other objeft. The prince Allee Gd* 
har, whom we have fo often mentioned, 
on the defeat of Suja-al-Dowlah at Buxar, 
bad thrown himfelf upon the protedtidn 
of the conquerors, and as fucceffor to his 
father, Allumgeer^ had affumed the title 
of Emperor^ under the name oi Shah Au^ 

M % lum. 
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lum. — This prince was a party in the be- 
fore-mentioned treaty. — The Englifli, by 
the fuccefs of their arms, had already ob- 
tained full and entire pofleffion of the pro- 
vince of Bengal, and its dependencies : — 
it waS| however, deemed neceflary (from 
what poffible motive of reafon or policy 
we cannot take upon us to judge) to ob- 
tain an ojlenfible claim to the tenure of 
them, on the prefcnt occafion j by procur- 
ing from an impotent monarch, who 
was himfelf a fugitive and a dependant on 
the Englifli for the very crown and title 
which he had afl'umed, — a pommiflion to 
the Company of the Dewannee of the Ben- 
gal provinces ; and the Emperor had, in 
return^ an annual penjion or tribute * fet- 
tled upon him, to be paid out of the Ben- 
gal revenues, and was guaranteed in the 
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* The writer is not informed by what appellation this 
was fpecified in the treaty of Allehabad* — It is deno- 
minated in the MS. Salleeana Nizzerduaj which may- 
be tendered, << Annual gratuity," a general appellation 
which docs not imply pofitivc tighu 

pdffeffion 
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poffeffion of the provinces of Korah and 
Allehabad, wh«re he reiided for fome time 
after. 

Although thefe tranfa<9:ions were not 
immediately connefted with the hiftory of 
the Rohillas, yet, as they in their confe- 
quences led to events of the moft material 
importance with refpcft to that tribe, it 
was neceffary to take fome particular no- 
tice of them here. It is alfb proper to remark 
that about the period of which we have 
been treating, the new Emperor advanced 
Suja-al-DowIah to the office of the Fiza^ 
ret J an appointment, however, which the 
prefent ftate of the fovereign rendered 
merely nominal. . 

On Suja-al-Dowlah furrendering him-^ 
felf to the Englifli, Hafiz Rahmut and his 
followers returned to Rohilcund, \ and 
thither we (hall now accompany them. 

Abdoola Khan being exceedingly difguf- 
Jed at the iniquitous condudl of his guar- 

M 3 di^QS, 
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dians, had retired to Oojineey (as before 
obferved) ^ and there, pufiting on the habk 
of a IHrveiJh^ or Fakeer^ employed him- 
felf in diftributing the whole of the in- 
come arjifing from the lands allotted for 
his fupport, in alms to the poor ; and, in 
xonformity to the praftice of the order of 
which he profei!cd himfetf a member, afr 
fe<^ed to cheriih fnakqs and other noxious 
animals, by one of which he was bit ia 
the arm, and almoft inftantly expired, in 
Auguft, 1 76 1. — About three years after 
.that event, Sydoola Khan, during the ab- 
fe^pp of Hafiz Rahmut, was feized with a 
confumptipn, and died in 1764 ; and only 
two of AUee Mahummed's children now 
remained alive ; viz, Fyzoola Khan and 
Mahummed-Yar Khan. 

Thefe are theonly events of note which 
occurred in Rohilqund duru)g the fpace 
of jfeven years; to wit, from the battle of 
Paneyput to the fecond incurfion'of the 
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Mahrattas into the Dodb. During this 
interval they had no enemies to interrupt 
their tranquillity from without ; and, aK 
though theinjufticc of the guardians gave 
rife to frequent jealoufies and difputes, yet 
the vigorous adminiftration of the chiefs 
-who had ufurped the government, pre- 
served the country in a tolerable degree of 
internal harmony ; but we have no docu- 
ments from which we might enter into a 
more minute defcription of the domeftick 
management or political intrigues which 
occupied their attention within this period ; 
as all that the Rohilla narrator remarks 
upon it is — ** The Afgan Sirdars^ being freed 
** from the vexatious interruptions of the 
^ marauders of the Deccan^^ (the Mahral^ 
fas) ** by their chaftifement at Paneyput, 
** and allaying the ferments of the dilcor- 
^^ dant and the factious by the wifdom of 
^^ their aufpicious councils, pafTed feveti 
** years in harmony and eafe." 

The Mahrattas had lufFered fo very le- 
yerely hy their defeat at Pane^put, that 

M 4 ibm(» 
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fome years paffed away before they would 
venture to do any thing of confequence 
again in the northern provinces. At length, 
having refolved to deprive the Afgans of 
thofe countries, which, by the favour of 
Ahmed Abd^llee, they held in the Doib, 
Mahdo Jee Sindca, (the fucceflbr of Mai- 
har Row) Toke JeeHolcar, and other chiefs, 
croi^ed the Jumna with a confiderable body 
of troops, in the year i y6^. 

Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, who continued to 
manage affairs at Delhi in the abfence of 
the King, as nominal minlfter, on hearing 
this intelligence, and finding that the 
Mahrattas were in great force, made a me- 
rit of neceflity, and joined thefe marau- 
ders in their depredations againft the^^^/j; 
and at the fame time a negociation was 
opened through his mediation between the 
Afigan chiefs and Mahratta commanders, 
refpeding the furrender of thofe diftrids 
in the Doab to which the latter laid claim, 
Doondee Khan, who had never much con- 
pern^d himfelf in the care of theff diftrifts, 

was 
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was willing to come to an amicable com - 
promife with the Mahrattas ; and, in a 
council of the chiefs which was held on 
the occafion, faid, — ^' I have no ability to 
^' meet the chiefs of the fouth in the 
*^ doubtful ftrife of war : — if they will, 
** from a dcfire of peace and amity, per- 
*' mit me to retain the diftridl of Shikko- 
•' hab^d alone, I fhall acknowledge their 
♦' kindnefs; but if not, I (hall lift my 
*' hands from thefepofleflions altogether." 

Hafiz Rahmut, who was prefent, 

and whofe pofleflions in the DoSb were 
valuable and produftive, with a charac- 
teriftick boldnefs, laying his hand upon 
his fcymltar, replied, ■ *^ Whilft I 
** live, I (hall hope ; nor will I fufFer 
♦• an ill-timed and groundlefs defpon- 
♦' dence to deprive me of thofe favour$ 
** which, with the help of God, I re- 
** ceived from the illuflrious Abd^UecT* 
' — On the council breaking up, Doondce 
Khan went off to his own diftrift, and 
Hafiz Rahmut and his party proceeded to 
take fuch Aeps as fhewed them determined 

to 
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to oppofe the views of the Mahrattas with 
all their might. For this purpofe they ca- 
tered into a treaty with Ahmed Khan 
Bungiih, promifing, in lieu of his fupport, 
to cede to him fome of thofe laods which 
lay contigious to the Ferrochabad govern- 
ment. — To the firft overtures made on this 
bufinefs to Ahmed Khan they received a 
favourable aofwer ; and relying vpon the 
aid which they fhould derive from this al* 
liance, a confiderable body of the Rohillas 
marching down to Sandee, croffed the 
Gauges at FuttyGhurr. Hafiz Rahmut, 
however, had not deliberated on this oc- 
cafion with his ufual forefight and fagacity. 
—Ahmed Khan Bungifli, whofe country 
lay open to the inroads of the Mahrattas, 
was fearful of expofing himfelf to their 
jndignation ; and, notwithftanding his re- 
ply to the requifitions of the Rohillas, 
delayed, on a variety of pretexts, to take 
any decided part againft them ; and many 
of the Rohillas themfelves being little in- 
terefted concerning the retention of terri- 
tories, from which the immediate poire£- 

fors 
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fors alone reaped any advantage, became 
diiTatisfied and mutinous ; fo that^ after 
ibme months trifling and fruitlef^ operih 
ition, Hafiz found himfelf obliged to give 
up the fort of Etdwa^ and the furround- 
ing country, to the Mahratt^s, and retired 
beyond the Gauges. 

Perhaps their lofs of territory in the 
Doiab, by circumfcribing their line of de* 
fence, taight have added to the real 
flrength of the Rohillas, inftea4 pf di- 
minilhuig it : but the Afgan interei^ 
lliortly after this, fufFered an irreparable 
ilow in the death of Nijeeb-al-Dow^bj 
who, from the period of his fucceeding 
Xjrhazee-ad-deen in the office of prime mi- 
ll i/ler, had continued for the remainder of 
his life to fupport the laft wretched frag- 
ment of the fallen empire at Delhi, with 
a firmnefs which would in happier times 
have infured' him the approbation and ap- 
plaufe of mankind ; and although, in this 
iaft fcene of it, the urgency of prcfent 
oeceffity confbained him to take a part 

with 



l66 HISTORY OF THE 

wilh their opponents, yet, as well from 
natural relation as from political connec- 
tion, he had always been warmly attached 
to the Afgan party. — He left a fon named 
Zabita Khan, who fucceeded his father in 
the -pofleffion of his territories in the 
northern part of Rohilcund and the Dodb. 

The Rohitla confederacy likewifc fuf- 
fcrcd much at this time by the death of 
Doondee Khan, who had, along with 
Hafiz Rahmut, been appointed by AUee 
Mahummed joint guardian to his children. 
His character flood high among thofe of 
bis tribe, for generofity of fpirit, and gal- 
lantry in war — infomuch, that they affert, 
that the acquifition of Rohilla indepen- 
dence inKuttiher may, in a great meafure, 
be afcribed to the popularity of his man- 
ners and the prudence of his councils. 

Having attained the age of feventy years, 
he died in Biffoolec of an apoplexy.-^He 
left three fons, Mahboola Khan, Fittahoola 
Khan, and Azeemoola Khan, who divided 
the diftrifts of Moradabad and Biffoolce 

(which 
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(which had fallen to the lot of their father 
in the ufurpation of the territory by the 
guardians) among themfelves. — Not long 
after this Ahmed Khan Bungifli died at 
Ferrochabad, leaving the inheritance of 
his pofleffions to his fon MuzzifFer Jung. 



The expulfion of the Rohillas from the 
Doab, and the utter extinftion of the 
Muflulman confequence at Delhi, in the 
death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, removed every 
obftruftion to the execution of thofe 
fchemes which the Mahrattas had at this 
time planned for extending their dominion 
and confirming their power in the capital 
of the empire. They accordingly took 
pofTeflion of Delhi, and wrote to the Em- 
peror Shah Aulum, who then, refided under 
the proteftion of the Englifti at Alleha- 
bad, holding forth to him the moft flatter- 
ing propofals of reinftating him in the 
ancient feat of government, and reftoring 
him to the dignity of his anceftors, if he 
would forfake his prefent friends, and 

afliime 
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afiume the reias of imperial authority aC 
Delhi. 

The fituation of this prince at Alle- 
habad, as a peniioner of the Engllfh, owing 
not only his prefent nominal dignity, but 
perhaps even his exiftence to their pro. 
ledion and fupport, however mortifying 
it might be to his pride, yet was certainly 
preferable to any advantage he could expert 
to derive from throwing himfelf upon the 
Mahrattas, who being the hereditary ene- 
mies of his family aijd religion, could 
not be fuppofed to feel any attachment to 
bis perfon; and in faft, only wanted to 
make him the tool of their own defigns.— • 
He was fenfible that his relinquiftiing the 
protection of the Englifh muft neceflarily 
be attended with the lofs of his annual 
ftipend, which was drawn from the re- 
venues of the Bengal Provinces ; as the 
ftate of circulation of fpecie in the em^* 
pire was not now by any means the fame 
as it had been, whilft the court and the 
capital flourifhed in the vigour of the 

Mogul 
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Mogul Government. — In forjner times, 
when the lower provinces ufed to yield a. 
regular tribute to the Emperors (which 
they have not done for above half a cen- 
tury paft) the greateft part of it was re- 
mitted by bills upon Delhi and Lahpre, 
for the payment of which fufficient funds 
were there fiipplied in the fale and con- 
fumption of the rich manufadures of Ben- 
gal; in fa£l, if it had not been fb, no 
tribute could ever have been remitted ; and 
when the depredations of Nadir Shah, and 
a variety of other circumftances, contri- 
buted, by impoverifhing the court, to ftop 
the vent for thefe commodities in this 

• 

quarter, the ftoppage of the tribute was a 
neceffary and inevitable confequence, in- 
dependent of any adlual defedion on the 
part of the Nabobs of Bengal ; as it was ut- 
terly impoffible that the fame, or indeed any 
confiderable fum, could ever be continued 
to be tranfmitted in cq/h^ftom a country of 
which gold and filver form no part of the 
natural produfts. — All thefe circumftances 
Shah Aulum muft have been well aware 

of, 
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of, and knew that the Englifh could not^ 
in common prudence, continue to tranf- 
mit to him, whilft at fb great a diftance, 
large fums in fpecie (the only mode of re- 
mittance now remaining,) which muft be 
at once a fatal drain to the countries from 
whence they were taken, andanafliftance to 
the Mahrattas, whofe views were avowedly 
inimical to all their allies. — He was how- 
ever induced, by the fuggeftions of a 
childifh vanity, and the idle hope of re- 
ftoring the Mogul empire to its former 
luftre, to leave Korah (a city in the neigh- 
bourhood of Allehabad, where he then re- 
fided) and, contrary to the advice of all 
his real friends and well-wifhers, proceed- 
ed to Delhi in the year 1770. 

On his arrival at the capital, the Mah- 
rattas enthroned him with the ufual ceremo- 
nies, (which, in fuch circumftances, could 
only be termed a mockery of royalty,) 
and caufed him to iffue inch firmans and 
grants as beft coincided with their views : 
and the Shah, as a reward for their pre- 
tended 
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teiided fidelity to his caufci tmd^ oVfer to 
them, by a formal inftrument, the provinces 
bf Kdrah 2tnd Allehdbdd, and alfd ev(iry 
territory to the eafl of Delhi without eX- 
cepition ; thus giving them an imreftrained 
commifiion to extend their ravages into aU 
the countries on each (ide J3f the Ganges* 

In order to underftand the defignS aild 
fubfeqtient operations of the Mahrattas^ 
it may be neccffary here to obferve that th« 
river Ganges, which forms the natural 
boundary of Rohilcund to the weft^ i$ 
fordable only within the compafs of that 
terifitory, and no where lower down^ fi^ 
that the province of Oude, which lies to the 
fouthward, is invulnerable to thofc ma-. 
rauders, excepting through the former 
country, as their numerous bodies of horfe 
have no fure means of advance and retreat 
but by the (hallows of the Ganges during 
the dry feafon ; their defultdry method of 
carrying on war not fuiting with the coto* 
flruaion of bridges, and other tedious and 
expenfive military works, (fuch as might . 

N give 
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give them a command of the paflage of 
unfordable rivers,) nor their mode of fight- 
ing calculated for the defence of them. 

i On taking a view of the extcnfive theatre 
of adtibn which now lay before them, 
the Mahratta commanders perceived that, 
as the diftrids of Korah and Allehabad 
were m fome meafure defended byacon- 
fiderable body of Britiflx troops lying, in 
that. neighbourhood, their mojft advifeable 
plan of operation would be to dired their 
firfl attacks againfl the territories of the 
Rohillas, fo as through them to find an 
iaroad to the dominions of Suja-al^Dowlah, 
where their principal views were direc- 
ted. 

Under colour, therefore, of the grants 

•which they had procured or exaded from 

the Emperor, when the feafon for adion 

'.arrived, the Mahrattas took the field *, 



• K * • «■ 



* Dec. 1 77 1. 

and 
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and fir ft turned - their ' arms- againft' TAhita 
Khaii, who held the poffcffions bequeathed; 
to him by his father, in the fame inde- 
pendent manner as the other Afgan chiefs; 
Zabita Khan, little prepared for fuch an? 
attack, threw himfclf with what forced 
he could mufter into the intrenchments 
which had formerly been conftru<9:ed bjP: 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah 2Lt Sooker-Tall^ ; the ener 
my, however, being, provided with fomo 
heavy artillery, prefled fo clofely upon 
him, that he was foon conftrained to eva* 
cuate his lines, and to make a precipitate 
retreat over the Ganges, * under cover of 
the night. The Mahrattas, two days after* 
paffed that river by the ford at Corrimbofs- 
gaut, in purfuit of him ; and followed 
him fo clofely that he fled towards the 
hills above Lolldong in the utmoft confter- 
nation, leaving his family and valuable 
efFe<fts at thct^lprt of Pattergurr or Nijeeb- 
abad, the capital of his territory beyond 
the Ganges, which the enemy prefently 

' ' ■ ■ < ■ ■ ■ .1. I, .. 11 WII H 

* Page 134. 
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attadud aQ(} carried without ditRculty. 
Here they fetsted Zabita Khau^s mother, his 
wives, two brothers, and four of his chil- 
dren, and fent them off to their camp oa 
the weft of the Ganges : they alfo pluD« 
dered this city, and all the furrounding 
towns and villages, with their ufual avidity ; 
atid with a favage ferocity, direded per** 
haps by religious prejudices mor^.than by 
a. wantojn fpirit of deiblation, deftroyed 
moft of the mofques afid other publick 
buildings, and in particular defaced the 
monument of Nijeeb*al-Dowlah, a piece 
of remarkably curious and coHly work- 
manfhip. 

The Rohilla chiefs, who appear on this 
occafion to have been totally unprepared 
for refiftance, were ftruck with terror at 
the unexpefted progrefs of. the Mahrattas ; 
and following the example of Zabita Khan, 
retired with their families and treafures 
into the forefts of Gungapore, where they 
ftrongly intrenched themfelves ; and con- 
tinued (hut up in that manner near four 
months : in the mean time, the Mahrattas 

ranged 
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ranged At pleafure throughout the whole 
country, plunder ing, btlrnkig trnd deftroy* 
ing all befofis them. 

Af length Suja-al-Dowlah, alarmed by 
the danger which threatened his domi- 
nions, advanced with fbme Englifli bafi« 
tallidns under the command of Rrigadier 
General Sir Robert Barker^ (then com-* 
mander in chief of fhe Bengal army,) to 
Shawb^d on the borders of h» territories ; 
and from hence Captain Harper (a gen- 
tlettian who for fome time commanded a 
corps in the province of Oudd, and whofe 
knowledge of the politicks of thefe coun* 
tries, was remarkably accurate and exten-* 
five) was deputed to the Rohilla chiefs, 
in order to open with tbem a negotiat4oni' 
with refpe£t to fuch meafures as might 
rend to the efFedlual expulfion of the Mah- 
rattas from their territories.— Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on this : gentleman*s approach, ven« 
tured out of his intrenchmentsi and pro- 
ceeded with him to the camp of Suja^al- 
Dbwiah, Avith whom he had an interview 

N 3 oii 
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on the banks of the Ramgunga. The par- 
ticalars of the conferempe are not related ; 
but the event of it was a treatv f of mutual 
defence and co-operation between the Ro- 
hillas and the SubacJar of Oude, and an 
engagement by Hafiz-Uahmut, on the part 
of the former fexpreffly comprehending 
in the obligation of it a/l the Sirdars of 
Rohilcund) to pay to Suja-al-Dowlah the 
Itim oi forty lacks of rupees, for his al^ 
fiftance in repelling the tommon enemy, 
and reftoring the feveral chiefs to their 
pofleflions, in whatever .jnanner this 
Alight be efFefted ; and of which Un lacks 
wel'e to be payable immediately, and the 
remainder by inftallnients + ; and there 
was a particulai: claufe in this agreement, 
that if the* Mahrattas (hould, on account 
of the latenefs of the feafon J<, retire for 

■ f ' ■ ' ■ ' lit " ■ I ■ - ■ »i 

* See Appendix, No. i, 

-)- See Appendix, No. 2. 

X This negotiation took place in June 1772.— -The 
rains generally commence in thefe northern countries, 
in the latter end of that month, or thie beginning of 
July, and end in Oftobcr ; but the great rivers arq 
uot fordable until December. ' "^ ' 
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the prefent, the force and meaning of it 
were to extend, in every refpeft, to the 
year enfuing. This* treaty, and agree- 
ment, in drder to give them greater vali- 
dity and efFeft in the minds of the con- 
trafting parties, were executed and fwora 
to in the prefence of the Britifti comman- 
der in chief, and counterfigned by him. 

" It is here neceffary to remark,"' fays 
the Rohilla hiftorian, *' that nothing ex- 
*' cept a weaknefs of judgement from his- 
*' advanced age, or a decree of unerring 
** providence hanging over him for his 
*' injuftice to the children of his friend, 
** could ever have led Hafiz Rahmut to 
" enter into this ra(h and impolitick treaty, 
** by which he threw the Afgans upon 
** the protedlion of aliens, and with his 
" own hand raftified the inftrument of his 
** future ruin." 

The feafon being (b far advanced, no- 
thing of material confequence occurred 
after this tranfa£lion, — The Mahrattas re- 

N 4 tired 



tired unmolefted to Delhi, and the Ror 
hillas returned to th^ir rcfpeftive homes, 
which, cfpecially in 4;he northern diftrifts, 
prefentec} them with fceiies of the rooft 
tjeplorable defolation. — Suja-ai-Dowla|.h re- 
turned to Fywbad, leaving ^ few troops 
Cantoned at Sandee for the remainder pf 
the feafoiu 

» ■ • t 

Soon after the retreat pf the Mahrattas, 
Buxy Sirddr Khan, having cont rafted a 
fever in fhe Gungapore woods, died at a 
very advanced age ; and the following cha- 
fjiQer of him (literally taken from the 
priginal) may not, perhaps, be unaccept- 
able to our readers :— ** For nuiety for- 
*• tunate years Sirdar Khan lived in this 
f* vale of wretchednefs and forrow: — he 
*^ was an holy and religious perfon :■— 
*^,from the day of mature difcernment 
** to the laft afpiration of mortal exlftence,. 
^^ he was daily feen in the congregations 
" of the mofqqes, and in the aflemblies 
*^ of the pious: ho was a man juft in his 
** ^fentiments, and- upright in bis deal- 

** ings; 



^' ings : he was not, like others of his 
^* tribe, a violator of the ties of friend* 
^* (hip, or an oppreffor of the helplefaj 
*^ and excepting the due returns of th« 
f ^ revenue, he took not from the indigent 
f* labourer, or the ufeful tiller of the 
*^ ground, a (ingle exa£lioiK-— He retained 
^^ his faculties to the laft moment of his 
f* life ; and previous to the final departure 
f* of that immortal fpark which connedls 
*f the human with the divine cxiflence, 
** whilft his reafon was yet alive to the 
^* concerns of this tranfitory ftate, he 
!' made an equitable diAribution of the 
•* bleffings he enjoyed from providence a*- 
•' mong his heirs," &c. 

Ahmed Khan and Meer Mahufltimed 
Khan, the Buxy's two eldeft fons, quar- 
relling concerning the divifion of their fa- 
ther's country, raifed x difturbance which 
tended greatly to inflame fome difcords 
already prevailing in Rohilcund. 
« 

Ahmed jOiau^ . being the idnior, ap- 
pealed 
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pealed to Hafiz Rahmut, who decided in 
his favour ; upon which Meer Mabum- 
mcd raifed troops, and attempted to poflefs 
himfelf of the diftri£t of Ahrat (which 
had been a part of his father's aflumed 
eftates) by force : but Futtee-Khan Khan- 
i^man met him on the banks of the Soot 
Nulla^ totally routed the infurgents, and 
took Mahummed prifoner. 

This infurreftion was not yet quelled, 
when another of a more capital and dan- 
gerous nature arofe ; and Hafiz Rahmut, 
who had unjuftly 'ufurped the rights of 
thofe childreA whom his friend had com- 
mitted to his guardianfhip and protedtion, 
was doomed to fee his own fon rife up in 
rebellion againft him, 

En^it Khan, the eldeft fbn of Hafiz 
Rahmut, had always exhibited marks of a 
quarrelfome and turbulent difpofition ; and 
now, on fome trifling difference with his 
father, raifed a body of three thoufand of 
hilB friends and followers, and furpriling 

the 



1 
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the fort of Barellee, (hut the gates agaiaft 
him, declaring his refolutiou to hold that 
diftrift in future as his own. Hafiz Rah- : 
ITiut, aware that ufing open force againft 
his fon might raife difturbances deftrucw 
tive to Barellee and the neighbouring coua- 
try^ retired to Peeleabete, from whence 
he wrote to all the other chiefs requiring: 
their affiftance to cruflx this rebellion. Oa . 

• 

the troops being collected in confequencc 
of this fummons, the wily chief, in order 
to draw his fon from Barellee, had re- 
courfe to a ftratagem perfeftly confifteQt 
with the duplicity of his charafter; cau-" 
fing a grant to be drawn out, in the name 
qf Enait Khan, of the diftridt of Selim- 
pore, which he fent to him with a letter. 
■ ** afluring him of his forgivcnef^ ;. 
" taking blame to himfelf for a deficiency 
*^ of parental indulgence, and defiring him 
*' to go and take poffeffion of the abovc^ 
*f lands, which he hoped would be coq« 
*^ fidered by liim as fufficient prefcnt pro- 
".vifion; and' promifing to reward his 
JJ obedience in the ampleft manner/* This 

, artifice 
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artifice was attended with the defired ef- 

r 

ftCt. In a few days Enalt Khatl and bis 
followers left Barcllee, intending to pro- 
ceed to Selinapore. Hafiz Rahmut imme- 
diately detached a fckft body of troops 

in order to feite his fon, which after d 

_^ • 

flight lkirmi(h was effefted. When the un- 
fortunate and mifguided youth was taken ^ 
his father declared his refolntion to put 
hinn to deaths but wad per fuaded to adopt 
the fcarce more lenient meafure of banish- 
ing him out of Rohilcund^ without any 
means of fubfiftence.-^Eniit Khan, thus 
left deftitute, went to Suja-al-^DowIah, and 
after remaining at Fyzabad near twelve 
months, being reduced to extreme want, 
returned in defpair to Rohilcund. His fa- 
ther pofitively refufed him admittance 
into Barellee, and he returned to a neigh- 
bouring village, where he fhortly after 
died of a broken hearty amidfl all the mi* 
lery of too late repentance and unavailing 
remorfe ; — thus," fays the Rohilla narra- 
tor, ** was the parental imprecation aniply 
^^ falfilled ia him ; Hafiz Rahmut, three 
I ** different 
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•• different times during his rebellion, 
** having gone to the Mofque and prayed 
" aloud, faying, Cauji the cup of his Itfe^ 
** O God I to overflow whilji yet in his youths 
** fo that no fruit may ever fpring from that 
** inaufpicious branch ; and never let me he 
** is^pofed to the Jhami of again beholding 
" bis facer 

■% * 

In addition to this, and (imilar dome(^ 

.' . ' 

tick difturbancfis, ths defeftion of Zabita 
ivhan contributed not a little to weaken 
the power of the Afgans at this period,-— 
His family having been carried ofF from 
Pattergurr, as already related, he ap- 
plied to Suja-al-Dowlah, intreating him 
to intercede with Mahda Jee Sindhea, the 
Mahratta commander, for their rcleafe^— 
Suja^aUDowlah accordingly directed his 
minifter, Elitch Khan, who was then at 
Delhi, to make the prpper applications 
upon this fubjed, and the requeft was 
granted on qonditioo that Zabita Khan 
ihould cpipe over to th« Mfthrattas, which 

- -he 



1^4 HI8TORYOF THE 

he accordingly did, in Auguft, A, D# 

Mahda Jqe Sindhea, foon after this, pro- 
ceeded to Poena by the route of Jeyna- 
gfir, being called thither by fome late 
difputes between Mahda Row Nirraen, the 
Peifliwa, and his uncle, Ragonet Row, 
which were likely to occafion difturbances 
in the Decari. — He left the command of 
the army to the Mahratta generals. Toko 
Jee Holcar, and Beyfa Jce Pundit, who, 
as the feafon fit for a^flion approached, de- 
termined to march once more into Rohil- 
cand. 

The Mahrattas, on firfl: taking the field, 
in November, 1772, as the Ganges was 
not yet fordable, moved fome way down 
the Dodbj with an apparent vijsw of com- 
mencing their operations in that country : 
but, underftanding that they were likely 
to meet with effectual oppofition, upon 
their fpies bringing them intelligence that 
the Ganges had become fordable, they fud- 

denly 
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denly turned, aad diredted their route to 
Ramghaut. 

From hence the Mahratta commanders 
(merely as a pretext for their future pro- 
ceedings) fent letters to the Rohilla chiefs, 
demanding payment of the bonds for fifty 
lacks of rupees, which they had fome 
years ago given to Sefdar Jung*, and: 
which had been transfei;red by him to 
Mulhar Row* 

The chiefs, inftead of returning any .ex- 
plicit anfwer to thefe requifitions, aff^m- 
bled their forces at a place about fifteeu 
miles diftant from Ramghaut, and from 
theuce detached a chofen body under the 
commandof Ahmed Khan, (who had fuc- 
ceeded Sirdar Khan in the office of Buxy) 
with direiSlions to guard the ford at Raixi^ 
ghaut, and to feize all the boats on that 
part of the river. 

The Buxy accordingly marched, but in- 

ftead of following his inftrudions, by 

^*^^*'**^— — — — ^— — '—^—^^^■■*—^—— —————— I > 

* Page 113* 
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which he would, at all events, have con- 
ftrained the enemy to feek a paflage much 
higher up, contented himfelf with throw- 
ing a part of his forces into a fmall fort 
which commanded the road from the 
ghaut, or ford, into the country, but was 
not fo fituatcd as to defend the paflage over 
the river. Whatever other meafures he 
might have intended to purfue, it would 
appear that he did not adopt them with 
fufficient celerity; as Holcar found means 
to efFedt a paflage for his army early the 
next morning, his cavalry fording at the 
ufual place, and his infantry and rocket- 
men being tranfported in boats (many of 
which they found at hand, notwithftand- 
ing the injunflions given to the Buxy) a 
little lower down : — and the next day he 
attacked the Buxy in the fort, and foou 
obliged him to furrender, and give up all 

his artillery and ammunition. From 

hence the victorious marauders proceeded 
to Sumbull, and plundered all the country 

between that city and Moradabad ; — but 
they were not long unoppofcd. 

It 
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' It has been already laid, that the tinfoN- 
tunate and impotent Emperor^ Shah Au* 

lum, on deferting his protedtors, and un« 
dertaking his romantick expedition to Del- 
hi, thereby throwing himfelf into the 
power of the Mahrattas, was compelled 
to grant: firmans^ making over to them* 
the provinces of Korafa and Allehabad *• 
—Some of their motions, before they pro- 
ceeded to Rohilcund, having indicated an 
intention on their part to take poiTcffion of 
thefe territories, it was judged exp^dfient 
by the Briti(h government to march a body 
of troops that Way, to be at hand> topro- 
teft them, if neceffary ; — our ally, the Vi- 
zier, being greatly apprehenfive of the 
confequences, (hould the Mahrattas be 
permitted to eftablifh thejnfelves fo very 
near to him. Accordingly^ the firft bri- 
gade of the Englifh army, then ftationed 
at Dinapore, took the field in the begin- 
ning of A* D. 1773, under the command 
of Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker, 
and marched into the province of Owde, 
from whence a detachment wais fent to 

O garfifon 

* Page 171, 
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garrifon the fort of AUehabad, and auother 
taoccupy the lines at Cawnpore, in ordeir- 
to fecurc the paflage of the Ganges, fhould' 
there be occafion to crofs that river, for 
the. parpofe of covering thofe countries 
which weie apprehended to be the objedt of 
the ; Mahrattas' defigns. As foon^ how- 
ever,, as intelligence was received of the 
Mahrattas having marched to Ramghauty 
with a view to renew their attacks upon 
Rohiknndy the combined armies of the 
EngUfh and Suja^al-Dowlah^ advanced to- 
wards that country by rapid marches, and 
arrived at Shawbad at the period when 
Toko Jee croffed the Gan^, and defeated 
the-Rohillas under the Buxy, as before 
mentioned. 

The Englifli, immediately after this af- 
i'aif^^^froceeded to Ramghaut, and had 
nearly furprifed a body of four thoufand 
Mahratta horfe whilft fording the Gan- 
ges at the Ghaut of Gurrickpore, about 
five miles below that place, in order to re- 
inforce their friends on that fide : the 

"• greateft 
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greateft part of them was in the middle of 
the river, when the Britifh army came in 
fight, upon which they fuddenly returned, 
and marched up the weftern bank, towards 
Ramghaut, (where Beyfa Jee was en* 
camped with part of the Mahratta army 
and all their artillery and heavy baggage) 
whilft the Britifh and Vizier's troops con- 
tinued their route along the oppofite fhore, 
until they arrived at Affidpore, within 
fight of Beyfa Jce's encampment. — Here 
the Mahrattas commenced a cannonade 
againfi: the Englifh; but this was foon 
anfwered by the latter with fuch tffhO: as 
prefently filenced their artillery, and 
obliged their whole army to change their 
ground with fome precipitation. 

The conduct of Hafiz Hahmut and the 
other Rohilla chiefs, during thefe tranf- 
afbions, had exhibited great duplicity ; . in 
fomuch that the Britifh general was not 
without apprehenfion of fome coUufion be- 
tween them and the Mahrattas ; and thefe 
fufpicions were increafed by their fo long 

O 2 delaying 
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delaying to join hitn with their forces.— 
The truth was, that Hafiz Rahmut, un- 
willing, however able he might be, to take 
\3p0n himfelf the entire fulfilment of the 
engagement which he had entered into 
with Suja-al-Dowlah the preceding year, 
was dcfirous, if he could not altogether 
evade it, at all events to bear as little as 
poffible of the burden; and he had al- 
ready applied to the other chiefs, endea- 
vouring to convince them of the neceffity 
of their affifting him in the difcharge of 
the obligation which had been agreed to by 
him for their comnibn benefit. His re- 
monftrances, however, were attended with 
no efFeft : fome declared that he had no 
right to bind them to fuch a condition,—- 
whilft the majority ridiculed the idea of any 
treaty whatever being held obligatory upon 
thecontradling parties, where it could either 
be infringed with benefit, or broken with- 
out danger. — -Many, indeed, were not al- 
together without a fufpicion that if Hafiz 
Rahmut fhould obtain their fubfidies in 
this behalf, he. would convert the money 

to 






to his own ufe, and ftUl endeavouf to 
break his contraft with the Vizier, fo tbSt 
they would remain as liable to be involved 
in a quarrel with that power on this ac- 
count as ever ; and they unanimoufly ad- 
vifed Hafiz Rahmut, in cafe he (hould be 
again prefled by the Vizier on this fubjeiS:, 
to protract the final adjuftment of it on va- 
rious pretences, to amufe him with delu- 
five hopes, and to trufk to future events to 
extricate him, without expence, from his 
obligation. — Hafiz did, in efFeft, adopt 
this laft plan, which was much more con- 
fonant to his own ideas of political ma- 
nagement than any other ; and determined, 
in cafe the Mahrattas (hould attempt a fe- 
cond irruption into Rohilcund, to avoid 
foliciting the aid of his former proteftors, 
an interview With whom would inevitably 
lead to demands which he was now re- 
folved not to comply with ; nor was he 
without hopes of being able (for he had 
now complete warning of the enemy's de- 
(igns) to defend the paiTages of th^ Qanges 
with the Rohilla foric^^ alone. ItffSiS with 

O 3 " this 
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'this view that, on the approach of the 
Mahfattas' towards Ram^haut, he detached 
tho BiiXf to guard the fords as already 
^ mentioned ; and had that officer done hi? 
-^4ttty^ it is probable that Hafiz might not 
■ have been difappointed in his expeftations, 
an4 that the Mahrattas might have met 
with in efFedual check, without any im- 
mediate neceffity of calling upon the VU 
zier for his affiftance. The mifmanage-r 
ment or treachery of the Buxy, however, 
ppening a way for the invaders, fuggefted 
another idea to him, by which he might 
' at once avoid their violence, and fecure 
himfelf againft any difagreeable confe- 
quences from his non-compliance with the 
Vizier's demands. — This was no lefs than 
to enter into a confederacy with the Mah- 
rattas themfelves ! — by which they were 
to obtain, under certain reftriftipns, a per- 
manent fettlement in the country, oh en- 
gaging to defend the Rohillas againft ** all 
^* their enemies ;'* — and he actually em- 
ployed cmiffaries privately to negotiate this 
defperate propofal with the Maliratta com- 
• • manders:- 



manders :— ^but all his fchemeS'/vrere fruf- 
trated by the rapid and unwifhed^for ad- 
vance of the allied army, and Hafiz Rah- 
mut found himfelf, by his own crooked 
and temporizing policy, entangled ina la- 
byrinth of perplexity and diftrc6> '^ Yet, 
even at this time, when the enemy, jrot- 
withftanding his fecret overtures to them, 
were plundering and laying wafte all the 
more defencelefs parts of the country, he 
endeavoured to procraftinate his junftioa 
with Suja-al-Dowiah as long as poffible : 
—at length, finding that the allies had al- 
ready advanced into the heart of the Ro- 
hilla territories, and underftanding th'at 
they were fully aware of his treacherous 
proceedings, and had even refolved to at- 
tack him, ihould he confirm the fufpicions 
his condu6t had excited by any longer de- 
lay, he colledled his forces,- and joined 
Suja«al*Dowlah the next day after the^can- 
nonade between the Englifli ' and ' Bey 

Jee *• Some days after that event^f ^s th 
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M^hratU army was now divided, part of 
it being iUll at SumbuU in Rohilcund un- 
der Toko Jee, and the remainder under 
Beyfa Jee, to the weftward of the Ganges, 
it^was determined to attack them in both 

OParters at the fame time. 'With this 

view the Briti(h troops forded the river at 
Ramghaut, whilft SuJa-al-Dowlah and 
Hafi^ Rahmut prepared to advance with 
. their united forces againft Toko Jee» 
JJeyfa Jee, when he heard of the approach 
of the brigade, decamped in the utmoft 
hurry and confufion, and went off to the 
diftance of forty miles in a (ingle march. 
From fome fufpicions which Suja-al-Dow*- 
lah ftill entertained of Hafiz Rahmut, the 
other part of the concerted operation was 
not executed by him;— but the Englifli, 
recroffing the Ganges the next day after 
the flight of Beyfa Jee, proceeded towards 
SumbuU; upon which Toko Jee retreated 
to Foot, a town upon, the Ganges, about 
fifty miles above Ramghaut, and croffed 
the river at that place on a bridge of boats, 

wbieU he afterwards dcftroyed. The 

Mahratta 
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Mahratta army made fome movements 
which indicated an intention of again cro& 
fing into Rohilcund at Corrimbofsghaut, a 
confiderable diftance higher up the river ; 
but thebrigade, advancing by rapid marches 
to that place, prevented them, whilft the 
Vizier with his troops guarded all the fords 
at Ramghaut and the neighbourhood ; and 
as the hot feafon approached, and the 
Ganges began to be fwelled by the meking 
of the fnows on the northern mountains, 
they were conftrained for the prefent to 
relinquifh all thoughts of renewing their^ 
depredations to the eaftward, and retired 
to £tawa. 

The Robilla country being thus entirely 
freed from the Mahrattas, Suja*>alrDowlah 
tegan to prefs Hafiz Rahmut upon the 
forty lacks, due by his engagement, of 
which he (the Vizier) had agreed to make 
over a moiety to the En^lifh (over and 
above the flipulated monthly fubfidy) as t 
coniideration for their, affiflance ; and he 
W9$ fupported in his re(][uiixtion by the 

Britifh 
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Britxfb commander in chief, who having 
jxER£ktd at the origtaal negociation, and 
given the treaty the fanftion of his coun- 
tdr-fignature, had a right to infift on the 
punftual obfervance of it. — ^^They could 
not, however, get any thing more from 
Hafiz than general profeflTions, and ac- 
nowiedgments of the juftice of the debt, 
with excufcsof the inability of the Rohil- 
las todlfcharge it, or any part of it, ^t pre- 
lent, owing to the defolated ftate of their 
territories. The Vizier would wUiiiagly 
have taken occafion, from hence, to ap- 
propriate the country of Hafiz Rahmut iti 
lieu/)f the debt ; a ftep in which he would 
certainly have been fully juftified by the 
Rohillas^ treacherous breach of faith in 
this as well as in other particulars ; — and 
lie held forth fome very advantageous offers 
^hovit this time to the Britifh government 
(through the commander in chief) for 
their affiftance in the profecution of a de- 
fign he had formed to this purpofe :— but 
as the Mahrattas were Aill in great force 
in the l).o4^f and might probably endea- 
vour 
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vour to poffefs thehifelves of the prbviii* 
ces of Korah and Allehabad (which were^ 
the original objefts of proteaiott) whilft 
Suja-al-Dowlah and his allies Ihbiild be en- 
gaged in this bufinefs, it was judged pru- 
dent to decline entering upon it ; and it 
was thought at any rate moft expedient, 
both in juftice and in policy, * to give the 
RohiUas full time, that they nnight have 
a fair opportunity to fulfil their obligations 
before any meafures Ihould be adopted to 
ipompel them. 

In the mean time, as the feafon was al- 
ready very far advanced, and the country 
was reftored to perfeft tranquillity, the 
Britifh and Vizier's troops returned intb 
the province of Owde, and the former 
were ftationed in cantonments at Sultan- 
pore upon the Gumty (a^ river which runs 



* Perhaps a want of money ^od deficiency of. pp>- 
lltical fyftem were more cogent reafons than any other 
for relin<iuiihing this undertaking at the prefent pe- 
riod. ^ '' ' * ' --^ ^^^ ^ ■'■ 

■ • * 
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through the province of Owde, waihing 
Lucknow in its courfe) to fcrve as a check 
upon the future defigns of the Mahrattas. 

What farther views thefe marauders 
might have entertained is not pofitively 
known ; but, happily for the peace of thofe 
provinces, which had for five years groaned 
under their wafteful depredations, the 
v^hole were about this period fuddenly 
called off by the troubles at Poona^ 
where Ragonet Row had put to death the 
Peiftiwa, his nephew, fucceeded him in his 
office, and had been afterwards depofed by 
the faftion of Sindhea and other chiefs ; fo 
that the affairs of their government were 
thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
their country threatened with a civil war; 
which rendered the prefence of Toko Jee 
Holcar and his army abfolutely neceffary 
at Poona, in order to give a decided weight 
in favour of the new adminiftration.— - 
They accordingly called in all their detach- 
ments, and withdrawing the whole of 
their forces from the Do^b, excepting a 

I ' fmall 



fmall hody which was ftationed at Etawa, 
went off to their own dominions, without 
leaving any cftablifliment to retain poflef* 
fion or coHeft the revenues of the diftri£ts 
they had lately overrun in the northern 

part of that territory. Ahmed Khan 

Buxy (who had furrendered to Toko Jee 
Holcar at Ramghaut) * was at this period 
releafed by the Mahratta commander, who 
prefcnted him with an elephant and palcn- 
kin, and difmiffed him with fuch tokens 
of cordiality and refpeft as raif^d a fufpi- 
cion (perhaps not ill founded) of fbme col- 
lufive management in the affair of Ram« 
ghaut, where the Buxy had exhibited fuch 
a glaring deficiency in the profecution of 
thofe meafures which were ncceflary for 
the repulfc of the enemy. 

In faft, the chara(fleriftick treachery of 
the Rohillas, and their continually endea« 
vouring to circumvent or overturn each 
other, was ruinous to the caufe on every 
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occafion which required exertion and u- 
nanimity, and feemed to increafe with the 
iiicreafe of their misfortunes, fo as at once 
to excite the refentment of their ailieSt and 
render them incapable of oppoling its ef- 
fedls. — ^Thls fpirit> fo detrimental to their 
^ welfare, and fo ruinous to them in its 
•ultimate confequences, appears in every 
anecdote refpecfting the internal adminifbra"* 
tion of their government; and a moil 
ftriking inftance of it was at this time ma* 
nifefted, In the treatment of Sydoola 
Khan's Begum, and of Mahummed-Y4r 
Khan, the fourth fon of Allee Mahum- 
med^ and now, excepting Fyz.oola-Khan, 
the only furvivor. It has already been 
obferved that the guardians, on making a 
final partition of the province of Kuttaher 
among thcmfelVes, in detriment to thofe 
who, although they pofleffed no legal l\\\t^ 
were neverthelefs, as the children of Allee 
Mahummed, the natural heirs to his ufur- 
patlons, had provided for the fubfiftence 
of Sydoola Khan, by a penfion '*, for the 

* page 121. 

payment 
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payitftfftt ^f which funds were eftablifhed 
by eaCh-'of^the four principal chiefs grant- 
ing afSgnfenents (to the amount fpecified 
in the ag^emeht) upon that portion of 
the territory which fell to his fliare in the 
aforefaid general partition.— Thefe affign* 
ments wer^ made over to the Buxy^ wh&^ 
was authorized, from the nature of his of-^' 
fice, to colle(9: the money and apply it to 
the intended purpofe. 

On the deceafe of Sydoola Khan, a pen- 
fion of three lacks of rupees per annum 
was continued^ in like manner, to the 
Begum his widow :— this, however, was 
very irregularly paid ; and the late incur- ' 
fions of the Mahrattas having defolatcd 
RoKilcund in many places, furnifhed a 
pretext for withholding it altogether.— 
On the Mahrattas withdrawing into their 
own country, the Begum, Ihortly after 
the Buxy's releafe, feized the opportunity 
of the chiefs being ft ill together in the 
field, to lay before them a reprefentatiou 
of her claims, and the diftrefs under which 

(he 
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file laboured, and rntreated the difcharge 
• of the arrears due upon her penfion : at 
the fame time Mahummed-Ydr Khan 
made loud complaints of the injurious and 
cruel negleft he fuftained, and of the mi* 
fery to which he was reduced from the 
total want of a maintenance. — Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on their applying to him, with his 
\ifual duplicity referred them to the Buxy^ 
as the perfon who was refponfible for the 
liquidation of all publick demands : the 
Buxy, however, denied in the ftrongeft 
terms his obligation to continue the pay- 
ment of the Begum^s penfion, unlefs he 
fhould be enabled to do fo by the feveral 
chiefs granting frefh affignments upon 
thofe parts of their country which, not 
having fuffered from the late invafions, 
were now in a produftive ftate : the fons 
and co-heirs of Doondy Khan, on being 
folicited in this behalf, at once rejefled the 
appeal, declaring their father's agreement 
to contribute to the fupport of Allee Ma- 
hummed*s family in no wife binding upon 
them.— .At length, after much fruitlcfs 

negotiation, 
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negotiation, Hafiz, in order to put an end 
to the matter for the prefent, privately 
fent a meffage by a confidential fervant to 
the Buxy^ advifing him to give written 
obligations to the Begum and to Mahum- 
med-Ydr Khar, as well for the arrears due 
to the former, as for the payment of a re- 
gular annuity to the latter; adding 
" that when the Rohilla arnjy fhould be 
" di{banded, and the people feparated to 
^* thieir feveral places of abode, he could 
" then, without danger of any popular 
** infurre£lion in favour of the parties, 
** confult his own convenience with re- 
^* fpeft to the fulfilment of them :" — This 
infidious advice the Buxy ftridly conform- 
ed to, and prevailed upon Mahummed-Yar 
and the Begum to accept thofe frail tefti- 
nxonials of their rights ; but never after- 
wards paid them a fingle rupee ; and even 
wrefted from the former a fmall farm, pro- 
ducing about feven thoufand rupees per 
annum, which had been fettled upon him 
by Buxy Sirddr Khan. 

P Soon 
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Soon after the Mahrattas had evacuated 

■ 

Rohilcund, Futteh-Khan Khanfaman was 
feized with a palfy in his left fide, of which 
he died in a few weeks. — He left fix fons, 
of whom the two eldeft, Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan, fhared his territory be- 
tween them, the diftrids of Owlah and 
Its dependances falling to the former, and 
thofe of Budavon and Owfte to the latter^ 
—Scarcely were the fons of Futteh Khan 
inflated in their inheritance, when, ac- 
cording to the ufual mode of proceeding 
aniong the Rohillas, each endeavoured to 
fubvert the other, and to eftablifli him- 
felf in fole poflefllon of his father's lands 
and eftates. In this Ahmed Khan, who was 
by much the abler politician, fucceeded. — 
This feud between the brothers firft broke 
out in confequence of an effort, on the part 
of Azeem Khan, to retain in his ovi^n 
hands the whole of the elephants, artillery^ 
and camp equipage, of his father, which 
were ftationed at Owfte at the period of 
his deceafe. — Upon this being compro- 
mifed through the mediation of Hafiz 

Rahmut, 
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Rahmut, who compelled AsteeHl Khan td 
deliver up a moiety of the artillery an4 
ftores to Ahmed Khan, the latter affeded 
to treat his brother with the utmoft con* 
fidence and cordiality ; and having by this 
means thrown him off his guard, fuddenly 
marched to Owfte with a few refolutd 
followers, and there feizing on all the 
treafures and efFcfts which had been left 
in that place by the deceafed, acquired, by 
this rpanoeuvre, fuch a decided fuperiority, 
as conftrained Azeem Khan to relinquifti 
the whole of his inheritance, and to fly fof 
fafety tp Peeleabete, where Hafiz Rahmut 
gave him protcflion, but could not, ot 
would not, procure him any redrefs ; and 
even acceded to Ahmed Khan fucceeding 
his father in the office of Khdtifaman, 

The death of Futteh Khati left Hafiz 
Rahmut the only remaining perfon o( 
thefe into whofe hands Allee Mahummed 
had committed the management of the Ro* 
hilla government for hig children, and iii 
him the. oftenfible power tff the ftate now 

Pa became 
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became veftcd, as Fyzoola Khan and his 
brother had never been admitted to any. 
efficient participation of it. — ^Hafiz Rah- 
mut, notwithftanding his very advanced 
age, ftill perhaps poffeffed fpirit and abi- 
lities fufficient to have enabled him to bear 
with fuccefs the great weight thus throwi^ 
upon his fhoulders, had any tolerable de- 
gree of harmony fubfifted among the other 
leading members of the community ; but 
that unanimity which alone could render 
them formidable now no longer prevailed 
among th^m ; the authority of Hafiz, as 
** chief guardian of the ftate/' was flight- 
ed by fome, and openly renounced by 
others ; they regarded the fuperiority he 
affumed with envy ; and the manner of his 
attaining that pre-eminence had rendered 
him particularly obnoxious to the fons of 
Allee Mahummed and their party ; fo that 
he found himfelf tottering on the pinnacle 
of an ufurped authority, without the fup- 
port of a fingle friend in whom he could 
venture to confide. 

^'. ■ 
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In addition to a total defeft in mutual 
alliance and general co-operation, many 
other circumftances coneurred to weaken 
the power of the Afgan indepcndances 
in the northern provinces at this period.— 
^Tabita Khan had been drawn ofF from their 
intereft, as already related ; and the death 
of Ahmed Khan Bungifli left the princi- 
pality of Ferrochabad in the hands of his 
fon MuzzifFer Jung, a weak and ignorant 
young man, who, {o far from being able 
to add force or ftability to any union which 
might have been entered into by them for 
their general defence, had it not in his 
power to fupport himfelf ; and was con- 
ftrained, the year before, tohaverecourfeto 
Suja-al-Dowlah for his aid to proteft his city 
from the attempts of a petty detachment of 
Mahrattas: — add to this, thatiuRohilcund, 
the feeds of contention, which had been 
fown in the original formation of the go- 
vernment, had long fince fprung up : a 
mutual jealoufy and avowed animofity, 
which had efFeftually eftrangcd the diffe- 
rent leaders from each other, induced every 

P ^ man 
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man, in the prefent unfettle4 ftate of affairs, 
to afpire at a feparate independence utterly, 
inconfiftent with their political confe- 
quence as a coll^ftive body ; and the total 
relaxation or fufpenfion of the pen^l laws, 
attendant upon fuch a ftate of anarchy^ 
could nQt fail of producing the pioft mif- 
ghievous effects, ^mong ft peopje. naturally 
of a fierce and untoward temper, an4 
poffefled of a difpofition fq addicted to 
violence and rapine, zs would at any time 
have required the fevereft exertions of juf-- 
tice to reftrain it \yithin boui^ds. The 
Hindoo farmers, an^' othey original inha- 
bitants of the country, groaned under the 
worft fpecies of military Yaffalag? ; whi^ft 
the upftart Muffulman deipots who held 
them in fubjeftion, were, by their perpe* 
tual feuds, difahled, as we have feen, frorn 
affording them the fmalleft proteftlon 2,-t 
gainft armies of barbarous rpar^uders, who 
every year fpread their devaftations among 
them, almofl without refiftance. — The 
haughty and turbulent fpirit of the Afgans 
poi^ld not long fubmit to that ftrift coiir 

troul 
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troul which was neceflary to preferve any 
tolerable degree of regularity or fubor- 
dination in a government compofed of fb 

many independent members: confe* 

quently orders were no longer heard or 
obeyed ; — the adminiftration of juftice, — 
the colledlion of revenue, — and the inter- 
courfe of commerce, were all at a ftand ; 
— the roads were infefted with bands of 
armed ruffians ; and every enormity had 
grown to fuch a height as was not likely 
to yield to any remedy which, in the pre- 
feiit ftate of things, could poffibly be ap- 
plied* 

Such was the ftate of the Afgan powers 
in thefc countries a few months before 
the commencement of the celebrated 
" Rohilla fVarr 

Suja-al-Dowlah had, in his correlpoii- 
dence with the Englifh government, re- 
peatedly expreflfed an* earneft defire to have 
an interview with Mr. Haftings, then go- 
vernor of Bengal; — and many points of 

P 4 tlie 
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the utmoft confequence haying occurred 
in the courfe of his intimate connecr 
tion with the Britifli, the adjuftment 
of which could not any way be fo well 
effefted as by a petfonal conference, the 
council at Calcutta were of opinion,, 
that a meeting between their Prefident an4 
the yizier at this feafon would be pro- 
dudlive of great benefit to the affairs of the 
Company : Mr. Haftings wa§ accordingly 
provided by them with efpecial powers of 
negotiation, and arrjived at Benare? in the 
month of Auguft, A, D, 1773. 

It niay be recolleded that Suja-al-DoWr 
lah, at the clofe of the laft campaign a- 
gainft the Mahrattas, in confequence of 
Hafiz Rahmut's apparent treachery,, and 
breach of his engagements, had conceived 
an idea of feizing upon the Rohilla coun- 
try, and had even made propofals to the 
Britifh commander in chief for the affifl- 

* ■ ■ 

ance of the Englifh troops in the imme- 
diate execution of this defign. His pror 
pofals were, at that time, for many pru- 
dential and political reafons, rejected : 

thefe 
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thefe reafons, however, now no longer 
exifted;— thp Mahrattas, whofe prefeacc 
had formed the grand obftacle to the ua^ 
idertaking,. had gone off, and were now 
iplely occTupied in fettling the internal 
^iflenfions of their own country; and 
rnany nionths had pafTed, within which 
the Rohillas, if fo difpofed, could with 
eafe have difcharged the ftipulated fubfidy 
ib juftly due to the Vizier and his AUics^ 
for having twice cleared their country of 
^n epemy ; but, inftead of fo doing, they 
had anfwered to the repeated importunities 
of the Vizier on this fubjeft, by a reite- 
ration of fubterfuges, delays, and excq^fes^ 
which plainly indicated an intention on 
their part pf never difcharging the obli- 
gation. I 

In cottfequence of this ftate of thing^^ 
fhe Vizier, in his conference with Mr. 
Haftings at Benares, propofed that the 
Pritifli government ihould afiifl: him with 
71, brigade of the Company's forces^ tO' 
enable hini to effed the complete fabju^** 

tion 
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tion of Rohilcund ; and agreed to pay a 
]XK>nthly fubfidy of two lacks and ten 
thoufand rupees, for the fubfiftence of thefc 
troops, and to prefcnt the Company with 
a gratuity of forty lacks of rupees, on the 
final performance of this fervice ; and the 
plan of the expedition was projedled, and, 
with the ultimate approbation of the coun- 
cil in Calcutta, determined to be under- 
taken as foon as the feafon fit for a£):ion 
ihould conamence, in the event of the 
Rd:^illas not difcharging their obligations 
in the interim. — Almoft immediately after, 
however, the Vizier, on a revievv of the 
ueceffary fteps preparatory to this impor- 
tant undertaking, began to be apprehen- 
fivc that the period which he had fixed for 
its commencement, would fcarcely allow 
him time to fettle a variety of concerns, 
the previous adjuftment of which was 
indifpenfably requifite to its ultimate fuc- 
cefs, and which his eagernefs for the 
attainment of his grand objedl had caufed 
him to negleft or overlook at the time of 
hi? propofing it ; neither was he without 

fearsj 



HOHILI-A AFGANS. 2t^ 

fears that, if he (hould meet with any unex^- 
pefted difficulty in the profecution of thofe 
preparatory meafures, he might, by that 
circumftance, be rendered incapable of ful- 
filling his agreement with rcfpeft to the 
promifed fubfidy, in addition to the many 
pecuniary obligations which he already 
lay under to the Company. He therefore 
fuddenly refcinded his propofals refpe£ling 
the fubjugation of Rohilcund, exprefling 
his wifh that £his matter (hould (without 
being abfolutely relinquifhed) remain ia 
Jufpence^ the ultimate execution of it to 
depend upon the fortunate coincidence of ^ 
future occurrences* 

Soon after, Mr. Haftings, having adjufted 
the publick bufinefs with the Vizier, (the 
particulars of which are foreign to our 
fubje£l) returned to Calcutta, and the Vi- 
zier to Fyzabad; from whence the latter pro- 
ceeded without delay to the profecution of 
thofe meafures by the fuccefs of which 
}iis rcfolution with reiped to the Ro« 

hilcund 
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hiknod expedition w:afe to be evet>fti»Uy de- 
termincd. 

His firft object was the fecurity of the 
dtftrlfts of Korah and Allehabad^ atid the 
eflabtifhment of iuch a line of defence on 
their northern frontier, from the Jumna^ to 
the Ganges^ as would fecure him ki! the 
undifturbcd poflfeffioix of them.--*-Thefc 
countries had beeil guaranteed to the impCK 
ttent Emperor^ Shah Aulum, by the trear^^ 
of AUehabad ^y but were abandoned^ and 
TirtQally relinquiflied by him on^ his prt^ 
ceedifig to Delhi f , where he (hortl!y aftei^ 
made them over, by a grants to the MahM 
rattas J, who would certainly have ob*^ 
tained a permanent fettlement in them, 
which from their fituation, muft have 
been highly dangerous, if not utterly de- 
ftrudive, to thefafety and independence of 
all the eaflern provinces, had not cheir 
fchemes been moft fortunately fruftrated 
by the timely and decifive interference of 



* P^ge 158. — ^ Page 170.— J Page 171. 
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the Engllfl) ;— aiid th^y wer<r confirmed to 
$gja-al-Dowlab in tiiie late conference at 
Benares. 

The Mahrattas, although they had been 
compelled, by the prefent deranged fitua« 
tiou of their affairs at honie, to relinquifh 
a great part of their poflfeffions in the Z)^- 
db^ (as has been already obferved) had 
yet left fome fmall garrifons in the diftri£t 
of Etawa, which makes the northern 
Ijouadary of the Korah province ; and, as 
their eftabliftiment here might enable them 
10 give him great difturbance at fome fu- 
ture period, the Vizier judged it prudent 
to begin by ejeding them. He accordingly 
croffed the Ganges at Mow, and marching 
over the Dodb *, laid feige to the fort of 
Etawa. — ^The Mahratta who commanded 
in that fortrefs, after a fmall refift- 
ancc, merely to fave appearances, was pre- 
vailed upon to make a capitulation, by 
which the Mahrattas in this and other 
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places of the Doab> were permitted to re- 
lire unmolefted beyond the Jumna, and 
Suja-al-Dowlah had the go#d fortune to 
poflefs himfelf of the whole of thefe di- 
ftridls without any farther oppofition ; fa 
that his dominion between the rivers now 
©ctended from Allehabad near to Agra upon 
the Jumna, and to Kinnoge upon the Gan- 
ges- 

This great and unexpeded fuccefs, by 
removing every obftacle of any moment, 
determined the Vizier to adhere to the ex- 
ecution of his original deiign ; and he 
forthwith wrote to the Council at Cal- 
cutta, conveying formal propofals, in the 
terms already mentioned, which, after due 
deliberation, were acceded to, nearly on the 
fame conditions as had been fpecified in the 
interview at Benares *. 

The Rohilla expedition being now Irre- 
vocably determined on, as it was yet early 
in the feafon f, the Vizier refolved to 
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fmooth or remove every remaining obftaclc 
to his views, which, as his main obje£>: had 
been already attained with (o much facility, 
he concluded he might eafily efFe£l:, before 
his allies (hould be in readinefs to tak-e the 
field. Having taken proper precautions 
for the fecurity of his own acquifitioas ia 
the Dodb J by placing jiumils^j fupported by 
confiderable bodies of troops, throughout 
the country, he proceeded to Ferrochabad* 
Notice has already been taken of the 
wretched fituation to which that ftate had 
been reduced by the death of Ahmed 
Khan Bungifh, and the imbecility of his 
fucceflbr, whom Suja-al-Dowlah now eafi- 
ly found means to cajole with affurances of 
his friendfhip and fupport, and finally to 
draw him intofuch engagements as left his^ 
country, property, and perfon at the foie 
difpofal of the Vizier, who foon found 
himfelf as entirely poffeffed of Ferrocha^^ 
bad as of any part of his own original do- 
minions. From hence he lent for Zabita 
Khan, who, having been releafed from his 

* Angice — ^** Superint^ndants, or colhS^xz of re- 
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engagements with the Mahrattas, by their 
precipitate retreat from the Dodi^ had re* 
tired to Nijeebabad, feeming inclined once 
more to join the fortunes of his country-- 
men ;— but Suja-al-Dowlah, by his profef* 
fions, not only detached him from their 
intercfts, but even perfuaded him to join 
in the intended undertaking againft them. 
" — ^At the fame time, the Vizier, appre- 
henfive, perhaps, of Ibme moleftation from 
NudjifFKhan, who had lately rifen to a 
confiderable degree of power, and, after 
the retreat of the Mahrattas, managed the 
Emperor^s aflairs at Delhi, endeavoured to 
fecurc his intereft by making him privy to 
his defign ; and, it is faid, even went ib 
far as to hold forth fome indirect promifes 
of making over to his Majefty a fhare of 
whatever he (hould conquer ; in confe- 
quence of which the minifter entered with 
zeal into his defigns, and agreed to join 
the Vizier with a feledl body of troops as 
foon as the campaign (hould commence. 

Every thing being now ripe for zQtion; 

Suja- 
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Suja-al*Dowlah direA his general, Lit^fet 
Alee Khan, to march up the Ganges from 
Ferrochabad, and to conftruffc a bridge o£ 
boats over the river at Ramghaut, by 
which he aieant to enter at once into the 
heart of the Rohilla country ; but whilft 
Litdfet was collecting materials for this 
purpoie, the Vizier, by the advice of fome 
Engliih officers, abandoned that defign, 
and determined to enter the Rohilla fron- 
tiers from his own dominions on the other 
iide of the Ganges ; as from thence the ar« 
my would be able to draw the moft certain 
and regular fupplies, and the operations of 
the Englifh forces were, by the terms of 
the treaty, confined to the eqfiward of that 
river. He accordingly returned to Mow^ 
(where a bridge had been already laid) and 
croiling the river, advanced up the edflera 
bank, and encamped at Shawbad, on the 
Rohilla frontiers. From himce he deputed 
a Vakeel to Hafiz Rahmut, with a copy of 
his engagement*, and with orders to make 

* App. No. I. and H. 
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a formal demand of immediate payment, ort 
pain of the confequences. ' *"' ' ' 

1 • 

In the mean time, the fecond bri^ 
gade of the Company's forces took the 
field in the beginning of the year i774f 
under the command of Colonel A. Cham- 
pion, and advanced by eafy marches to 
join the Vizier, according to agreement. 

WhenLitafet began to colled materials 
for conftru<5ting a bridge at Ramghaut, the 
Rohillas became fenfible of the approaching 
ftorm ;— their apprehenfions were cotifirm- 
ed by the fubfequent march of theJBnglifli 
troops ; and, on the receipt of the afore- 
faid ngieffage from the Vizier, Hafiz Rah- 
mut amufed the Vakeel with hopes of fuc* 
cefs in his deputation ; and, in the mean, 
time, applied to the feveral chiefs, defiring 
them either to enable him forthwith to dif- 
charge this demand, or to join him in the 
field : — ^they had already refolved on the 
latter alternative.. The Vakeel^ after feme 
delay, was fei>t back to his mafter witli an 

evafive. 
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evafi ve . anfwer^ and Hafiz Rahmut pro- 
ceeded from Peeleabete to Owlah, where 
he fet up his ftandard, and fent notices 
throughout thetountry, requiring the Ro* 
hillas to repair thithcn-^^-^-Here 'he was 
foon joined by Fyzooia Khan and others j 
and as no renicdy now appeared except 
dpcn refiftance, Hafiz attempted to infpire 
into the feveral leaders a refblution to a;^ 
with unanimity and firmnefs in fupport of 
the common caufe : but all his efTor ts were 
rendered void by that fpirit of jealoufy and 
faftion already mentioned, which contri- 
buted to dcftroy them much more effe&rr*^ 
ally than the fword of the enemyi» 

Hafiz firA applied to Ahmfed Khan 
Khanfanaan, and Ahmed Khan Buxy, for 
money for the purpofe of taifing troops 
and making the neceCTary preparations ; as 
thefe chiefs were, by their offices, in vefled 
with the management of all receipts and 
difburfements that might at any time be 
neceffary for the defence of the general 
/late,---He at the iame time offered them 

Qa bonds 
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bonds of indemnification, engeging either 
to hold himfelf perfonally jefponfible, or 
to give aflignments upon his country for 
fuch fucns as they might advance from 
their own finances for the public fervice 
on the prefent occafion. Notwithftanding 
thefe aflurances, however, they did not 
entertain fuch an opinion of Hafiz as 
would induce them to place any depen- 
dance upon his promifes, and having pre<» 
vioufly entered into a private league to fup- 
port each other, ab(blutely refufed to ad« 
vance any money, declaring ^^ they would 
*^ oppofe with force whoever (hould ofier 
** to conapel them." The Buxy, how- 
ever, was perfuaded, by fome of the more 
wife and difcreet among his friends, to 
adopt a more liberal mode of condu£t, at 
leaft in appearance ; and advanced two lacks 
of rupees for tuncawsj or affignments, 
upon the territory of Budftvon, which 
were given to him by the Khanfaman as a 
fecurity ;— ** perhaps*' (fays the Rohilla 
narrator) *' neither the perfuafions of his 
" countrymen, nor his own convi£)iion of 

•« the 
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•* the approaching danger, would have 
•* fufiiced to induce theBuxy to this exer- 
•• tion ; but, from the period of the quar- 
*• rel between the brothers" (Ahmed Khan 
and Azeeni Kh^ti) ** he had regarded the 
" diftrii^ of Budivon with a greedy eye, 
♦* and an affignment, which would give 
*^ him a future hold upon it, offered fuch 
** a temptation as he could not refift.'* 
(Here we fee, in the midft of immediate 
apprehenfion and diftrefs, and at a period of 
impending calamity, an involution of fub* 
tile treachery, which is feldom outfhone in 
the crooked mazes of political refinement 
in ufe among the mofl polt/hed nations ;— 
but to return—) Several other chiefs threw 
fmall fums into the grand treafury upon 
the preient exigency; but this mode of 
fupply was net generally adopted, and af- 
ter all, the fum coUefted was very infufii- 
dent to defray the neceflary charges. In 
faft, ' fo low were their finances reduced by 
their ^oifiimdns for the two preceding 
years ha^g been the feat of war, that 
few of tli« Rohilla chiefs had it in their 

Q^ power 
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J)owcr to contribute largely : — the only 
perfons amQng them whofe circumftancJes 
enabled ^m to do (o wereHafizRabmut, 
the KhanfifmaHy (enriched by the plunder 
of his brother) and FyzooJU Khan, (who 
had long held the diftrifts of Rampore, 
from which, although not exceeding in 
value ^'z;^ /acks per annum, he had faved 
confiderably, befides what he acquired by 
Succeeding to the inheritance of the per* 
fonal property of his father)— and neither 
of th?fe were willing to put too much to a 
rilk on the prefent occafion. — Many other 
leading men, inftead of coming boldly for- 
ward on this' threatening emergency, 
feemed either abandoned to inadkive def-r 
pondenpy, or withheld from exertion by 
lulpicious doubts of their fellows, each 
conceiving the other to he ready to betray 
him ; and Suja-al-Dowlah, well aware of 
their prefent temper, employed a multi-. 
tude of emiflaries among then^, who, by 
working upon the hopes of fome, and the 
fears of others, increafed their mutual jea^ 
loufy and diftrufl. Neither ;he Bu^y nor 

the 
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the Khanfaman joined the Rohilla army 
till fome time after its formation ; the Vi- 
zier having entered into a negotiation with 
them, and, partly by threats, partly by 
promifes, prevailed on them (whatever ap- 
pearance prudence might render i^eceflary J 
to remain effentially neuter in the enfuing 
difpute ; and they were themfelves fuffici* 
ently difpofed, in the prefent fituation of 
things, rather tojhrfajtethzn to -ajjijl their 
pountrymen ; as they knevv that if the 
Afgans fhould make an efFeftual rcfiftancc 
and repel the invaders, Hafiz would amply 
revenge himfelf upon them for their late 
oppofition to him. Mahboola Khan and 
Fittee Oblah Khan (the fons of Doondy 
Khan) negleded to appear in the field, or 
to affift in any meafures of general co-ope- 
ration until feveral days after tjie enemy 
had entered into the country, as they had 
alfo privately received a meflage from Suja* 
al-Dowlah, who fent them a Koran^ (a fa* 
cred pledge of mutual faith among MufTul-^ 
juans) with aflurances of hi$ protedlon, 
provided they fliould not join Hafiz Rah- 

Q 4 mut 
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inut on the prefent occafion ; and to this 
they returned a favourable reply ; but, 
with a fraudulent inconfiftency, perfeftiy 
in charafter, they proceeded to Owlah at 
the head of a confiderable force within four 
days after ! 

Perhaps, indeed, thele intrigues of Su- 
ja^al-DowIah (whofo charader was well 
known) would have availed but little in 
fha:king the fidelity of any of the chiefs, 
had not they been ftrengthened in their 
Operation by the general dread of Hafia 
Rahmut, 

To inveftigate the caufes of this fenti-* 
nient, which on the prefent occafion was 
attended with fuch fatal effefts to the inte-* 
reft of the Rohilla confederacy in general, 
and of Hafiz Rahmut in particular, it is 
neceflary to take a (hort retrofpe6k to fomd 
incidents which could not have been related 
in their proper place without an unfeafona- 
ble interruption to the narrative. 



On 



On the death of Futte KhanKhanfaman, 
Hafiz Rahmut took advantage of th6 quair-' 
rel between his heirs to feize on fonae of 

m 

the lands and effedls of that officer, and 
even refufed to pay to his Ton and fucceflbr 
Ahmed Khan an old debt of two lacks 
of rupees, which he had owed to the Khan- 
faman for fome years paft : ■ -He had, 
moreover, exa£ted at another time the fuml 
of two lacks of rupees from the new Buxy, 
6n pretence of defraying the expences of 
Allee Mahummed's youngeft fon, Ma* 
hummed- Y^r Khan, and applied the money 
fb extorted to his own ufe ; — and, after 
the death of Doondee Khan^ he had made 
frequent requiiitions of his ibn^ Mahboola 
and Fittee Oolah, under the fame pre* 
tence.-^In ihort, from the time that the 
death of his colleagues had thrown tho 
principal power into his own hands, Haifis 
Rahmut had fo often made an intemperate 
tifeof the oftenfible authority with which, 
as ** chief guardian of the ftatc,*' he was 
vefted, (and which he had been able t6 
fuppprt only by fuperjority of military 

forcp 
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force and territorial refources) that, how^ 
ever refpefted for his abilities and bra« 
very, and revered for the apparent fanftity. 
of his manners, he was alcnoft ui^iverfalljr 
dreaded and diiliked : and as he was aware 
of this difpofition in his countrymen, the 
intrigues he continually kept on foot, to 
fupport his influence, had cqnfid^rably 
widened the breaches before exifting a? 
inong the members of a naturally tui;bu* 
lent and difti;aded flate: — even Fyzoola 
Khan, from whom alone he could expe£t 
efFedual fupport, was not without fulpi- 
cioas that Hafiz had at this period pro<* 
Jefted a plan to raife up a dangerous rival 
againft him in the perfon of his brother 
Mahummed-Yar, and looked to the time 
when his own property might fall a facri- 
iice to the crooked politicks and infatiable 
avarice of his wily guardian. — ** To fum 
♦* up all," fays the Rohilla narrator, ** a 
*' fufprifing degree of animofity and dif- 
^* cord had long fince arifen in Rohilcund, 
*' and each perfon was employed in (nay, 
** was earneflly bent upon) the eradication 

*^ of 
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#* of his neighbour ; and in order toefFefk 
^* the deftrudlion and overthrow of his 
^' own immediate kindred and connec^ 
** tions, was ready to enter into league 
•* with foreigners and ftrangers : the event 
** was what might be expefted, — what 
♦* indeed foon appeared in the courfe of 
^^ the fucceeding occurrences." — In fuch 
circumftances, it is not furprifing that, 
(Bven at this awiul monjent, when a foreign 
enemy was about to overwhelm them, the 
phlefs were fo dubious of each other that 
no general fyftem of <lefence was adopted, 
por any orders executed with the prbmp- 
tit\ide and alacrity neppflary in fo critical 
^juadture, 

Sych was the ruinous (ituation of affairs 
in the RohiUa camp, when the combined 
armies of Suja-aJ-Dowlah and his Britilh 
allies entered their country on the J3th 
day of April, J774** 

On 

* As the writer has been defirous (for yery ob- 
vious reafoos) to a4here clpfely to the account givei^ 

by 
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On the allied ifmy crdffiflg the river 
Gurra, (which interfeftsthe ibuthei-n boun« 
tiary of Rohilcuftd near Shawbad) fever^ 
Zimeendars, and fonie governors of dif- 
trifts Upon the borders, came in to the Vi- 
zier and threw themfelves upon his incr* 
cy ; and were permitted to remain unmctF* 
lefted in their habitations : but, as it was 
judged imprudent to leave atiy (helter to 
thofe, who by their behaviour appeared to 
be inimicably inclined^ and who, as the 
army advanced, might, by returning to 
their habitations, be the means of inter* 
rupting the free communication with the 
Vizier's country, atid cutting off the fiip- 
plies, his troops burned and deftroyed the 
villages of fuch as had refufed to fubmit, 
or had abandoned them on his approach. 

Fyzoola 



by the RohWaj in his relation of the fubfequent 
tranfadlions, he hopes that this motive will be con- 
fidered as a fufficient apology for any inaccuracies that 
may appear in it; he has blended the Englijh account 
with it, as far as is confident with his adherence to 
the other* 
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Fyzoola Khan now became- fo fenfible of 
the inability of the Rphilla forces to refift 
the power which wis brought againfl: 
them, that he repeatedly applied to Hafii^ 
Rahmut, intrejiting him, if poflible, to 
come to an accommodation with the 
Vizier, and offering himfelf to undertake 
the payment of his demands, by exerting 
his intereft with the other chiefs, and per- 
fuading them to contribute to the dif^- 
charge of them ; — but Hafiz, with a wil- 
ful pervcrfenefs which feemed to urge 
him to his fate, declined accepting of any 
of thofe overtures, and determined^ at 
all events, to try his fortune in the field. 

On the 17th of April, Haflz, who af- 
fumed the chief command of the RohilU 
army, marched with his whole force, con-* 
fifting of aboutf twenty-four thoufand 
horfe and foot, four thoufand rocket men, 
and fixty pieces of cannon and amuzettes, 
and the next day took poft near the village 
of Cutterah, on the banks of the Bogga^ 

kis 
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his rear and one bf his flanks being covef^ 
ed by that rivrer. 

Colonel Champion, who was Gomnianv 
der in chief of th^ Britifli and Vixier-d^ 
forces, ad\ranoed' otm the 20th to Shahjehati- * 
p6re, and on the two fucceeding days made 
fome feints, as if he intended to take a 
circuit dnd advance into the interior* part 
of the country^, without coming to ac- 
tion; the apprehenfion of which would 
conftrain the Rohillas to relinquifti the ad- 
vantages of the judicious pofition they had 
chofen. ; 

Hafiz Rahmut, who had for -two days 
cxpeded to fee the enemy, and kept his 
troops under arms for feveral hours each 
morning to be in readinefs for their re- 
ception, confiderably relaxed his vigilance 
when he found that, inftead of coming 
dire£kly upon him, they were employed 
in meafures which indicated an ititention 
of turning his rear, and thereby cutting 
off his communicatiou with Owlah and 

Barellee 
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Barelke, fr6m whence alone the Rohillas 
ODuld draw the fupplies neceflarjr to their 
fubfiftence. Alarmed at thiaidea, hfemade 
fome change in his .pofition^ with an in- 
tention of retreating to the laft of thefe 
townS) (hould circainftancei render thi^ 
meafure neceflary. ' * * 

On the 22d, the Britifli- cotntnander, 
finding that his manoeuvres had produced 
their intended efFe<£t, made the neceflary 
preparation for aftioii, and marching the 
next morning at two o'clock, without beat 
of drum, threw his baggage and followers 
into a fmall fort which had been delerted 
by the enemy, and came within view of 
the Robllia camp a little after fun-rife. 

Nothing could exceed the aftonilhment 
of Hafiz Rahmut, when ho underftood 
that the whole army of the enemy were 
drawn up in battle array, within cannon Aioe 
of his encampment, after having beat in the 
cut-poftcd guards, who were the firft mef- 
fengers of the alarm. He dire^y raount- 
- cd 
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ed his elephant in order to go forth and 
reconnoitre their pofition, whilft in the 
mean time the Rohillas were thrown into 

r 

a general confufion by the near and unex- 
pected approach of their adverfaries.-r— - 
Haf^z Rahmytf when he rode out, had 
negle£led to order the Nekkdreh (or alarm 
drum) to beat, fo that a confiderable time 
elapfed before any line was formed, or the 
artillery prepared for a^Stion, and no ge* 
neral plan of operations having been fet* 
tied, nor any orders received, every leader 
a£ted as he thought proper, — About four 
thoufand of their infantry,, feeing thmga 
in fuch diforder, retired^ panick flruck^ 
from the field \ and when Hafiz returned 
to the camp^ he found a great part of the 
troops ready to follow their example ; his; 
prefence, however, reftored them to fome 
degree of order, and iafpired them, with a 
refolution to make one brave effort for tho^ 
prefervation of their independeace* 

Hafiz took his poft in the centre of the 
Afgau army, which was dii'e^Jy oppofed 

to. 
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to the Brltifh troops : — ^Fyzoola and Muf- 
takeem Khan, with fome of the other 
principal chiefs, led on that divifion of their 
forces oppofite to the corps of Litdfet 
jsind the Vizier^s fepoys ; and they were 
at this inftant joined by Mahboola Khan 
and his brother Fittee Oolah, who had 
left Bifleeolee with their followers the pre* 
ceding day. 

The aftion confifted principally of a 
pannonade, which was fupported above 
two hours with great fpirit on both fides, 
at firft at the diftance of a thoufand yards, 
which, as the armies gradually advanced 
towards each other, was afterwards reduced 
to five hundred : the powder of the Ro- 
liillas being of a very bad quality, mod 
of their (hot fell fliort ; and their rocket^ 
although thrown in prodigious quantities, 
did but little execution ; whilft a conti- 
nual fhower of balls fell upon their centre 
from the Englifh artillery, and made 
dreadful havock in their unwieldy co* 
lumn8,-«-Many attempts were made by 

R Muftakeem 
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Muftakeem Khan and others to lead the 
cavalry to the charge, and to force thip 
cnemy*s flanks, but without efFeft.— At 
length, Hafiz, feeing the fpirit of the 
foldiers begin to droop under the fuperior 
fire of the EngUfli, defcended from the 
elephant which he had hitherto rode, and 
mounted an ordinary horfe, to convince 
his followers that he had no intention of 
cfcaping, but was determined to conquer 
pr die. — Very fbon after this, he, on whom 
<5very thing depended, fell. — The center 
feeing the fate of their general, imme-r 
diately began to give way; and in a few 

minutes the whole broke, and fled witiv 

< ' ■ ■ ■ 

precipitation, leaving their camp (which, 
was ftill (landing) with all their baggage, 
and artillery to the vidlors. 

Imtnediately on the Rohillas giving way^ 
fome bodies of the Vizier's cavalry were 
detached in purfuit ; and the flying troops^ 
^n order to fave themfelves from total de-r 
ftruftion, all feparated, and went off tq 

different 
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'6\ffettnt places, fo that in a few hours the 
Rohilla army no longer exifted. 

The lofs fuftained by the Viz:ier and his 
Allies in this decifive aftion was incon- 
fiderable ; but that of the Afgans was not 
lefs than two thoufand killed and woun- 
ded ; and their whole fyftem fufFered an 
irreparable blow in the death of tlieir gal- 
lant leader. 

Thus fell Hafiz R4hmut, who (not- 
withftanding his low original) whether we 
confider him as a ibldier or a fiateTman, 
was certainly entitled to fome degree of 
refpcfl:. — As the dirleftor of a faftious and 
diftra£ted government, he by the fupe- 
riority of his talents and addrefs kept to- 
gether its feveral parts much longer, cer- 
tainly, than could have been expefted, 
confidering the nature of the people with 
whom he had to deal, and the unfortu- 
nate events under which they lafeouredi— • 
His perfonal bravery and firmnels in the 
hour of danger would have enabkd the 

R z Rohillas 
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!P.o)yilas to fapport the(ni^lv:es witbr^O!^ 
cefs againft all their foretgu en^ipies, aoil 
to have proteAed their dominion from the 
tpfiny calamities in which it had beQ^i in- 
volved for fome years paft^ had he been 
properly fuppprted by bis colleagues ; an4 
^t was this fpirit that determined him, oa 
the failure of every other refource, to 
prefer an honourable death to an ingloriovvs 
fubmifSon*— But, however praifeworthir 
}iis condu£l: in thefe (ituations may appear, 
the circumftances of his rife to power, as 
^ell as the ufe he often made of th^t 
power when acquired, — — nciuft detr^i^^ 
greatly from his merit ! — and it remains 
to be regretted that fuch happy endoW^ 
ments fhould have been blended with the 
Tnoft niifchievous of all viceSj, and that^ ^ 
grafpinjg and unprincipled anabition fhould 
bave induced hini to betray the truft df 
his fripnd, and ufurp the inheritance 6f 
^is vf^ards, in a manper which tarnifhes 
^M his great qualities and throws a per- 
petual flur on his memory; nor was the 
fa[te he.inet wkh lefs dejervedthza it ha? 

been, 
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■%«i^h^^'hy ntitiriiefd,- pitied and kmehttd *V 
^t,' to return 



.:-;i; 
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-y B^yzoola Khan and his brother Mahutft^ 
med-Y&r, who had both exerted theni<i- 



iiu 



* It is here neceffary to remark that, (among a 
multitude of iimilar errors) this' perfon has been con- 
founded with tiafizy the famous poet of ShiraZy wh6 

■ 

tf out* iflied above four hundred years ago.-— It is iduch 
to be lamented that the warfbth and eagemefs of p6* 
litic^l refentments, (however laudable their motives) 
Aiouldfometimes flimulatethe moft eminent chara^ers^ 
by hafiily adopting all circumilahces which can tend to 
aggravate ittiputed guilt, and putting them together 
without a fufficient inquiry into the foundation :of 
t^m, to iully the pure and fimple beauty of Tri^/^, 
which needs not the turgid . inflation of unfounded 
rhapfody to fupport it : — ^^ Hafi2 Rahmut, the mofl 
^* eminent of their chxeky^^as famous throughout the 
^ eajlfor the ekganci of bis literature and the fpiritif 
'^ his poetical compiifitions {by which iefupported ihenantd 
'<^ ofHafizJ as for his courage, was invaded *," -?C4r; 
&€•— — Hafiz was neither a poet nor a ntan of letter^ 
—His original name was Rahmut Khan : — ^The title 
of Hafiz (angiicc, the'prote^cr) hie diftet^^tds'rft'- 
'(umedi as being ^xpreflive of bis rank and oftce^^ ] 

:, R 3 felves 
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felves with much gallantry ii> the fore- 
going aftion, when they heard that Hafiss 
was killed, ufed every efi&rt to keep their 
froops together^ — Fyzoofe had attempted 
to make a charge upon Litafet*s corps ; m 
this, however, he failed j and the Afgans 
faw the Britifti line advancing upon them 
in fuch excellent order that, dreading thp^ 
cfFefts of their mufquetryy neither the up* 
braidings nor intreaties of their leaders 
could induce them to ftand ; and they rode 
off the field at full gallop, huTrying them 
along with them. — Fyzoola Khan, feeing 
the army totally difperfed, fled in defpair 
to Rampore j and taking from thence his 
family and valuable efFeds, retired^ by the 
route of Patterghurr, to the ftrong pafs in- 
the Cummow hills above LoUdong, which 
had twice before ferved as a place of re«* 
fuge to his countrymen ; and here he was^ 
daily joined by numbers who preferred the 
defperate chance of this laft refoufce to- 
fubmiffion to the enemy on any terms. 

« 

Nothing could exceed the terror and 

confuiloa 
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ponfuiioA of the Afgans throughout Ro* 
hilcundy on learning the difaflrous ifiue 
of a battle which at once annihilated their 
power and decided the fate of their do-^ 
minion ; and the news was quickly fpread 
abroad with all the exaggerations which 
comojonly accompany the relation of any 
general And unexpected calamity.— Neither 
were their fears corifined to the progrefs o£ 
the vidlorious army. Wherever the defeat 
of the Rohillas became known, the Hin- 
doo Zidieendars (each of whom is potiTef^ 
fed of a ftrong hold attaching td the chief 
village of his diftriCt) fhut their forts, aild 
refuling their late mafters fuccour or pro« 
te^ion, plundered, without diftindtion^ 
all whom they found flying towards tho 
hills ; fo that numbers of the Afgans^ 
who would otherwife have joined their 
toiintrymen at Lolld6ng, returned to their 
homes, and there quietly waited the event. 
-^Many more', indeed, were encouraged 
to this by the generous and temperate con- 
duft of the Britifh troops, whofe diarac- 
teriftick virtues were not more difplayed 

R 4 bj 
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by their gallantry in* the iate engagemenr^ 
than by their humanity a&er it* M '^- ' "Jii 
the clofe of the'a£tion/ wbilfbyet flufhed 
with recent victory, they, advanced by di- 
^(ions, and marched.: through the Ro- 
Lilian camp with all ther difciplined cod^l^ 
ilt^s^aikdfisfcgukrity of a review; hot a 
email b&tin^(Sdiild3ive his :fpoCi, or to feize. 
:{ni aoy part dC^ifae fpoilRwbich was fcatter- 
ted'^civer- tbe/yhinlarauttd' ihem : and oii 
*tber faoaiifcyeni^ig aJl the^wbunded R6- 
;.hUIa&Mvbo(jaiip6ared: to ^ba^^ia a ctrrabie 
; (2^tb were ta^nihta the EiVgiifh-hof^ital, 
lan^naftfeindfed. with the fem4<^cai?e as their 
-own people; and*thefe circiimftances un- 
doubtedly contributed not only to the re- 
-putation of the conquerors, but to* the fa- 
cility .of their fubfequcnt facccfs. 

/ Qa the finia?l flight of the Afgans, Ma- 
Jiutrrmed'^Yxir Khan, attended by the Buxy 
and the Rhanfaman, went off to Owlah, 
where they arrived the: fame afternoon, 
^and fpiSnt the night in all the confufion of 
diOxia/^fid couacils and unavailing 1 amenta- • 
.: >;,*.j, : tionst 



tionstf ^Mlttitho tncMrtting, the two minifters 
baving QolIed:ed4:ogerher their families and 
trekfarea, proceeded to the hills by the 
way' of -iBifiboleo.: land -^Moradabid, and 
joinedrFyzDola Khan^ (who, ^n the death 
of Hiiiz aflumed the chief command) at 
LoUdong. Mahummed-Ydr Khan accom- 
panied the minifters to Biiiboke, and from 
thence went with a few attenndants through 
Sumbull to FyrozabSd, where he found 
Mahummed Allee Khan^ a perfbn of in*« 
fluence and experience, and an old retainer 
of his father's^ To him he declared his 
intentions of proceeding to LoUdong to- 
joiniiis brother, but was diffuaded from 
this deiign by the arguments of Mahum- 
med^tAllee, who aflured him ** that he 
could not poffibly pafs through- the 
country in fafety, as the Zimeendars 
f? were all up in arms : — that, as. the fa- 
V ; mily of Doondee Khan ftill remained 
*^ atBiflbolee, and thofe of Hafiz Rahmut 
1^ with all their effects, at Peeleabete, he, 
V who poileffed nothings might furely re- 
" jfike t0.his owa habitation withmit ap- 
:• ^ ** prchenfion 
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^^ prchendon of danger^ and thereby avoi^ 
^^ expofing his family to almoft inevitable 
^^ dellrudion from the inteufe heats of th< 
*^ prefcnt feafon ; and the late condud of 
*^ the £ngll(h evmced that he had more to 
^^ hope from their kindnefs than to feaf 

*^ from their refentment." In eonfor* 

mity to this advice, Mahummed- Ydr Khan 
retired to hiSi : own place of refidence at 
Owlah. 

Mahboola Khan, and his brother Fitted 
Oolah, depending much upon the aflur* 
an ces which they had received from the 
Vizier previous to the battle of Cutterah^ 
(although they had forfeited all title to 
this dependance by joining their friends in 
the engagement) retired to BifToolee^ their 
own city, and there remained. 

The Begum widow of Sydoola Khari^ 
(who. refided at Owlah) on learning the 
death of Hafiz Rahmut, and the deieat of 
the Robilla forces, immediately diipatched 
a meflbnger to Suja-al-Dowlah, ** requeft- 

** ing 
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/* ing tokuow his pleafure with refpefl: to 
** her, whether he meant that (he fhouM 
*^ furrender up her efFe£ls, or rely upon 

•* his gencrofity", In reply to ihis the 

Vizier immediately ordered two of his 
confidential fervants to wait upon the Be- 
^um— -'* to affure her of his favourable in- 
♦* tentions towards her, and to requefther 
f* not for a moment to admit any doubt or 
apprehenfion into her mind, nor by ill- 
grounded fears to diiTeminate confuiion; 
and terror in the city of Owlah : — that 
•* her annual allowance, which, underthe 
Rohilla chiefs, had never exceeded fifty 
thoufand rupees per annum, ihould be 
incrcafed to fomethhig more proportion - 
^^ able to her rank andfituation ; andthair 
•• (he might hope for every thing froni his 
•' future kindnefs.'* Confiding in thefe de* 
clarations, the Begum remained at Owlah, 
and thereby preferved the tranquillity of 
the city, where there was no more ap-» 
pearance of difturbance or diforder tiianif 
nothing extraordiuary had happei>ed* ' 

The 
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-j> -5Che . fernily n^f (la^z Rahmut^^ with a 
torpy^ apathy which is not e^fy to be ac- 
4)@|iQtQd f&}r, took np mQa'ii2F^& either for 
^ig^t^or ^(^fe^^cer hut contioued <]ui€tly in 
lfefit^./<>rt-,<xf iPeckabete, apparently little 
iQOv^iii^ th^ late : (to them) dreadful ^a*- 
ijftrophft.-^f^ZiQP-al-Fukkir "Khan, , Hafiz*6 
c^dgdfoirf.vvho^had fied to 6ar611ee imme- 
diately aflftr. the battle, when he heard of 
J^ihunimiedryir Khan being at Owlah, 
m^^iicl^i^ joined hiui at that place; 

•s \ . 

•% ► * -N ^-■■4 \ " ' '"■''.'. * ■ ' 1 i . , ! 

..»..■■ 1> ■•' ■ •■.... ' ■ - ■ - . .r - - . 

^.Sfi^h w^re the immediate iefffeSEa of the 
jjy^yiitlei 3f Cutterah among tiie RohiHas i let 
•^ ppwrreltuf tt to the Vizier .and his aUieSi 
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^j •;^-ibody of Swja-al-Dowlah's horfe took 
pafltfilonof the city of Biarellee the ijight 
after th0 ailioii. The Vidors ^nampe4 ou 

^k^A^S^^ ^^^^ ^^^ fucc^diog day near the 
fiel^.^tjJDatt/e, and, oii ^he 25th, leavrir^ 

l^^wey c/e, . t)a their left, r^xmrched towadjcjs 
J?Geljeabete.r~-rThe faa^ily of Haiiz Rah^ 

n^ut^/on Jieariagpf the Vizier^s approackj 

w^?rathf;r piealed. than aJaxmed^at%tbe:i»^ 

. .; telligence. 
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rtelUgence^ r* as thsii*- greateft d rdad ■ ^ »o(c 
from the a^rtheniion of feme bf^thd Roi- 
hillas taking rhb opportunity to retailialt^ 
4;ipon thentt the fornfiet^ exadioris^ ' tl^ 
^eceafed chief; againft whlbh^eyhbped^, 
vihdtr the Aelter of ^the^'EngllA- Ot 
the Vizier, to find a j^rmkieuf prdt*^ 
tioo;^*^--^^^ In (horty'V (fays'^tb^^^iikVr* 
5tor) " misfortune and infituaifeili wd% 
*> their lotj in that they did not thiftt 
^< of t^kmgirfsfuge in theu^tremcltenteiilsat 
*^ the foot of the hills, which were at (b 
^f inconfiderable a diflance, and Where, 
^* under ^^ the guardianfhip of- Fyzoeti 
^^ Khany their honour and their property 
** would have remained fecure and un* 
•* touched, and they would have e3rfieri-» 
•* enced every kind of attention iti^^t6^ 
" gard from that benignity for whlth lie 
♦* is fo juAly famed." The event, indeed', 
foon evinced the folly of their inaftivtty.--. 
The garrifon had already abandoned th^ 
place; fothat, upon the allied* trodp^s^pi 
pearing before it, it was furrendered with- 
out any r^fiapce ; and the family of H^0z 
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Rahmut, together with fuch treafurc, 
jevvek, &c. as remained from the wreck of 
hit fortune, fell into the hands of the Vi^ 
iitr without ftipulation or condition ; and 
the next day all the women and children of 
the Haram were put into pelanquins and 
other covered carriages, and fent off under 
a ftrong guard to Owlah, whither the Vi- 
zier accompanied them* 

Two days after the furrender of Peclea- 
b^te, the Englifti troops fell back to Barel- 
l^e, where they ren^ained for fome time, 
the commander in chief meaning to can ton. 
there during the enfuing rainy lealbn ; 
however, at the requeft of the Vizier, they 
removed from hence, and marched to Bif* 
foolee. At this place they found NudjifF 
Khan, who, in purfuance of his promife, 
had brought along with him a body of fix 
thoufand men to affift in the redudion of 
the Rohillas, but arrived too late to have 
p^Y (hare in the foregoing fervice. 

l^he two brothersy Mahboola Khan and 

Fitte 
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Fittec Oolah, when they beheld the fate 
ofHafiz Rahmiut's family, began to enter- 
tain fomc doiibts of the Viziet^s intentions 
T^ith refpc£k to themfelves, efpecially as 
they were confcious that by their breach 
of a private agreement prevloufly under- 
flood, (in joining Hafiz Rahmut in the 
battle, igiotwithftanding their acceptance 
of the overtures from the Vizier) thej 
muft in fome meafure be confidered 
as having forfeited that protetSttion to 
which they might otherwife have laid 

claim :• they therefore now refolved to 

divide the hazard^ by one of the brothers 
proceeding to pzy his refpefts to the Na- 
bob, whilft the other fhould remain at Bif* 
foolee (where their families and treafures 
were depofited) and aft as circumftances 
might direft. — ^Accordingly, Fittee Oolah 
Khan proceeded to the Vizier's camp at 
Barelle^, and there, before he would ven- 
ture to appear, folicitcd Jthc mediation of 
Salar Jung (the Vizier's uncle) inhisfa-* 
vour.— Some oi his friends endeavoured to 
difluade the Rohilla from taking this ftep, 
and advifed him rather to apply to the Bri- 

tiih 
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tifb commander *' as it was well knoWti. 
*' that when , the EDgliHi word was 
** pledged it could be relied on ; whereas, 
*' no faith could be placed either in the 
•* Vizier himfelf or in any of his officers." 
Fittee Oolah, however, rejected this 
Oilutary ccHincil ; and procuting an intro- 
du&ion to the Vizier the next day,' imme- 
diately after being diCmifled from audience 
b« was ordered into confinement.— ^In the 
interim^ Mahboola Khan waited at Bi& 
foolee, under much anxiety to hear of his 
brother's fuccefs, and would have availed 
himfelfof the intelligence he received con- 
cerning his reception, by femovtng with 
the moil valuable part of his treafure to 
join his co^mtrymen at LolldSng ; but his 
intention wis at once fruftrated by the un- 
expeded appearance of Nudjiff Khan, who 
arrived at Biiloolee the fame evening, .and 
either guelling the Rohilla's deiign, or 
. being furnilhed with previous inftruftions, 
placed guards around his houfe, fo that all 
hope of efcape was extinguiihed ; and thus 
both the brothers experienced the natural 
eflfeas 
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effects of ; their indecifi v^ aad trmffiing 
palicy. — -^Had tbey boldly rejected :the 
Vizier's infidious offer $ ia the #?ftuh^ 
fiance, ap4 openXy and .gallantly : ihared 
the fortunes of their v jcoontry mcft ki 
their laft retreat, their honoiat would itiU 
have remained untouched, anditheirperibos 
free ; but, by acceding to/the .Vizier's; of» 
fers, and afterwards appearing ^linfirhim 
in battle, they entailed upon, themi^lrei 
univerfal odiuoif and at the faflae time in* 
curred his inaplacable refentmertj; . ^•. 



V 



The day before the arrival of the allied 
army at BiiToolee, Mahummed^Y^ £Lhan 
came in, and being prefen ted tothe Vizief 
by his fervants Mirz^ RamzS^iase and: Mbt 
za Ag&, was very favourably reeeived ^ aoi 
did he ever afterwards fujSbrr any ixMd^ 
tion either in his perfon or family* .Nuni* 
bers of th^ other RohiUas, who bad uotac* 
companied their countrymen in thetif^igbf^ 
on hearing this, came in, and found a fiini; 

ht reception,. 
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From Owlah the Vizier wrote circular 
letters to all the remaining Afgans of any 
note throughout the country, defiring 
them to continue quietly in their dwel* 
lings, and giving them the moft folemn 
aflurances of protedtion* Thefe delarations 
ucere in general attended with their full ef* 
fe6i ; in a few weeks ^U the country fouth 
of Rampore was put entirely into the pol^ 
fefiion of the Vizier, and every thing was 
foon reduced to perfedt tranquillity. 

Shortly after his arrival at Biffoolee, the 
Vizier fent off the fons of Doondee Khan, 
their wives and children, together with 
the family and immediate retainers of Ha- 
fiz Rahmut, and numbers of the Afgaa 
inhabitants of Barellee, Owlah, Biffoolee, 
and other places, to AUehabad, under the 
conduft of his brother-in-law, the Na-' 
bob Salar Jung *• 

Oa 



* Much has been fatd of the ^iUiffhe tfuettin prs^'^ 
tifedhy JSuja-al-Dowlah on his Rohilla prifoners^ and 

in 
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On the commencement of the rainy fea*» 
fon^ Suja^al-Dowlfth and his allies built 
temporary quarters of cantonment in the 
neighbourhood of Biflbolee, where a Hin« 
doo named Beafs R^ye (who had been thd 
Dew^n of Hafiz Rahmut) infinuated 
himfelf into the Vizier's favour, by giving 
him infbrmation refpe£ting the fecret de« 
poiits of tr^fure, ice. among the Rohil<- 
las, and being himfelf forward in commit^ 
ting ads of oppreflion upon them.«^^To 
this man Suja-al^Dowlah rented the con- 
quered country, at the rate of two krores 
cf rupees pet annum \ but he was foon after 
difplaced on account of his malverfations i 
the whole body of the people making loud 



in particular, on the family of Hafiz Rahnrot ; tfa^ 
abov^, however^ is all that if mentioned by the Robilla 
narrator upon this fabjeiSl;; and, notwithfianding 
CYcry poffible inquiry, the writer has never been able 
todifcorer a fingle document from which be might af- 
CKtain any one particular of this all^dged i)l vSxg&g 
Wftbfs the inconveniences nfcd&rily attendant, upon 
e^fffinement and nmival are to be termed fuck 

S z complaints 
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complaints of the fufFerings to whiith they 
were Tuhjeded under his adminiflration. '-^ 

Fyzoola Khan, on flying to the hills^ 
perceiving the ruinous ftate of the Afgan 
caufe, refolved to attempt every expedient 
to fcreen himfelf from that deftrudion in 
which the fortunes of fo many of his^ 
countryni^n were already involved; :and 
hoped to ohta^n^ by negotiation, a happief 
aiid, more honourable fettlement than the 
prefent iituation of affairs afibrdedhim any 
profpedt of procuring by other means. 
Many circumftances, indeed,, were in his . 
favour*— As the eldeft remaining fon of Al- 
ice Mahummed, he was the oilenfible heir 
to his poffeffions, however furreptitloufly 
thefe poffeffions were obtained : the injuf*« 
tice done him by his guardians, his inno- 
cence with refpedt to the origin of the war^ 
and his amiable charafter and manners: 
(independant of other circumftances) all 
contributed to plead ftrongly in his behalf* 
—He therefore wrote to the commander in 

chief 
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chief 6f the Britilh forces at Biflbolee, propo- 
fing, through the mediation of the Englifh, 
to come to terms i?(rith the Viiier ; and, on 
the 19 th of May he deputed an Afgan 
named Ahdureen Khan, to negotiate with 
Colonel Champion. — ^The Vakeel had in- 
ftru6tions to propofe /;&r^^ fevcral modes bf 
adjuftment. The mofl feazible ofthtCc tvas» 
** that his mafterihould holcl the whole of 
^ KutidAer in fpalty of the Vizier, paying 
*^ him an annual tribute of forty lacks of 
^^ rupees,— the Britilh ^overpment to re- 
*♦ ceive from him a donation of thirty lacks 
•< (on the part of the Company) as a re*» 
** compence for their good offices in influ- 
** encing the Vizier to accede to thefe 
** terms." — The commander in chief wrote 
to the Council at Calcutta, fttoiigly re- 
commending the propriety of thrir procu*' 
ring this orfome iimilar comptromiie in be- 
half pf the Rohilla chief: the Councily 
however, declined any interference between 
the principals in the war, under an ^pprcf- 
henfion (probably not ill-founded) that jhe 
Vizier might be led to explain fuch an in- 

S 5 terpofition 
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terpofitlon into a breach of their treaty with 
him, which would affi>rd him a pretext for 
not fulfilling bis part of it; and they 
moreover objeded to the propofed meafure 
on grounds of political expediency *• 

This 



Mto 



* The fubftance of the trgvmeiits ufed as leafens 
fpt the Britifli govenament declining to interfere )>e- 
tween the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan on this occafion. 
is contained in the following extraft of a letter written 
by Mr. Haftings, in anfwer to the reprefentations of 
the commander in chief concerning it. 

" WE engaged to affift the Vizier in redudng the 
^' Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
*' dary of his pofTef&ons might be completed by the 
** Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the 
•* attacks and infults to which they wereexpofed, by 
^^ his enemies either pofielSng, or having accefs to, 
'^ the Rohilla country : this our alliance with him^, 
*^ and the neceffity of maintaining this alliance fo long 
^' as he and his fucceflbrs fhall deferveour proteftion, 
** rendered advantageous to the Company's intereft; 
*' becaufe the fi^urity of his pofleiGons from invafions 
** in that <|uarter is, in effeft, the fecurity of our's : 
^< but if the Rohilla country is delivered to Fyzoola 
** Khan, the advantages propofed from this meafure 

^* wiU 
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This negotiation neceffarily occupied 
fome time. Fyzoola Khan, however, did 
oot in the interim neglefl any meafures 
which might be requifite to enable him to 
Aiake a vigorous defence in the laft refort. 
On his arrival at JLolldong, he had iffued 
proclamations, inviting all the Afgans to 
join his ftandard there.— During the in- 
terval of fufpenlion of hoftilities, every 
means had been ufed by intrench ments and' 
barricadoes tx> render the poll at this place 
as tenable as poflible ; and multitudes of 
Rohillas, who would never otherwife have 
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<^ will be totally xlefeated. The fame objedlons from 
^ the Vixter will take place againft him as againft Ha^ 
'* fiz Rahmut >— he will be aftuated by the fame prin* 
** ciplesof felf-dcfence, and the fame impreifibns of' 
*< fear, to feek the protection of other powers again ft 
'< the Vizier^ and of courfe, will create the fame jea« 
<< loufies and fufplcions in the mind of the Vizier, 
'* with the additional and ftrong incentive of a mutual 
^ animofity, and of an enormous debt, which, pro* 
•* bahly, Fy-zoola Khan will find no means to get 
<* clear of^ but by engaging in hoftilitiet againft tb€ 

S 4 thought 
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thought of moving, Wfixt driven, by Ithe 
exaftions of tlj^ rcAter aod bisagenjts, to 
feck an afylmn here j iofo.tpvch that, be- 
fore the rain? wer^ ytt fuliy fet jn* fuclji 
intelligence was received pf the )&t.u^tioi> 
and dsily Augmenting ftrength of thp Af- 
gan^, as naade it jpeceflary, notwithftand* 
ing the fc verity of the feafon, to procpecj 
againft theni \vijthout lof? of time. Ther^ 
were, moreover, other cogejdjE reafbns for 
ptifliing the operations to ^ filial conclur 
fibn at this period.-ylt was rgpojrte<^ jth^t 
die* Viziei: had entered into an agr^e;^ 
ment with the Emperor Shah Aulum, be- 
fore the commencement of the Rohilla 
Wiar, engaging to make over to his Majefty 
a moiety of whatever territory he ftiould 
acquire either in the Dodb or in Rohil- 
cund ; in confideration of which agree* 
ment he had received, as Pizier of the Em^ 
ptre^ ^royzX Jtrmafiy ** authorizing him to re- 
^* duce the Afgan rebels in Rohilcund to obe- 
** dience :V and he was now honoured with 
'a-letter from the Emperor, ^ congratulating 
^* himin thowarmcft terms on his late fuc- 
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^ cefs, and hiating at the expelled fulfilment 
*^ of bis engagement s.'\ Thefe expeftatiqasi 
on the part of the Empero;;, whatever t^qijc 
foundation naight be, would have give^v 
the Viiier little concern ;. but adv?ices 
were at this time received that the M^Jiira^- 
tas had fettled their political difputea (all 
their internal commotions having fubiided 
in confequence of the expulfion of iRago* 
pet Row) and were again ready to carry 
their arips to the northward. This left 
{ufEcient room to forefee that the Em* 
jperor might r^new his connexions with 
them ; and as Suja-al-Dowlah, whether 
the alkdged compadl: had ever been really 
executed or not, was now determined 
againil acceding to his demands, it was. to 
be apprehended that he would make ufe of 
the Mahra^ttas to enforce them ; and the 
yizier was aware that if he delayed pro- 
ceeding againil the remaining part of the 
Ilohilla forces until the dry weather, as 
the Ganges, on the falling of^ the waters, 
.became fordable in many part? below the 
poft.then occupied by the Afgans, he muft, 

by 
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by advanciog, hive left thefe paiTages con« 
fiderably in his rear, which would have 
giiren his enemies opportunities to make in-- 
curfions, and lay wafle his dominions du- 
ring his abfcnce on fo remote a fervice.-^- 
Thefe confiderations mzdc the Vizier ex- 
ceedingly anxious to bring the fubjugatioa 
of Rohilcund toafpeedy and deciiive iffue. 
-—Accordingly, at his repeated fclieitatioa 
and intreaty, the army again took the fields 
evacuating their cantonments at Bifiboleeon 
the 30th day of July, about* the middle of 
the i^ainy feafou. 

There were, on the route to Lolldong, 
many pofts, the defence of which by the 
Rohillas, might have greatly retarded' the 
progrefs of the allied troops at fuch a fea- 
ion ; but they were fo much difpirited by 
the total defeat they had fuftained in the 
field, and fuch diftraftibns prevailed in 
their councils after that event, that none of 
them had attempted to occupy any of thefe 
favourable fituations, but, abandoning the 
plain country altogether, had retired to 

their 
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their intrenchments in the hills ; the armjr^ 
therefore, proceeded entirely unmolefted, and 
took polleiiion of the town of Nijeebabid^ 
and the fort of Pattergiirr, (fituated about 
twenty miles from LoUdong) without re^ 
iiftance.— The army encamped for fome 
days in the neighbourhood of this place ; 
and a negotiation was here opened between 
the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, but without 
any effed ; the Rohilla chief demanding 
fuch terms of capitulation as were regarded 
by the Vizier to be very extravagant and 
inadmifiible, confidering the fiate to which 
he was reduced. — On the 28th of Auguft 
the allied army made a forward movement 
to Mohunp6re, a village near Byceghaut 
on the Ganges, which brought them with- 
in lefs than fifteen miles from the enemy i 
and from hence was formed a chain of 
pofls, fo distributed as totally to intercept 
any fuppiies of provifions from being car^ 
ried into the Rohilla intrenchments. This 
meafure decided the fate which had been 
fo long impending, and was now about to 
overthrow the laft r^^mains of the Rohilla 

power* 
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jK)Wer. The fupplies which the Afgan$ 
drew from the hills inrtheir rear were far 
fiom being fufficicnt for their fupport, as 
ifeeir number amounted to upwards of 
forty thoufand ; and to add to their difli^efs, 
a pcftilential diforder (owing to the want 
of room and the unhealthinefs of their 
£tuation) broke out among them^ and 
carried off many every day. But, not- 
withftandinig the diftrefs in which they 
>iS^6re involved, Fyzoola Khan ftill conti*; 
liiicd to hold out with determined firmnefs 
atid refolution (fuch as could have been lit* 
tie expeSed'from the general tenor of his 
chara^er) hoping, by his perfeverance, fo 
far to delay the iffue of the war, that fome 
favourable circumftances might fall out in 
the interim, which would conftrain the Vi- 
zier to come to an accommodation upon terms 
more honourable than thofe of abfolute and 
iihconditional fubmiffion. Near a month was 
fpferit in treating on a variety of propofitions 
advanced by the Rohilla Vakeels as the ba- 
fisdf a treaty of adjuftment. The general 
fctojfe of thefe was, that Fyzoola Khan 

' fliould 
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(hould pay the Vizier a large fum in handL 
and rent of him either the whole or a parf^ 
of Rohilcund, at a proportbnable rati^i 
taking upon himfelf the difburfemcnt of. 
all expences. The Vizier, however, cojijj 
ceived that thefe offers were by no means 
adequate to the noiagnitude of the obje-Q:.;, 
and, moreover, many rcafbns of foim^pp*^ 
licy occurred to prevent his fufFering ,tho, 
Afgans to re-eftabli(h themfelves with aftj^ 
coiifiderable degree of ftrength in tlxat 
country, a circumftance which would^ m. 
faft, have been utterly fubverfive of o^e q^ 
the leading principles upon which the war. 
had been undertaken.* — Yet, as he was ejc^. 
trcmely defirous to come to a fpeedy cpij*^ 
clufion, he propofed to grant to Fyzo^. 
Khan a jagheer of fifteen lacks a year in t]bs, 
Dodb, on condition of his delivering up pnc, 
half of his treafure and efFeds.--^This offer . 
was certainly very equitable, and would , 
have fecured the Rohilla chief in much 
more than he had ever before poiieiIed[ :— 
he was advifed, however, by the Buxy ac^d, . 
theKhanfaman, to rejedthis advantageoi;a. . 

propoCfl^ 
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pcopofal ; upon which it was judged nece^i 
£3uty to take fuch meafures as would reduce 
bim to a more fpeedje determination ; and 
. accordingly, the mam body of the Vizier's 
and Euglifli troops adiranced from; Mohun« 
p6re, and penetrating through the woods^ 
took; poft at the foot of the Cumm6w hills, 
within two miles of the Afgan intrench'* 
moitSy throwing up fome redoubts and 
other works, (in fight of the advanced poft 
ef the Rohillas) fuch as indicated an inten- 
tion, of afiaulting them in theiriines. Still, 
however, the Rohillas OHitinued to hold 
out with an obillnacy that ieemed to increafe 
in . proportion to the mifery which over- 
whelmed them^-^The Buxy and Khanfa- 
man, and feme other chiefs, who were par-* 
ticularly apprelienfive of having offended 
the Vizier by the duplicity of their con- 
duO:, were refolved, at all hazards, not to 
yield, except on fuch terms as might fe- 
cure them againft the efftdbs of his refent- 
ment ;• whilft he, on the other hand, irri- 
tated at what be interpreted into a contu* 
coacious reje£iion of his proffered grace^ 

now 
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now determined to compel them to furren- 
der themfelves and their cfftGis to his fole 
uncontrollable difpofaL 

But, whatever obftrudlions the appre* 
heniions or animoiities of the belligerent 
parties might throw in the way of an ^mi- 
cable adjuflment, things were now coming 
to a crifisi- — ^The Rohillas were reduced to 
the utmoft diftrefs ; fo that they coutd not 
poffibly hold out many days longer; and 
muft either have run the defperate chance 
of throwing themfelves upon the Vizier'$ 
mercy, or endeavoured to make their e(cape 
over the hills by the paiTes and defiles 
which lead into the territoties of Sirna^ 
gdr and Kummdoon. The Vizier was not 
without appreheniions of their making 
fuch an attempt; which, however deftruo 
tive it might be to them, would at any rate 
deprive him of his expected fpoil ; and, in 
order to prevent it, he entertained fboie 
idea of ftorming their intrenchmentB, a 
meafure, which in the prefent weak ftatc 
of the Afgans, rnuil have beea attended 

with 
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with immediate fuccefs. Happily, the? 
prudence of Fyzoola KKan, and the reli- 
ance he placed upon the mediating proted*- 
tion of the Englifh, led him, at length, to 
preclude the neceffity of fuch a fanguiilary 
ftep. No more than four days provifions 
now remained iii his camp ; even the 
hbrfes and camels had been all confumed ; 
— iffe hanTre of the country in his rear, in- 
teff^fted by deep' ravines, and covered with 
irgp€iffu^ foreftsji rendered a .retreat 
im^radicame, or, at leaft, likely to be at- 
tended with circunriftances more fatally do 
ftriiflive than even the fvvord of the cne^ 
my ; and he conceived that he had ftill a 
refburce in the friendly interpofition of the 
Britifli commander in chief. — He therefore 
fent a nieflage to Colonel Champion, tefti* 
fying his defire to come to him, in order 
that he might perfonally, through his 
means, ef!fe£l ah honourable accommoda- 
tion with the Vizier. — Upon the receipt of 
this meffage, two Englifli officers were de- 
puted to conduft the Rohilla chief into the 
Brittfhcamp, whither heaccjompahiedtheth 

on 
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on the fecond day of 0£tober ; ao4f on tha 
feventh of the fame montht the treaties of 
peace were agreed upon and finally con-* 
eluded *. 

By this agreement 9 Fyzoo^a Khan had 
guarranteed to him the pofleffion of the. 
diftrids of Rampore and its depen4<ncict» 
yielding an annual revenue of more t&«| 
fourteen lacks of rupees^-^-In this w^t ham 
eluded the tra£t of territory which hail 
formerly been allotted to him^ in confor- 
mity to the will of his father AUee Ma* 
hummed, in the firfl general partition 
made by the guardians. Such of the Af- 
gans, found in arms, as were not immedi- 
ately attached to Fyzoola Khan, (amount- 
ing to about twenty thoufand) together 
with a very few of their mod obnoxious 
leaders, were, by narticulaf ilipulatlon, 
prdered to the weflward of the Ganges ; 
and marching put of their lines, croflejl 

that river under the condud): of Ahracdl 

t 

* Appeal. No. DLapd IV. 

T Khaa 



l6t HI S T O ft Y '6 F 1*H « 

Khan Buxy, ahd other chiefs. Theffe were 
the only inhabitatits of RdhHcund who 
were expelled from the country in confe* 
quence of the war :— the other llohillw 
were permitted forthwith to quit their 
Jihes^arid to 'rttire unmolefted totheir.^re- 
'fp6&ive pllices -of abode. iAlthough .no 
ltr{)tf!3iibn'was'ejrj)refFid ^in the treaty for 
^hfe dyUvery of any part of the KohilJa 
ptbpahy; S^ct, in confequence of a vdibal 
Tigferfttlfent, ahd in cioiifideration t>f the fa- 
vourattlc terms which were granted 4ifiOT, 
Tyzodfa 'Khan paid to the Vizier one half 
of tthe treafure in his hands at the perioil 
df bfs'fiirrender, amounting to about fif* 
teett'hcks bf rupees *. 

Pyzobla 
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* The number of Rohillas banifhed to tlie weftwainl 
of the Ganges by the treaty ^of LoUdong, amounted 
(according to ihe moft authehtick accountsj to f(iven. 
teen 6r cigHtten thbtifand men, ! (with their £imifiet) 
none being inchided in the ^(pirit of the treaty, ixapt-^ 
Ingfucbas were affually f^und in arms. The Hindoo in- 
-habitantSy coniiiling of Awt ftveu hundred iEouJanij 
were no otberwlfe aBcdkd by it than experiencing a 

change 
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Fvzoola Khan, at his laft interview with 
the Vizier, requefted perraiffion to carry his 
brother Mahunantied-yar Khan with him 
to Kampore, which was immediately 
granted ; the Vizier at the fame time pro** 

^ miiing, as foon as the new ^rrangenients in 
Kuttaher ihoyld be properly adjuiledy to 

. fettle on him a yeyedad for his future fup* 
port. This bufinefs being finiflied, the 
Hohilla chief retired withir> afew days after 
to Rampore (the capital of the xliibld^ fe^ 
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change of mafters^ to which, in the cqurfe of the preced-? 
ing revolutions, they had been frequently accuftomed. 

Having now brought the celebrated Rohilla lOar to 
^ clofe, it mny not be uiiamoiiiig to o^ to the peru« 
fal of the reader a fummary of it, as delivered in another 
flace.-^** The whoU nation, with inconfiderable ex- 
" ceptioiis, was flaughtered or bani(hcd.-^The coun- 
** try was laid wafle with fire and fword ; and that 
** land, diftinguifhed above n^oft others by the chcar^ 
. ♦* fuf face oi paternal govcrnri>ent and prqtt^ed labour, 
*^ the chofen feat pf cultivation and plenty, is now 
^* throughout a 4reary defer t^ covered with ri|flies and 
•• briars, and jungles full of wild bcafts ! ! ! *. 

♦ Parliamenury I^egifter, 1781, No, LXXXVL 

page 219. 
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cured ftorhuxi by the treaty)* dcfigning! to 
make it the ^lace of his fatiire refidence.-— 
He carried with him five thoufand Rohilla 
foldiers^ ' twhom he ly^s allowed by the 
tfleaty^to ffWaia in his fervice. The Eiig^ 
1101 troops itommenced their march dowR 
thjgxountry at the fame time ; but, at the 
fetjueft of the Viz^icr, tbey halted for f^pc^e 
weeks at R^mghaut, in order to be a check 
upon the neighbouring powers, in cafe ^i 
theirjmakifig any attempts upon thefepror 
vinces before they fhould be reftored to 
permanent tranquillity. 

A chief part of the Vizier's troops were 
difperfed over the different diftridsof Ro- 
liilcund to fccure the new conquefts ; whilft 
two of his generals, Himmet Behadur and 
Amrao Gheer, were detached over the Gan-r 
ges to Ferrochabad, where the weak and 
linhappy reprefentative of the Bungifh fa^ 
mily, who had already given up his inde^ 
pendence, agreed to pay an annual tribute 
to Suja-al-DowJah and his fucceflbrs, aja4 
not to keep any force of his own, but to 

truft. 
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truft the proteftion of his territory, and the 
toUeftion of hife' revenues to the trdojifs and 
Aumils of thd Natx)b <Jf O wde. " 
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Suja-al-Dowlah accdmpafticd^the^afmy 
oh their i^eturn as fa¥ as Bii<^gtoOt,\frOQl 
wftehcd K e proceeded to Biflbdee; ^ k^ 
frbrii thence to Fyzdh^d^ vfhttt ■ he - died 
Ihortly after j' in confeiquefateW a difordei: 
with which life i hid beeiii^ongi'affliaed ; 
and'was fuceiBed«4*l^y his el4eft iba Mirza 
AmaiT!ee;uhder the title o£ J/upM-^Do^if^ 
bib. 

This event, which only twelve months 
beftrc might have excited the moil violent 
cottiiiiotions, ' was not now attended with 
the fihalleft obftrudtion or diforder. Suja- 
al^Dowlah^ confcious of his approaching 
end, had made a difpofition of his forces, as 
well for the iecurity of his old dominions^ 
as for that of his late acquifitions ; and had 
taken every neceffary precaution for the 
prefervation of the publick tranquillity, 
with that good judgement and found po*^ 

T 3 licy 



l\cy which niatkdd his chara<aer. Biit no*- 
thiijg, p&rhapis, ttaore efeiftually contribuN 
td to thefe efidfe tnati the fubjugation o£ 
Kohilcund* Had not that c;?pcdition taken 
pladei Hafiz Rahrtitit arid the other Afgan 
chldfs, who were eager to feize oil all oppor- 
t\imt\hif6Hhe\r^g^Y^^^ would not 

have failed to blow into a flame that fpirit 
of tumutt andTeditioni wftich, in eaftertv 
goverhmientsi conftaintly attends?' the fuc- 
teffibn of ah fiirexpfer^chc^d yourig mari^ iii; 
hopes of gaimhi^ fotoethin|g atnidft the ge- 
neral conifufion.— ^In Suja-al-Dowlah's 
court exlfted a number of parties of oppo*- 
fite intereft's and iniflinatiohs ; one faitibn 
m pairtkular Was fufpefled to be devoted to 
' his fecond foh, wh6m the Rohilla leaders, 
erther for per cm'iiSfy rdwafd, or thecefGori 
of a fniall'pohloh of feririt6ry^' would have 
' readily ajgrebd to aftift in the deiftrui^ion of 
his etdfr brfe^her ; itid th6 undiftufbed fa- 
cility * with ' li^liiich Afuph -al-Bowlah at-< 
laiiied hi^ ^ i h h e f if ancfe may be regarded as 
"the firft* good' effefi^ of the fubjugation of 
thrAifgaiSp«Wen; - ^ ^ '' . : 

Fyzoola 
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Fyzoola Khan, ou. his. arrival at Ram- 
pore, fettled upon his brother Mahumine4 
Y4r an annuity of fifty tboufand rujpees ; 
bat the latter did not long enjoy the fruits 
of bis brother's generofity, as he had been 
for fome. time paft afflidled with the ftoixe, 
of which diforder he d^e>l in December^ 

^774- 

Fyzoola Khan,, now the on^ remaining 
fon of Allee Mahummed, was certainlv a 
confiderable gainer by the terms of the 
peace with 3uja-al-Dowlah ; as he thereby 
fecured to himfelf the actual pofTeflion of 
as much territory as he could ever have 
held under the Rohilla government ac« 
cording to his father's will, and more than 
double in value and extent, of what he h^ 
been fuffered to enjpy under the adminiftra- 
tion of his guardians : nor can he be in 
jihe leaft ap^prebenfive that his rights, ex* 
preiTed in the treaty, (hould be liable to 
infringement at any future period, whilft 
he continues to conduct himfelf with pro« 
priety^ as the whple was, in ^e mpfl fp;- 

T 4 lenia 
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iemn manner^ ratifiied in the name of th6 
£afl:*»Indta Company, by the i3ritlih com-^ 
mander in chief*. The countries ceded 
to Fyizoola Khan by the late convention in-» 
clnde the diftri£b of Hazrit-Naggiir,'^Mo- 
Tadab&dv Shawb&d and Ramjp^re^ themoft 
Rrtik tra^ ii^ Rohilcund, being an ^xteik 
of net ^efc than feVenty miles in ]eti|;tii 
•atjd thirty in breadth, the annfeiitvklue^Sf 
j%vhich has been • already menlAtihciP^^P^r 
the protedion of tfiis ferritofy^ W il ^V- 
«nitted to keep up fuch a force as -(with the 
Oooafional affiftance of the Efaglifli) thrill aft 
ford him an amjple defence a^aihft invafiodi, 
and the tranquil mode of life he has 
adopted will prevent him from being h^fti- 
ly 6ftgagcd in any difputes with his neigh- 
-bours. He with a laudable and unprece* 
Idtented geherofity fettled annuities upon 
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* The r^eader wilUbe^/pIe^ifed to carry in his mind 
that this account' was wrote above^ tea years qgcu T . -^ 
Since that period, Fyzoola Khan, doubtful of the va» 
lidity of the firft guarrantee,^ has procured ^ncw one, 
under the dire£k authority of the Bengal government. 

the 
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t^ fi^^m of fuch chiefs a^ hadbaeti/kilr 
led or die^in^fthe courfe Q^Jbe^^pc^C^tfSig 
fervice ; and provided in ^Sim^rmdoxav 
for all his , principal . adherents. Hf '^^Hb 
warmly iaterefted himfelf in behalf^ of the 
fa(Qilies of Hafiz Rahmut^ aq4 ]Do$ndfiP 
Khan* (wl;io wei« confio^daK A|fehat)^fihf^ 
and at length, aflifted by ;4)ie iofportiiatr 
ties of Sydoola Khan's Begun, with -the 
Nabob, 9nd the n>ediation o£ Mr. Bjf^pw^ 
the Britiih refident in Oude, ^procured ;t heir 
releale, together with that of all the; other 
Rohilla prifoners, on paying a fqiaU .raih* 
fom, • "t 

>The family of Hafiz Rahmut, on thetr 
releafe, proceeded to Lucknow, wh^ 
they to9k up their refidence under the prcn* 
tedtion of the Begum, who had - interelbd 
herfelf in obtaining their freedom ; and 
the houfe of Sefdar Jung ^the Vizier's un- 
cle) was, at her inftanCcf^ givefi ^p for 
their accbnimodation. " ' ^ "' 

" I ' ■ ■! " ■ ■ 'iiii n iwii I 11 . 1 I niinn ll i it (MM i\ t iii iL. ' i <' 

^ aec page 252# 
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Mahboola^ and the other defceudants of 
Doondee Khan, remained . fbme time at 
Ltucknow, and were afterwards permitted 
to proceed to KuttSher, where they now 
live.* 

. Z^ta Khan, who is poirelTed of an ac* 
tlve and enterprizing genius, although he 
loft that portion of iiis country which lay 
to the eaftward of the Ganges, (which felj 
to Suja-al-Dowlali with the reft of Rohil- 
cvmd) yet dill retains his claim to the 
|)oflelGons of his father between that river 
and the Jumna. He made up a con£dera- 
blc body of troops out of that part of the 
Kohilla army which had been ordered acrofs 
the Ganges agreeably to the convention of 
I>olld6ng ; and with thefe, fome Sks, and - 
other adventurers, he has for fome years paft 
made himfelf of confiderable confequence 
in that quarter. — He has at different times 
endeavoured to make little predatory expe- 



* Here the Rohilla narrator finifhes hil Aory. 

ditlons 
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ditions into Rohilcund at the feafon whea 
the Gange$ is fordable in thofe parts ; but 
his force is not fqfficiently powerful either 
jip number or quality to render hiiQ any 
way formidable to his ibuthern neighs 

hours *• 

1' . * . <■ 

. Of the other chiefs it is needlefs to fay 
any thing particularly,- — ^Totally deprived 
of that felf-creatpd confequence which 
they had for a few years aflfumcd, they have 
funk back into their Qriginal inlignificauce* 
Many of them have left the country^,] 
jto feek employment :ind plunder in other 
parts ; and the few who remain poflefs 
neither the means iior, perhaps, the incli* 

^■- -....•-. ■ ^ 1 

* Since this account was written, Zabita Khan, in- 
conlequence of the death of Nudjuff Khan, acquired a 
confiderable lead in affairs at Delhi, which he would 
A ill have retained, had not the Mahrattas again inter- 
fered in that quarter.— —-^H^ died very lately, andhai 
been fucceeded by his ifon Gool&o) KSldir Khan, under 
Uie title of Nijeeb al-Dowlah'^Hoilie-Yar Jung. 

nation. 
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nation 9 to awaken the jealoufy of govern* 
mcnt bjr exciting ^ifturbances* 



The country of Rohilcuiid, after havingr, 
for fome years j)afl:, exhiBiied nothtng b'|^t 
a fcene of repeated devaftation, was at 
length reftored to permanent tranquillity. 
The Hindoo farmers, who had been uifed, 
on every return of the dry feafon, to lee 
their dwellings deftroyed and their lands 
laid' wafte by bands of foreign depreda- 
tors, againft whom their factious an^ tiir- 
bulent mafters had not the power to defend 
them, have fince enjoyed their pofleffions 
in ifecurity and repofe ; gs, except the tri^- 
fiing and momentary incuriions of ^2laKita 
Klhan and the Slcs above remarked," thefe 
provinces have been preferved in the moft 
perfe<£t peace during the laft twelve years : 
a happinefs which it may be with truth af- 
firmed they had not for half a century be^ 
fore experienced. 

^,. Jivident marks of the turbulence of for- 

i»er times are flill to.be feen : — thefe, how- 

V ?-' ' - ever^ 
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ever, appeared in the towns and cities of 
Kutidber^ long hefoK the revolution which 
gave that country to our ally ; nor can this 
Kb deemed ^ftlrpriiing, if we confider the 
ftate of this territory, continually fubjec-^ 
ted,, as it"" was, either to the diftradiion of 
Ihtellme broils, or the devaftation of fo- 
reign invafion, — ^Thc exertions of AUee 
Miahumnied, the ftruggles of the Fowje^ 
dafs^ and the efforts of Sefdar Jung in 
fupport of the Imperial authority, (which 
reduced the Rohillas exprefsly to the fame 
ftate in which they ftood at the period of 
the Lolldong convention) together with 
the . iiicurfions of the Mahrattas in later 
times, all contributed to produce this ef^ 
feft. Some part of this apparent decay; 
indeed, muft be attributed to the fudden and 
total overthrow of two opulent and power- 
ful families *, the circulation of whofe wealth 

gave 

• Tliofe of Hafiz Hahmut and Doondee iBii«,— The 
reader will readily perceive that thefe obfervations MV 
of a date confidcrably later than the preceding part of 

the 
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gave life io the cities they inhabited, and 
whoie oftentatious 'magDificence /appeared 
in the ereClion of baths ^ mof(|ue8 and pa« 
laceSy which are now falling to ruin, '* ■- 
With reipe£): to the bulk of the iohabii^ 
tants, it is probable they have 'been^^but 
little efFefted by the various revolutions 
thcircountryhasexperieuced.^— Thecaufoof 
this has been already in part explained;^ nei<» 
fherihovild we be toohafly in iotmny^ difad* 
vantageous comparative conclufions, from a 
refledion on the evils which m^y appear to 
attend their prefent ftate,-!— evils which are 
to be attributed to a def^ftive adminiftra-- 
tipo, capable of eorreftion and amend'- 
ment, and not tp any confecjuences necejjfa^ 
rify refulting from the laft of thefe revolu* 
tions tT-^rand, in fail, if this territory has 
bfen negligently or opprcfliveiy governed 



the work, which^ however, it would h^ highly impro- 
per ta bring to aciofe without a fewcurfory remarks^ 
!}0t.only on the it^m^diaHy but alfo, ,on the prefent 
more remou eiFef^s, of the tranfadkious here recorded 

' *: In the XnXrndu&orf View^ 

finee 
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iince its 'f eduction 9 (as it inoft ^dsTtmnlf 
has beisri alt times, and in vwious degrees) 
it IS tidt probable that it was much better 
governed, whilft under the uncertain rulo 
€if many contending mafters, with that 
rule <^ten ibifting from Mi to another :-^^ 
and if we add to this the tiircumftancc of 
the country being, during it^ firft admini** 
ilrattion, involved in a flate of almoft pei> 
pet^sai hoftility, we cannot fuppofe that a 
revolution which put a period to thefe ca^ 
laroit6us difturbances can have dedude^ 

from the felicity of the inhabitants 1 i 

Strong ideas, indeed, have been conceived 
(and propagated with the moft hyperboli- 
cal exaggeration) of the fuperior happi- 
nefe of the natives of Kuttdher under their 
/brmerhoxdsj from parallels drawn be tweeu 
the prefent ftate of the other parts of this 
country, and that of the particular portion 
of it under the immediate adminiftration 
of Fyzoola Khan. But before we pro- 
ceed to form a determinate judgement updtt 
grounds which are certainly cakulatedHto 
miflead the fuperficia)u>bferver» it may -be 

proper 
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proper ta^tet^ ijQto a mofe difcriminating 
inveftigatiott of the particplar contingent 

cies in which this differieuce originates. 

It 

Not to remark the very fuperior (Ijiie of 
cultivation and population which prevails 
in the principality of Rampore wo^ld be 
an injuftice to its proprietor ;— it, jtoufti. 
however, be at the fame time acf^frf 
iedged, that as much of this fqperitvdiy 1^ 
owing to a happy concurrence of favourji:' . 
ble circumftancesy as to any perfonal ekci"^ - 
tion on the part of its ruler ; and is fiicl)^ : 
infant as no exertion whatever could have . 
cfFedled independent of them. 

The diftrift of Rampore, it is true, 
owes its aftual profperity to the :induftry 
and ability of Fyzoola Khan ; — not, in- 
deed, to thefe qualities, wholly, as the 
meanSf but to them wholly, in the applica^ 
tion of the advantages which he derived 

from adventitious caufes. Firft, his fi- 

tuation ; — his territory being defended on 
one fide by the Ganges, as well as the inter- 
jacent 
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jacent coutitry of Rohilcund (as the above 
river is about thirty- five miles diftant from 
his wefterii frontier)— and the weaknefs of 
his neighbours lying beyond it ;-^on the 
other fide and behindi by woods and moun- 
tains ; — ^and on the fouth, by the protec- 
tion of the Britifh, virtually faving hini 
from the certain deftrudlion which rauft 
have been his lot, had not the prefumption 
more than the exertion of this fafeguard 
prevented any attempts to efFedt it; 
Secondly,-^— the natural advantages which 
a fmall dominion enjoys over <a large 
(exclufive of the peculiar compadnefs 
and defenfibility of his) in admitting the 
fuperintendency of its firft magiftrate, 
without any delegation of official autho- 
rity, as well in xht general management as in 
the complete controui of its detail, both of 
government^ revenue, and ex pence. 
Thirdly, — in a multitude of little ftreams 
which fall from the furrounding moun^ 
tains, and fill with every diffolution of the 
fnows above, yielding, with the aidofar- 

U tificial 
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tificial dams, a conflant and unfailing fup- 
ply of moifture to the neighbouring 
grounds, in feafons of univerfal drought, 
as in the years 1781, 2, and 3, when all' 
the upper regions of Hiiidoftan were burnt 
up by the failure of three fuceeffive rainy 
feafons ; and "the cultivation of Rampore 
was maintained equal to that which it pof* 
feffed with the natural influence of th^ 
clioiate.— — And — ^^laftly, — in the fdpcriot 
population, and confequent cultivation taiA 
wealth it derived from the acceffion of fub* 
jefts, within the three hefore- mentioned 
years, from the circumjacent country, 
(which was not fo happily circumftanced 
in the above eflential points) as it is natural 
for men to fly from famine^ and its inevi- 
table confe<][uence, oppr.ejjiony to a mild and 
equal government, and abundance ;— and, 
in the fame proportion as the territory of 
Fyzoola Khan gained'hj this circumftance, 
that of the Vizier lojl in its population, and 
confequently in its cultivation and revenue. 

Many circumflances have heretofore 

concurred 
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fconcurre^ .to prevyjt <of is^erxXipi tljp? op^-. 
ration of the i]iterfer,e.njce of the Bntiih 
goverpment in the corre6lion and amend* 
^ent of tl^ofe papticuUr gxicyificci }fii4^t 
tvbicli thue inhabjifants of tjjiefe diilrid^ k- 
tour*?T»Tfee accuaiulate4 di^reiT^s of ^Jti 
iiniyerfai war ; the immediate atid yrgenjt 
wapts ,of a . goverpxncnj: ftruggling wader 
impup^ept danger? and almoft inTupctral^J^ 
diUficultiesi — >aud ^ve all^ the perpetual 
ftruggles of pariiesj either ip India ox i^ 
England, in their efieds weakening its in* 
fLueoce, circunafcrihing its authority^ stpd 
emharraffing all it$ m^afures^ have hither* 
to upited to render abortive apy cflprt^ 
which might h^ve been ma,de for t^is pur^f 
jpofc*,-^-:— ^That means might be adopted^ 
ip its prefept flate of .yninterrupted tran-r 
quilUty, to reform the abufes whic|i h^VjC 
lieretoforse prevented the inh;p,Ipit^Us q£ 
JCuUdhcr froai enjoying the JfuUeft jidyafii 
tages pf a fituation happier^ in jfon^e x^ 
fpefts, than it perhaps ever vf^ in ij^jfore, 
cannot be doubted ; nor is theraany reafoa 
f0 defj^ir., in the^refent iU.tg of ih^ Brir 

U ^ tifl^ 
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ti(h goverment in India, of tfaefe means 
being (pecdily and effedually exerted« 

Thus have We traced the progrefs of 
thefe Afgans in the ndrtherii provinces, 
from their firft rife under the gallantry atid 
,good conduft of AUeeMahummed, through^ 
a variety of fortune, to the final diflblu- 
tion of their power in Rohilcund by the 
transfer of the dominion of that diftrift to 
Suja-al-Dowlah and his fucceffors. 

Various and fevere are the ftrifturcs 
which have been paflcd Upon the latter 
pzTt of thofe tranfadions, and the preju- 
dice of ignorance and violence of party, 
aided by the ftrong affertions of popular 
deckmation, have united to make it the 
fubjefl of general odium : but by a refer- 
ence to the fa&s recited in the foregoing 
narrative, a more accurate and, i is to be 
J)refumed, a fairer judgement may be 
formed of it. 

But, to enter fully into all the reflections 

which 
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which occur upon this fubjcft would carry 
the compiler far beyond his original inten- 
tion, which was only to give an impartial 
and, as far as lay in hisi power, an accurate 
relation of fadls ; and if the perufal of thefe 
fliall teiid to eradicate a (ingle prejudice, or 
remove a fingle error, witji refped to the 
judgement which has hitherto been too 
generally paffed upon the latter part of 
thofe tranfaftions, in which the honour 
and intereft of* Great Britain are fo materi- 
ally and intimately concerned, and the de- 
cifion upon which involves every thing that 
can be dear to the feelings and the charac* 
tersofi the a£tors in it^ he (hall think him* 
felf fully recompenfed for the trouble he 
has taken. 
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( N«. I. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
betwceif the Vizier of the Empire Suja-al- 
Dovlab, and the Rohilla Sirdars^ recipro* 
cally interchanged. 

Agreement— Firft, frfeiidfliip is eftaUifhed 

^^ between us; and Hafiz Rahmut and all the other 
*' Rohillas, great and fmall, have agreed and deter- 
** mined with the Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dow- 
** lah, that we adhere to the fubftance of this writing, 
^' and never deviate from this agreement; that we 
'^ efteem his friends as our friends, and his enemies as 
'^ our enemies ; and that we and our heirs, during our 
*^ lives, ihall adhere firmly to this our oath and 
f^ agreement; that we ihall be united and joined to- 

V 4 ♦* gether 



** gether for the proteflion of the country of the VJ- 
^* zier of the Empire, and of our own country; and 
** if agy enemy (which God forbid !) /hould make an 
*^. attempt againft us and the Vizier, we the Rohilla 
'*^ Sirdars and the Vizier of the Empire (hall ufe 
** our joint endeavours to oppofe him*- We, all the 
« Ri5]billa feirdM ih^f alfa join ^*id unite id any 
' <^ meafure* that may be determined by the Vizier ojf 
*' the Empire for the benefit of the Nabob Mahum- 
^^ m6d Zabita Khan.— — We, both parties, fwearby 
« the Almighty,- his Prbphfet, and the facred Korati, 
*^ that we will firmly adhere to this folemn agree- 
" mient, nor ever deviate from this our treaty. 



» I 



** This Treaty, confirmed by oath, and f<5aled in 
<* the prefertciof General Sif Robert Barker, wcitteki 
<* on tht nth of the' month Ribbee-al-Slnee^ jn the 
*< ii86th year of the Higera, and in the year of. 
<< Chrift mz^^ - ' 
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( N«. U. ) 

NSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
^ Hafiz Rahmut Khan (on the part of the 
jbhilla Sirdars) with the Nabob Suja-al- 
pwlab, Vizier of the Empire. 



I THE Vizier of the Empire, Suja-aUDowLiht 
blleilablilh the^Rohillas in their different poflef- 
ibligiagthe Mahrattas to retire, either by 
r war;^ — this to depend on the plaaftfre of the 



) if at any time, without either peace or war, die 

:tas, on account of the rains, fhill crofs [ths 

;] and retire, and after the rainy feafonthey 

ult) againenter the country of the Rohillas, tb^ 

)ii is the bufinefsof the Vizier. 

F The Rohilla Sirdars, in confequence of the above, 
agree to pay to the Vizier Suja-al-DowIahyirgi 
f lacks of rufteif in the following manner. 



' As the Mahrattas are now in the country of tho' 
^ Rohilla Sirdars, the Vizier of the Empire fliall ad- 
^^ vanct ftoo) Shawbad a« far at may be neceflary to 
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^ enable the families of the Rohillas to leave thtf 
** jungles and return to their habitations. — Ten lacks 
«* of rupees in fpecie, in part of the above fum, fliall 
^ then be paid; and the remaining thirty lacks in 
^ three years from the beginning of. the year xi8d 
^ Fufliilee. 

<^ This agreement fealed in the prefence of Geoerd 
^ Sir Robert Barker," &c; &c. 



NMIL 



^ 7 P S K D I ^. ^t 



(NMlt. ) » 

;tRANSLATION of a Treaty undct the feal, 
' of the Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mu 
inlleck-Behadur, and Colonel Alexander 
Champion, command«r in chief of the Com- 
pany's forces on the expedition againft Rohil- 
cund> executed in camp near Lolld6ng on 
the lathof the month Rujib, in the n88th 
year of the Higera (the 7th of O&obcti 

1774. • 



** IPEACE being' concluded between us iind th^ 
^' Nabob Fyzoola Khan ]jehadar, I have Agreed to 
** give him the country of Rampore and its depen- 
*« dencies, producing together the yearly fum of 
^* fourteen lacks and feventy-five thoufand rupees; 
^ and I have furthermore ftipulated that. Fyzoola 
'** Khan may retain in his fervicean armed force con- 
'*^ lifting of five thoufand men, and not a fmgle maa 
** mote* I therefore give this written engagement^ 
^* that I Will, at all times, and upon all occailo{i8| 
** fupport the honour and chara6ler of the faid Fy- 
'^^ zoola Ehan> and will promote his intereft and ad« 

<^ vantage 



• 
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•^ vantage to the utmoft of my power, — ^opon the 
^ following conditions* That Fyzoola Khan fhall not 
** enter into connection with any perfon but myfelf ; 
^ and that he fhall hold nocorrefpondence with any 
^ except myfelf and the Englifh chiefs ; that he Ihall 
^ conflder my friends as his friends, and my enemies 
^ as his enemies : ahd that, with whomfoever I 
^ ihall makie war, Fyzoola Khan fhall fend two or 
^ three thoufand men, according tohis ability, to join 
^ my forces ; and, if i march in perfon he fliall him- 
** felf accompany «ie with his troops, and if, onac- 
" count of the fmalhiefs of the number of the forces 
^ he is to retain in his fervice he be not able to accom« 
*< pany me, 1 will then appoint him three or four 
^ thoufand more troops, that he may accompany me 
^ with a good army ; — ^and I will be at the expence of 
^ fupporting them. r 

^ Upon the performance of thefe conditions, I 
^ have agreed to give the faid countries, at the afore- 
^ mentioned revenue, to Fyzoola Khan, and to pro- 
^ mote his interefl and advantage to the utmofl of my 
« power. 

*^ If Fyzoola Khan fulfils the articles of this 
** treaty, and fleadily adheres thereto, 1 will not 
** (God willing) negleft whatever may be to his ad- 
^ vantage. He fhaU fend the remainder of the Ro- 
•* hillas to the other fidie of the Gauges. 

« 

« I have 



»• • r 
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*^ I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God 
^< and his Prophet to witnefs to the performance of 
«* thefe articles.'* 

<^ Executed in the prefence of Colonel Alexi&nder 
<< Champion^ as aforelaid^*' &c« &;c* &c. 



IfftlV. 
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( N^. IV. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty wnd^ the fM 
of Fyzoola Khan Beh^dur and Colonel Alex- 
ander Champion^ executed at the camp near 
LoUdong on the 12th of the month Rujib, 
in the i i88th year of the Higera (the 7th of 
Odtober, 1774). 



*^ PEACE being concluded between the Vizicr-al- 
^* Mumalcck and me, and the Nabob Vizier having 
*^ been gracioufly pleafed to beftow on me a country, 
** I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God 
** and his Prophet to witnefs to what I engage, that 
** I will always whilft I live continue in fubjniffion 
** and obedience to the Nabob Vizier ; that I will re- 
•* tain in my fervice five thoufand men, ftipulated by 
" the Nabob Vizier, and not a fingleraan moie ; that 
*^ with whomfoever the Nabob Vizier fiiall engage ia 
•* hoftilities, I will affift him ; and, that if the Nabob 
** Vizier fhall fend an army againfl: any enemy, 1 will 
** perfonally attend him with my forces where he 
** goes himfelf upon fuch fervice ; — ror I fhall other- 
^* wife fend two or three thoufand of my troops to 
<* join them ; — that I will have no Connexion with 
** ^ny perfon but the Nabob Vizier, and will hold no" 
** correfpondenCe with any one, the Engliih chiefe 

*^ excepted;— 
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^ excepted ;— that whatever the Nabob direfts I will 

I 

^ execute, and that I will, in all places, and at ail 
<^ times, whether in profperity or adverfity^ coatinuft 
<^ lusaflbciate. 

^< I have fworn on the holy Kor^n^ calling God 
<^ and his Prophet to witneft^ to the performance of 
" thefeartidles. 

- ** May God and his Prophet punifti me if I a6t 
<< contrary to them, or negledl to fulfil the whole of 
^ thefe conditions.** 

<< Executed in the prefence of Colonel Champion as 
" aforefaid," &c. &c« &c« 



N^v 
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( No.V. ) 

TRANSLATION of n'FirtnaH under the ferfl 
of Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-NJuhia- 
leck-Beh^dun 



L. 



Vizier al Mumaleck 

Suja-al-Dowlah 

Behadur. 



s. 



J 



•'TO the Chowdries, CoUeftors, Canongoes, 
** Tax-gatherers^ Farmers, &c. &c. of the Purgun- 
** nas of Shawbad and Rampore,—— — Know ye ! 
<* that we have granted the jagheers of the under- 
•* mentioned drftri6ts to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
<^ Behadur« and that the ufual and fixed revenues are 
** to be paid into the hands of the proper officers of 
** the faid Fyzoola Khan; — obeying him in all 
** things, you fliall no way fail in your duty to him 

but in every refpedt fubmit to his authority. 



€i 



^* Written on the 7th of the month Shaban, in 
<« the I i88th year of the Higera.** 



Diftrifts, Revenues, and Taxes. 
Hazrit Naggurr - - • 275,000! 
PalafsPoor ---.-. ij 0,000 1 
Ahaloon - - . • . 225,000 l • 7^^J^ . 

^, ,,. ^ r 14 Lacks and 

onawbaa ------ 000,000 I 75>ooo Rupccf. 

Moradabad - • « * • 150,000! 
^t'hud , - ^ - - - 75,oooJ 

F I N I S» 



